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EDITORIAL

Thiz is the first 'On Shed’ for a year
— igsue 44 having been published
in December 1997. The main
reason for the absence of a
summer issue was the lack of
contributions. In past years this
hasn't halted the presses — the
shortfzll in members’ submissions
being made up for by the various
Editors’ inventiveness. This is fing if
the Editor has the time {o produce
a saries of pieces to fill out the
issue, but that is a commaodity
which | find in short supply, hanca
no sUmmer magazine.

For this issue | must give many
thanks to the following contributors
wha carme up with the goods, and it
will nat surprise you that they are
the usual stalwarts!

Colin Warrall — | have parsonally
taken it upon myself to train his
wife as a word processor, She now
has the necessary skills to supply
8E copy on a fleppy disk in Werd
87 format!

Steven Worrall ~ thanks for the
Roben aricle Stave (which was
ready for the abandoned summer
iszua), Keep taking the photos and
recording the prograss — It is an
important recard,

Alan Ashurst — always ready to
contribute and assist any 8E
endeavour, not least the magazine,
Most of us take Alan's behind the
scenes efforts for grantad, but
where would the 8E be without
him?
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Chris Simon — besides his other
8E dutias, Chris consistently
produces something ariginal for 'On
Shed', this issue containing part 11
of his lettar from America’.

Len Clarke — another raliable
cantributor {but how doas he find
the lime?). Typing it all into the PC
is a job and a half however
[perhaps he'll get a computar for
Chrisimas!),

Production of a quality members’
magazine desarves more time than
| have available at present so |
refuctantly stand down as edior
with this issue, It would be
wonderful if & member with
WPR/DTP skills and a little time to
spare could be found to take on the
‘On Shed’ editarship, but given the
problems outlined eadier (not really
surprizing with a small
membarship) this will not be an
easy task.

| wonder if an alternative may be to
include cccasional feature aricles
from guest contributors in Alan
Ashurst's members' notes?
Perhaps it is a subject for debate in
a Mew Year meeting. | hope to be
able o resume BE activilies in the
future, but for now Mesry Christmas
and a Happy New Year to all
readers. | hope you enjoy izsus 45,

Alewv Cawr




CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS.

JulyiAugust proved a hectic scheduls
for the BE with visitz to the East Lancs
Railway, Whitepate Way Walk, John
Penn's O geuge garden railway and
finally Stalybridge. East Lancs proved to
be litte disappointing with the railway
being very quiet, although it was wvery
nice to see Belly Beels lvatt in black
livery; or dare | say its correct livery.

Altarnalive power was provided by
Class 50, 50015 which hauled us in a
rather pedestrian manner to Rawtenstall
and back to Ramsboltom, where wa set
hol-footed to the pub for refrashments
and excellent i was  too;  highly
recommended. Back to Bury for a wander
around the station, then by tram and
heritage dmu to  MNorthwich, Members
present were Mike Lenz, Steven Worrall,
Chriz Simon, Mr and Mrs Geoff Smithars,
and mysalf.

Sunday Znd August we descanded
on the Whilegale Way to meset Trevor
Booth our guida for the day, What a
briliant day it was, sunshine all the way.
We met Trevor at the former Whitegate
Station then a shor drive to Winsford
whare the tour started.

Trevar had obviously dona hours of
ragaareh Into his four and we were well
rawardad with a most informative and
enjoyable aftemoon, even finding ona or
two relics (oo neavy and large o remove
in a Volkswagen van). The price of £3.50
included & bookiet compited by Trevor,
excellent value wall done Trewv, We really
enjoyad the day. Members present ware
Alan Ashurst, Paul Riley, Steven Warmrall,
David Lawless, Staphen Moore and
airlfriend, and mysalf,

Sunday Sth August we visited John
Fennz 'O gauge garden layout. John and
his colleagues made us most weloame,

The layoul Is phenomenal. Dave
Healy, one of our members, was
operating a seclion and even let your
Chairman loose on the controls. | even
managed o buy, YES BUY a 9E shed
plate. You should all know whera that is!
Those who have booked for Seplember
will not be disappointed. Thanks again
John for a cracking day. Members
present were Fred MNorrey, Migel
Wilkinson, Geoff Smith, Geaoff Smithers,
Steven Worrall, and myself.

