The 8E Railway Association Newsletter

Winter 2011

Welcome to this edition of your newsletter...

As the year nears its end, we can look back and consider it to be a success. We have been very well entertained by our
meeting speakers. Also many members have enjoyed the outings organised by Alan Ashurst (see below). We are now
preparing for our AGM and would encourage all members to attend. No pressure will be applied to members to join the

committee but anyone prepared to help will be most welcome.
Peter Dixon - Chairman

Forthcoming Fixtures — All start at 7.45 prompt

November 8" - Bill Andrews : Life as an Engine Driver

December 13" - AGM. This is followed by Jon Penn: Chester B&W Part 3

January 10° - Karl Jauncey & Dave Richards (PSOV): Mainline Steam 2011 www.mainlinesteam.net
February 14" - Colin White (B&R Video): Archive Cine Film from the 50’s & 60’s www.bandrvideos.co.uk
March 13" - Geoff Coward: Back to the 60’s

April 10" - Stephen Gay: Walking the line — Discovering Lost Railways
May 8' - Les Nixon: A to Z of Railways Around the World

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting on 12" December 2010

Welcome

Apologies for Absence
Chairman’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Membership Report
Publicity Report
Election of Officers
AOB

CONoOOAWN -

2011 Trips and Outings

Once again a great time has been had by all
8E members & friends who managed to join in with
our outdoor activities this summer. On Saturday 23rd
July we explored the western end of the 'Fallowfield
Loop Line Path', part of which has now seen a
revival of rail transport on the new Chorlton Metrolink
extension. After enjoying lunch at The 'Great Central’
pub in Fallowfield we rejoined the rail network at
Mauldeth Road to return to the city centre to
examine the Ashton tram extension underneath
Piccadilly, thence having a run out to Stalybridge.

Then on Tuesday 9th August we were privileged indeed to have a 'behind the scenes' conducted tour of Crewe
Heritage Centre with site manager Milke Lenz as our guide for the evening.

Before these two events however it was nice to toast the good health of the 8E at Wetherspoon's 'Penny Black' in
Northwich, to celebrate 30 years of the Association. Three truly memorable events, conducted in proper 8E fashion. Plans

are already afoot for more of the same during 2012!
Alan Ashurst (‘Hon 8E Tour Guide’)

Other Railway Association Meetings (from September to April)

GWS (Warrington) - Meet at St Hildas, Slater Street, Latchford at 7:30pm on last Friday each month.
Further information from Alan Ashurst

AERPS (Altrincham) - Meet at Altrincham Methodist Church, Barrington Road, Altrincham at 7:30pm on the second
Friday of each month. Further information at www.altrincham-electric.org.uk

RCTS (Chester) - Meet at The Town Crier, City Road, Chester at 7:30 pm on third Monday each month. Further
information at www.rcts.org.uk

www.8erailwayassociation.orq.uk

Our website publicises our meetings and provides links to other railway related groups. All members are invited to
regularly review the site for latest club news. Contact for the association is via the8erailwayassociation@hotmail.co.uk

This Newsletter was prepared by The 8E Railway Association Committee — Nov 2011



The article below is from STEAM RAILWAY magazine — recognize anybody in the photo?

Eddie Bellass meets. the men of Northwich, and learns that
thay. do more than just service locos.

DURING the yeas of “Apcicer 180° - 1980
= tha &uill axtent BA stesm motive powar
dapod ar Nonbwich in Chashire was used

1% §iable vakous steam locomotknoes which -

10k part in tha Rainhill cevalosds ard
mscciated "Staam 150" rail 10ure, @
splandid Opan Day Baing. held on e
dapat just-before the main event s
RsinhilL

The sight and scunds of 1he many and
warigd siasm locomoives on Thair
doomiep lired the imegination of several
Isesl presm enthusiasts, Including soma
puclassicnal raibwayman, and an ad foe
osap wiii farmed In the MNofhwich srea
Lo aRaEsT with thl glaaning and
pEaparalian ol steam locomaothess visiting
thi gita.