Tuesday 11th  August's wisit to
Stalybridge was a =zaga to say the |least.
Wisits to Morthwich station by Mike Lenz
and myself found the booking office
closad. No o explanations, not even &
notice! The station and platforms are in
disgusting  state, litter everywhere,
Privatization is not working in Morthwich!

Linable to  buy wayfarer tickets
costing £6.60 al the station, wa had to
Luy them on the train, costing £8.80. 5o
a letter of complaint winged its way to
Marth West Trains from S Waorrall, who as
yet has not received a replyl Tom, Mike,
Steve and yours truly sat off for
Stalybridge vie Manchester  Piccadilly
meaeting Chris Simon, Gordon Heddon,
Alan Ashurst, along the way. We all
enoyed a most convivial evening.

These summear outings have beesn
vary enjoyable and we will be planning
more for next yvear. Northwich meatings
continue lo provide good support from
the mambership and long may it
continue. Your magazine has again been
compiled by Alan Carr, who deserves a
great deal of credit for this important link
for the membars., We do nat see anocugh
of Alan dus lo work commitmants but his
confribution  to  the BE  is  much
appreciated
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CHESHIRE LINES.

o RE-OPENING-

‘OF THE

WINSFORD & OVER BRA_N CH

PASSENGER TRAFFIC.

The Branch Line from’ GUDDINGTON to WINSFORD and OVER
will be RE-OPENED for Passenger irafle on DONDAY,
February 1st, 1602, end the following eervice of PJ’LEE:E*IG R.

TRATHS will commence running on that date.
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WARRINGTON MEETINGS - AND OTHER TOPICS

Members will probably be aware that the
gatharings of our Warrington sub-group
have baan through & period of dormancy
of late. My wife's admission ta hospital in
the spring for surgery led on to a fairly
lengthy period of convalescence during
which time the organizing of meetings
was not high on our list of priorities,
which | am sura everyene could
understand.

It is pleasing to report that Dareen was
up and about again in late semmer afler
a succassful outcome to the procesdings,
but my own position with very busy spells
aof contract wark for both Railtrack and
Wirgin Trains meaant that demands upon
my time prevented the expected
resumption of fixtures in the Autumn,

Meverthelass whilst all this has been
taking place the opportunity has been
affordad to step back awhile and do
some serious thinking as to what the
longar tarm pragnosis is for running
evening meatings in the town, given the
continued faify modest support for these
events and tha organizational input
racjuirad to keep them going.

For perhaps the last couple of years or so
it has become apparent that changes
would have to take place, with avan
complate abandonment a suggested
possibilty, This latter course of action
wild be particulardy sad for the small
band of regular supportars, some of
whom for varous reasons cannot get to
Morhwich regulary. The “Sid Roberts'
Legacy” (of which more ancn) has only
ciome about directly through the holding
of mestings in Warington, so there are
abvious spin-offs in our remaining active
in the area,

In recent years we have struck up a
constructive and cordial relationship with
thia Morth West Branch of the Graat

Wastern Soclety, who also meet in the
town on the sama date (last Friday of the
month) as ourselves. Thay too suffar
from relatively small alttendances and lo
help to alleviate this we have promaoted
one joint fixture per annum (usually in
March) when resources could be poclad
for our mutual benefif,

| have for some time falt that there was
scope to build upan this and in late
summer the 8E Commitles was pleased
to be approached by the GWS (MW
Committee directly on this topic as they
wera also having simifar thoughts,

Three of us {(Colin Worrall, Geoff Smith
and mysall) attended 8 GWS Commitlea
meeating in Seplember to further explore
these suggestions whence it became
claar that our GWS friends ware also
having serous reservations about their
maeting room stating that the consensus
amang their members was that, despile
the lack of bar facilities, our meeting
venue provided a much betler meating
envirenment than their usually cramped
conditions at the erstwhile BRSA Club at
Central Station.

Thea course of astion now decided upon
will therefore ba as follows:-

1. Thea 8E Association will not promaote
any meetings independently in
Warrington during the Winter / Spring
1898/99 pariod;

2. The GWS will fransfer thair 2¥th.
Movember 1958 and 26th, March
1988 fixturas to the 8E Association
mealing venue at 5t. Hilda's Mission
Church Clubroom, Slater Sireet,
Latchford (7.30pm) fo which all BE
mamoers will be very cordially
wilcomed. We will also help with
pramation of these bwo events;

3. From September 1999 the GWS will
transfer their meatings wholasale (o
St. Hilda's Clubroom, Attendance of
8E members will be encouraged at all
events, although two official “joint"
fixtures will be held in November and
March for which the 8E group will be
responsible for providing guest
spaakers, refreshments and other
organizational input (to give the GWS
ladies a couple of nights offl);

4. |n addition, the BE Association will
promote a self - contained mesting in
the summer months (Juna / July)
during the normal "close season” of
GWS indoor fixtures {but to which
GWS members will of course ba
invited) which may well be a little
differant from the usual indoor events,
a.q. ouldoor "Heritage Walks" or
suchlike,

Obviously the finer points of this schema
still nead to be tied up, but the broad
outling above will we feael operata to the
considerable benafit of both socleties in
the longer term and we hope that all 8E
Tolk will support these proposals in
numbers!

The 5id Roberts' Legacy

The last issue of this magazine carred
the sad obituary for our Warringten
member 5id Roberts, A quie! and
unassuming chap, Sid had enjoyed the
friendship of our 8E Warrngton mestings
after becoming a member about five
yaars 890 until his unexpected and
untimely death in the Spring of 1997,

Sid was an avid collector of rallway
mamaorabilia including books, video,
slides, models and cther items as wall az
being a fairly accomplished photographer
in his own right with materizl going back
o the mid-1860"s, Thanks o the goodwill
of hiz son Mark (a2 leng-ime friend and

neighbour fram childhood days) much of
Lhis malsiial has come into the
possession of the Association and we
have already benefited through a couple
of slide shows at both Warrington and
Morthwich using some of Sid's slidas.

What to do with the rest of the collestion,
in particular the videe films, has been the
source of some thought of late. A recent
allempt 1o catalogue this material has
been undertaken with Mike Lenz and wa
have decided that it would ba rather sad
(and not necessarily profitable) to break
up the coflection for resals,

It is felt that a better option would be to
run a "“Library" operation for the benefit of
the membership at large, with tapes
made available for a neminal charge
tprobably £1) for a month's hire to be
berrowed and retumed at meetings in
Morthwich and Warrington (and at other
times by arangement).

There are well over 100 tapas in the
collaction, covering a complete spectrum
of the railway hobby from archive steam
to modern image "news" type tapes. With
a particular interast in the Morth Wales
Coast, Sid had colleclad many lapes
featuring steam activity during the last 10
years at Crewe Hertage Centre and
along the coast line which in themselves
will provide a considerable historical
archive of trains we have been Involvad
with in a "support crew" capacity,

Ve would hope fo have the schame up
and running early in the New Year, with
more detalls available at monthly
meatings from January [ February. There
may even be scope o increase the
Fbrary in future through similar beguests
or with members wishing to donata any of
their old tapas to us for inclusion in the
scheme. |Lis envisaged that proceeds will
0o fowards the "Robert® resforation fund
and provide a lasting fribute to Sid.