Al too goon 18E0 aad M3 grenl &nent
passad into history, but whon some SLOA
winaeme hiwalad rail tours were routivd vis
Manhwich sgain in 1881 — 48220
Duzhass of Hamilton leading tha fiedd -
i ald amibusiasm was pekindiad and o
prapeily canstinuted organisstion set wp
wncder the guidence of the then BA Area
Munager ot MNorthwich, Devid Mecinosh
himaall & boomer BR liremen at the old
Wraxham GC depod. The group toak its
nama from the farmar steam MPD shed
eade and the BE Associsthon’ was baom.

Tha primary aim of the BE Associsticn
& B0 provide anposeT for Ehe muliibade
af ephs vabved In rnning & presensed
#eam locamative on prasant doy BA
nelude cloaning. sanvicing

| Coach ID547 in ure as a refreshment vehicle in Eax End Dock

vl Bt Morthwich batwesn 41aLE an
ELOW s “Trara- Panning Pullman’ rall tous
Howavar, tha enthusiosm doss not stop
e, Tor its members sleo tavel ewoy
from: Northwch o msaksr @1 cifhigr $Tesm
cantnas wiih occenociive preparation = g
racent exsmpls baing provided By & amall
gioup which irevelled 10 e Sovarn Vallay
Rakaery 15 halp propara the twe van
Baguts which hailed the LOGB Naorth
Wast “Severnsider’ up the lne, as
reparied in the April lssua of Siesm
Hal gy

A5 with moat gther raifan bodies, ke
BE Associaion molde regular bndoc
meatings and outdoor fitured and viaits =
somn for Miiure end satenainmant cAbers
fed praclical wotk &h prasardalian af
WBINSSENCE ﬂl'ﬂlﬁﬂl = gad aldd anjagos
in varioos fund-raising sctvities. Monthly
indacr meatings ana Rald in tha' Bricigh
Reil Stall Aapocision club sdjacent to

* Nosthwich station, whilst working partiss

maat at ks MPD or 81 othor sites as
reguired

The moai receni project fallows tha
sequsiition of & leémer LWME coach. which

Members of the 88 Adayoviaeipn pose prowdly
wirk 2590 Leander ar the Nombufek Open
fhap

the dssociaton miends 1o mesionm, s Tar
i be-a Tppical VE20's

app . Thits wiahotla wad Tiest Bailt s
the 15208 a8 & Pediod 1, 1eu3rd coeridar
composite 1o LMS Disgrem 1894,
Beliavad 1o ba MNo.3623. During Warkd
Wier Bl it was cormverted for wse inoan
Ambulsnce Train snd aftar the war rebulit

| into & riding cosch for usa in braksdown
|iraina, wiih & brake end and ool van

replacing the 18 Class COMpATMENtE §l
oneg end

Irv thig: farm, a8 BR Mo, DMIBSATO0, it
s parvice in bBreakdown trang o
Sawerby BrdgooAscrnglon. Agecroh
and, Enally, Northwich itsall, Balara bairkg
racardly declared a8 surplea o BR
rafuinemants. H was farmally handad over
Ia the HE Association on moening of
Swendey, March 7 |ast, prior ta snathar,
but much modw modes) "Oper Doy’ ®
Merthwizh Juat ba'or tha public wars
admnred, the aew BR Ases Madage. Ted
Mairpwaathion, losmally piadeated tha
casth o Graham Acugheadge. Chaimman
of the BE Association, in the short bay a1

tha Est end of NenPwich's Manchesie-
bowand platfarm
Inside the codch Hsel, the ladies of

the sssodiation were alroady working flas
it preparing lons of sandwhches amd
cakes and galkors of 102 and coffen far
the antickpated demand by viaitors 19 1B
depal and slatien o ihe Opsh Dy, Thay
wird il B3 e dEappanted, fod ower
4000 vigisoss lumed up for tha simgle
alterncon's desplay. whods Ehey wars
traatod i the asght of LMS 4-8-0