Mike Lenz and Alan Ashurst with the BE Association Sales f Publicity display at
Helisby Mathodist Hall during Helsby station ‘Ral Open Day' - 26™ Sept 1958,

Preserved Crosville bus rag LFM 810 (ouilt 1951) at Halsby st ation farecourt
providing éie Frodsham shultle service during Rd..{_..p... i D-a,- — 26" Sent IEE-B

(phiotos Alan Ashurst)

Helsby Station "Open Day"

Wa have of late struck up a relationshin
with tha MORTH CHESHIRE RAIL
USER'S ASSOCIATION who act in
support of the Chester - Frodsham -
Warrington - Livarpool / Manchester line |,
a group simitar o the Mid - Cheshire
RLA who support the Chaster -
Maorthwich - Manchester route

We were very pleased to be invited by
the NCRUA to attend the racent station
open day at Helsby (26th September)
which provided a now somewhat rare
auting for our sales & publicity displays.
Along with Bob Greenhalgh and Mike
Lenz | enjoyed an entertaining day in
Helsby Methodist Church Hall meeating
tand making) a range of friends old and
new who ware keen to sae what the BE
group is up to these days.

The NCRLIA has been very active in
attending to the gardens and structures
at Helsby station recently and they are
making a very good job of this. They
hope to ultimately spread thelr influence
to other stations in due course. Regular
meelings are held in Helsby and | will be
pleasead to supply details if anyones is
interested in gaing along to support this
worthy group. |Eis hoped that further
simitar "opan days" will be held in futura,

MSJA 150th Anniversary

1889 marks the 150th anniversary of the
opening of the Manchester, South
Junction & Allrincham Raflway, the
Manchester - Stretford - Sale - Alfrincham
route now part of the "Metrafink™ light rail
cperation but once a very imporant part
af the main railway network and the
springbeard of many rail davelopments in
tid - Cheshire in the Victoran period.

This joint LMWR { MSLR {later Greal
Central) line gave the GC the impetus to
expaﬂ-:r it's influence westwards and the

peilinee of the line in the gestation of
Ihe Cheshne Lines Committes {although
ft mever became part of the CLC network)
should not be underestimated. Our
frignds in the Altrincham Eleciric RPS
and the Mid - Cheshire RUA will be
promating & range of events in the
coming year with which we have bean
invited to play a part.

We have indicated our support for thesa
plans and hope to nominate a delegate to
serve on the organising committes for the
various events taking placa.

Precise details are not yet to hand,
although when firm plans are drawn up
these will be brought to your attention at
Both cur own menthly meatings and of
course at the AERFS lectures which
continug to be held in Altincham Library
on Friday evenings (15 January, 12
February & 12 March; 7.30pm).

Alan K. Ashurst




Here is the Home Page of UK Heritage Railways.
it is a huga reference point for UK and Wond presenvalion cenlres and events.
There is even & loco database. Try if owl If you are abie to sccess the internaf
The net address is:
http:fhomepages uel.ac.uk/M1278/rly-presfinfo.html

£ t UK Heritage
: m§ | Railways
ﬁw These pages are produced in association with the

Heritage Railway Association

My thanks to the University of East London for allowing these pages to be made available on

their server.
gll_liH;;ﬂ;;e_ Rallways ﬂﬂmrUKRailm,y Pages
S, UK Heritage Raitways Map | @) Raiivays Around The Warla
i Evehl:s Diary il _ , Latest E:In;r; ._ e
OO Locomives Daiuvase. || Clsears e o s
Eﬁ.;‘ﬂ.sewaﬁnn Pictore Gallery |@3&-~_nr .Ku}rbu.»s,ites

These pages are intended to provided a guide to all heritage railways, preserved locomolives,

preservation socteties and railway museums in the UK, Like many things on the web it is constantly

changing, as is the railway preservation scene iself. Where ever possible [ have included details of
special events and operating days, but you are advised to contact the railway directly at the given
aildress for confirmation of, and full details of events, opening times and train timetables.

1f amvone has details of any web sites or railway sites and events they would like o see here, plegse

emeil M Dewellfigel acok with the details. ]
[he anawers o some Trequently asked questions zre available on the FAC page.
Key Tao Sites

e ot lway offering regular passenger rides between two or mote stelions,
Site with short demenstration line (may also offer passenger rides).
—7 Tramway offering regular passenger rides
on Museum (no passenger rides nommally provided)
Standard Gange (4 #% inches).
EE Marow Geuge

£ Site oflering Driver Experience courses

8

46211 Dieent Manid leaves Morth London’s Primrose Hill Tunnel en-route for Euston,
[BR Photooraph]




1897 & A LOT OF PAINT UNDER THE BRUSH

iPart 2 of the secref diary of Lan Clarke — a one man presenation movemant)

WITH BRUSH & ROLLER, BLOOD, SWEAT & TEARS

June came and | thought an
appartunity fo crack on with a
couple of coaches at Cheddleton
for the NSR, as a voluntaer, The
vehicles, a BSK and an RBR form
& stationary buffet car servica on
the newly opened Platform 2.
Externally they were in the usual
faded run down condition of all
redundant Mk | stock, though
internally the RBR particularly is in
good condition through a fairly
recant BR refurbizhment,

| hadl prograssed the job quite
successiully as and whan time
permitted — usually 2, sometimes 3
maornings per week through the
early Spring. As the vehicles are in
the open and at the time there had
been some bright warm spells the
job was progressing quite nicsly.
On hot days however, by midday
wilh the sun directly overhead it
was time to knock off,

By virtue of a six thirty start, a 40
minuta drive through Morth
Staffordshire’s rolling hills on the
‘Bae Emm’, a good morming's work
on tha coaches and a ride back,
altogether a delightful start to the
day! Remeamber June? The maonth
of the weltest drought on record. In
fact in June very lithhe work got
done at Cheddiaton because of the
weather - most frustrating!

My intarest in coashas came with
the realisation long ago that, unlike
a loco, whatever the weather wark
can ba found to do on a coach,
Internally [ externally, timbsr or
steel | finally painting and
varnishing, Doors on coaches are &
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case in point, Major surgery to steel
skins and wooden frames is often
required before painting, As doors
can ba defached fairly easily and
transported by trailer this is the sort
of job (o be progressed at home
under the carport.

Many happy hours are spant
remaving (by drilling out) rusted
sorews from hinges and door
adgas to release the stesl skin from
the wooden frame — also cutfing
out rotted stael and splicing in new
timber to the frame whare naaded,

Final assembly of the ‘new’ door
requires fabricating new sactions in
steal to be welded in prior to
affaring up the door to the coach.

Came July and Blue Petar was in
the frame for an ‘intermadiate’
repaint. After its Spring visit o
Crewe and some mainling trips it
had had a spell on the GCR befare
refurning for the NY MR high
s2ason, During its spells out of
traffic | would progress the repaint
50 that come the new season of
mainling work - starting September
— it would lock as they say
‘immaculate’.

The loco worked turn and lurn
about, one weak on - one week off
with Sir Nige! Gresley. In all Blue
Peter's repaint took 9 days over 3
waeks lo achisve a respectable
finish, Bul there's always the
knockers! A couple of drivars "Why
bother? They were naver like that
in BR days so why paint it?" | have
to gently point out that the loco was
I&st done six vears bafore and that

s

on her travels would be seen by
tens of thousands, that we are not
BR 30yrs ago at the end of steam,
that we ara in the entertalnment
businass, that the ordinary visitor o
the NYMR expects clean locos
and coaches {and loos). You may
dream that you're on the fish’ from
Abardesn but the reality is that
you're off on three return trips to
Pickering with a train of happy
holidaymakars and perhaps the
bast reason of all - NELPG are
payling me! Give me strength!

Mid-September saw 532 take a
MELFG special from
Middlasborough — Mewcastle —
Carlisle & Preston. A wonderful day
out with some spirited running
along the Tyne Valley, over Shap
and down the WCML. A forelaste
of some exhilarating trips in the
coming season!