Mo 5080 Leander simmening in-ligh
team on the lormar amisble road, plus
spacisly clasnad BA Clasas 58, 40, 08 and
03 dissel locomatives (el af which had
bamafitad drom 8 E Adpocimian iwaat and
imars. il not bleod], For part of 1he day,
tha OB shumier heuled p tradn of braka

| wang up and down a protected skdimg,

@hving fren rides to the public, whilss taa

| minksture [bve-stoam modsl |lecomativas

alco aparated 3 passongar servios oh B
lmngih of tack adjacent o Leander,
whigas olplate wak aleo available loy
Inipaction.

Esing & warking depot, Nafbwich was
alnc alble 10 provide some main line
action, ap the huge IC| hopper traing from
Tunstoad o Qakleigh Sidings srrivad in
[T m Bl ieak on 8 banking engine,
than roar way b the ICI reception
sidings a couple of mifes pway. thalr
Crags 20 and 26 diesel locomolives
coming and going on and off the depot
far I.uﬂ.!]-; and crew charsges,

Alihaisgh new promoted 1o the post af
Hall Express Farcels managuer sl Croves,
loimer Nonkrvich Ares Manager David
Feintosh maintakng hia kesn interssy In
tha BE Assaciwiban ol i
Pradidant. Dwesd told ma thiat 1ha
ARROEIEIBA -:ﬂ-ut"i ruluuilur praject
would ba ol 2 1o tha locel
commuanity, Tor s wesl m the obvieus
volentear affar neadad same wark wauld
e comracted cuwl o the "Serces Chaghing
Workphope established By 1ho Manpowar
Sarviced Camdmimsian. Thane usina
madem wiodwarking mackinan. many of
tha missing wooden pasts of ihe comch
would e reproduced by otheanwise
unemployed youngsters. asing patterna
and timbser provided by the BE
Association.

With virtually sll of thi formser 1t
Class compartmants and ftings remowed,
g & wan and and handbrae pedostsl in
Eiba the Morthwich feam has deciged o
aim Bor what amsounis to & lurthes
corwvension, miher than 3 tree repfosatien,
retuilding DMIBEATO to tha axternal
style of a iyplosl LMS Perod | Brses/3rd
of 1928 vinage.

In thile fosm, with thras oF feur
comparnmants available Bor eeating
soopmmadabon and the feib ol the Epece
usad for spares. 1eols, and guerds brake
srgd, e oebullt coch would maks an .
eyl auppan vakicla for visiting steam
lseomaiboge, balrg able 15 sccompany
ihemn Bavacadn § s1abding podnt pnd the
staning Hation far a tour etk ;

Lacking & Nodahwich Motive Power
Dapat, hardly changed in 20 voars exoept
lor the removal of the coaling plant and
the rurniabla (and with fof one, but two
mrizngles poadalile to turn engines) o is
5o eay 10 cloan ona's ayes and dresmn o
128 afmadt Indtent redlocation to a working
stanm jled, Howewer, for as long as ICI
Ltd keap digging up Derbyahire and
AREpErting o 1o Cheshire, the depab will
nend to keep those Sulrer and English
Bectric déesels trobbing awey gn, o vary
nesr to the presant site,

Far the mamant, the BE Azsociation
has masgh meors modail sl gnd Staam:
Aailway would [ike 1o thank Pridident
Davld Bcintoah, Chaloman Grabem |
Ropghssdge snd PRO Alan: Ashuemst for
thilr kind smvitaticn o attend 1he
dggaciprion s |n|1¢bﬂr mqqllllg| and Opan
Dy,

Dwiails of-mambanship q:d the BE
Agangiatian & e Fad By salding o see
1 tha Secreticy. Andrew Jobnsen, 3
F ¥ Jdingtan, Nosthwich,

f Clerie, O
Chas hine