On B.P's complation the A4 Soclely
asked if | would do likewise for
‘B.N.G.". Not a graal deal of
parsuasion was neaded, aftar all it
i an A4 — a thoroughbred — and |
had done it twice before. The first
time in 1279 for Rainhill and
Liverpool Rd. for the 150™ L&M
celebrations and then agein after
its mid-eighties averhaul and
appearance al the 1986 visit to
‘The Plant’ (Doncaster waorks) for
their 150" celebration and in that
gorgeous garter biua - to stand
alongside those beautiful LMER
apple green racars of the ECML —
a splendid occasion and not a dry
eye in the house!

Let me give you an idea of what
was involved in SNG's recant
repaint. It required, aftar its spell of
running on the NYMR service
trains, a couple of days for the
baoilar to cool dawn, A thorough
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cleaning and degreasing then fook
place, Sanding down and making
gocd of loose filler and flaking
paintwork followed,

Invariably the top of the bolleron a
large loco takes a lot of punishmant
due to the heat and the difficulty of
accass for cleaning purposes. Two
days wera spent in ‘preparing’ the
boller prior to undercoat, gloss and
varnish, and a further day on the
lining cut — altogether G days.

NG is a big loco and involved
mainly ladder work at 12 - 14 ftio
thi top of the boller balancing &nd
hanging on and of course applyving
the paint for a professional finish.
Mot a job for the faint hearted!

Starting at 7 o'clock in the morning
gnd finishing late in the evening to
aveid the midday heat it was
certainty hot and sweaty and at
timas dirty work — over the bailer
and under the skylights in
Grosmont MPD.

At its next rest period a tharough
clean, b down and revarnizsh fo
completion of tender and cab was
the order, with tha wheals alsa
getling some altention, Finally she
stood resplendant in the sunshine
in her new paintwork al Grasmant,
ready to run a series of railiours in
her 507 year ovar her ofd stamping
grounds north of Kings Cross.

Just as | put the final touches to the
thoroughbred A4 came a request
from the NYMR shedmaster Peter
Smeaton. Would | have a leok at
class 24051 and give him a price
for a repaint. | showed less than full
enthusiasm having been quite busy
as it was getting towards the end of
Seplember and abviously weather
would be a factor. He sald that the




loco was a good "un but looked a
mass and could not enter traffic in
that condition. Af that | relented. It
meant ona more loco for the MPD
and ane less loco up the headshunt
among the derelicts - being in a
national park such things are
important,

24081 (class 24 Bo-Bo) was built at
Crewe in 1960, It served initially in
the Londan and Edinburgh areas
bafore returning o Crewe diesel
department in 1873, Withdrawn in
1875 it became a Derby works
deparmental loco and then the
Rallway technical Centre gave it a
hama for & years before final
withdrawal.

Crwned at various locations since
then it came to the NYMR in 1594
and has had an extenziva rabuld, It
is now in early BR livery — green
with naow blue-grey bands as
built DE0G1,

The A4 - 'a fhoroughbrad'

But of course the knockers appear
again! “what are you doing a diesel
for? Well, | patiently axplain that
the NYMR requires large locos, 2
245, 2 283 and a 50 in the event of
fire risk, steam loco failure and for
works trains and shunters for
moving stock, Give ma strength!

The prablam in Autumn at
Grosmant is that on dull days being
in a deep valley the moisture hangs
abaut. This inhibits drying of paints
and therafore the work needs to be
dona in a manner to avoid the
damp affecting the finish. However,
Mastly dry fine days over the manth
saw the looo transformed.

To be concluded
Mext; The Duchess' new clothas,

Fooincta:

My reference tothe L&Y loco in its
ternporary guige as a mid-European loco
(see pad one of Len's secret diary
published in the fazt izsue of this
miagazing) should have read ‘Dear Wolher
s & bugger’ not Dear Mother its a
kA mid-Evropaan joke?

Crewe L1:52pm - 12:08am

the once farniliar features of mail-handling have now disappeared. Class 325 units have now
replaced the elderly posial stock shown here Manual handling of mail has pone. And do jugs in
bedrooms sull gently shake as the train passes™  [BR Photograph]

Crently shaking jugs in bedvocms? Those BR pablicity gups ceriaindy had rich imaginations - Fd
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"THE ROBERT PROJECT"
Mot Just Preserving A Locomotive

Af first the thought of a restoration
project conjures up images of hard dirty
and physically demanding work, yes it is
all those things, but it is also in my own
opinion a whole lof more! The past two
years since the start of the project have
given me many highly enjoyable hours
working on the project,

Thera are many hidden benefits of a
day spent working on Robert and most of
them must be experenced to be
appreciated. One such banefit is for me
anyway, the oppartunity to leam about
tha inner workings of steam locomative,
the pregressive removal of the moving
parts that make up the engine's motion
has taught me a lot.

Anofher benefit of working on Robert
has been the chance to be able to leam
to usa some of the skills and tools
associated with the preservation of the
engine including welding and burning
equipment and more recently arc
welding. And also not to be forgotlen is

especially when visited by a main line
steam engine,

Another aspect of a day with Robert
is the people working alongside you, Joa
Butcher is a retired bollermaker, and is
quite a character. And with my memoriss
of the raitway firmiy in the B.R. blue era
Joa's memories of working in a thriving
enginearing works offer a rare and much
appraciated inslght into the past.

Itis a real pleasure to work alongside
Joe and the other membears of the team
and learn skills and information of days
gone by,

Az [ have mentioned above there is a
lot more to waorking on Robar than iz first
thought, and is not just about the
preservation of a steam locomaotive it is in
my a opinion an excellant learning
cpportunily and one that is greathy
appreciated.

My thanks go to all the "Robert”

the opporiunity 1o be around the comings team.
and goings of the heritage centre,
Steve Wovvall
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Joe burns out rivets to aid removal of tha emokebox {3 Worall)
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AMTRAK EXPERIENCE II
Chris Simon concludes his 1997 USA holiday report

During & holiday in California In 1987,
Mary and | took the opportunity 1o travel
by public trenspart on & coupla of
cccasions. Less than impressed with
Amtrak's performance on our Tiest by,
we daclded to give them a sacond
chance, As an altemative to a lsngthy
journey on the Freeway in a hire car to
visit San Diego the acanomias of train
fravel ware aftrastive.

Even for three people (we ware baing
shown around on this trip by our son
P, the cost of train travel was
surprisingly cheap and we chose the
marning train {the San Dlegan) south
from Carpinteria. We baoked Custom
Class: For a modest extra charge we
would get reserved seats, frea coffes
tea or juice and a newspaper.

Having stippad out of our aparment, an
no more than the odd occasion during
cur vacalion, to observe the raiiread
gcane, | was bacoming familiar with the
signal procedures and shorlly before the
train was due at 7:35 the signal light
switched on [actually showing a red in
the direction opposits to travel on 2
gingle line section). it was a faw minutes
before anything elsa happaned; the
anything else being the arrival of the
Fire Dapartment and the ambulance. A
passanger had suffered symptoms of a
heart attack and neaded to be taken off
the train before we could board, Why
the Fire Depariment? US cusiom is for
the fire-fighters to administer any
oxygan - in any case the ambulance is
really & taxi.

Iming brain froms Los Angeles sfiives San Diego at the mission sly'e station

Modors F40PH. 300000 jocomotives

G, Clegs Trotay v
Ihe photograph: these arm elecinicatly po

v G D longer and poweared |‘:. 2 lozos, arr
i s through one

W AmMieet cars placed In service only 8 few months bafore 1his Auguel 1976
g haating, lighting and cooking needs for these naw Lrains is suppled by General

Phata by Carl H. Slumer

ing and tailing. The r's"'-nr--uu':oe-
the track v |-.- e 3
& ATESF logo under the arch cfl el:-

Paso Robles
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N San Clemente
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Wa found our seats in the Custom Class
in & 1870's Amfleet Car which was quite
disappaointing in its ride characteristics
{what really hurt was that everyone
came in to use the free coffee, tea ar
juice dispenser!), By confrast, cur return
journey (as we weare not able to book)
was in the superior Bombardier-built
stock, in Coach Class, making a
mackery of the marketing.

The train was soon running alongside
the California coast, with the morning
sunshine putting a sparkle on the waves
and the pelicans patrolling and then
diving to catch fish. The journey south
eventually involves passing through the
sprawling suburbs of Los Angeles to
enter Union Station for a twenty-minute
wail before reversing to continue south.

There's a confusion awaiting the unwary
visitors from north-west England. LA
has a regicnal rail service on six routes
in the greater LA area. Five of these
routes radiate from Union Station, the
sixth is an inland line effectively linking
the outer ends of three of the five. This
service is called Metrolink. The sight of
double deck rolling stock (and sizeable
locomotive depots) with the Metrolink
name emblazoned made me smile!
Thare's further eye-rubbing at San
Dizgo where the Trolley {a light rail
service with two routes linking
downtown SD with the suburbs and the
Mexican border) is (colour apart)
identical with our very own Manchestar
Metralink.
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Back to LA, howevar, whera a twenty-
minute wait seems interminable. A crew
change and we head out again past
Mission Tower and then over Atchison,
Topeka and Sanla Fe RR metals {all the
signs still say AT & SFRR). Once
again we saw that, however sparse the
passenger services, freight yards ara
full of "toffsie" and "coffsie" - TOFC,
traller on flat car, and COFC, container
on flat car.

The trip by train was comfortable
{though net punctual) and a more
interesting experience than travel on the
Fresway. The trains were busy (partly
because of infrequency) and very well-
{perhaps over-) staffed. Eavesdropping
on the conductors' radios could become
addictive...

with phrases like "We have a Highball!"
to complete the American railroad
atmosphere.

Chris

g

Phats by Karsten J Salin'Shud 4

B ey

48151 banked by 48453 Tunstead — Winnington hoppers, Hartiord Norh 2/1/67
(phato A, Wilkinson)
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~ monthly meetings |

NORTHWICH MEETINGS

Meatings are held on the second Tuesday of each menth (excepting July and
August) at the 'Lion & Railway’ Holed, Northwich {opposite the railway station).
The meetings start af 7.30pm and embrace & vanely of railway related fopics.

Tues 12" January 1999
JOHN AUSTIN ‘Steam on Canvas'
John is a member of The Guild of Railway Arfiste

Tues 9" February 1999
MIKE LENZ ‘American Rallways & travels in Cornwall'
A mix of USA rall video and slides from Mike’s Comish escapades

Tues 9'" March, 1999
CHRIS SIMON presents a 'Quiz Night'

Tues 13" April, 1999

DAVE ERADEN '‘Rugby & Great Central Archive Slides’
BE Member Dave (ex BR) refurns by reques!

WARRINGTON MEETINGS

(Graat Western Society — NW Group)

Meatings are currently held on the last Friday of each month, at the Railway
Ciuh alongstde Warrnglon Central Stafion, starfing at 7.30pm. The meeling
for March is a joint 8E / GWS meeting at 51, Hilda's clubroom, Slater St,
Latchiord {off the ASD Knulsford Rd.)

Fri 20" Jan NW Group quiz,

Fri 26" Feb NW Group AGM

Fri 26" March Sugar Rallways of Java (Brian Pearce)
This is & folnt 8E 7/ GWS meeting at the 8E venue (see abova)

Fri 30" April West Highland Line (K. Naylor}

8E members are encouraged fo aftend these mestingz. The close lnk

batwosn tha fwo Warringlon groups is likely fo result in more foint meetings in

fhe future,
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MNerthwich Nocturne circa 19487
MNof gure, you ScOpics are goite fght. It s Haworth yard 1985 (photo Alan Cam)
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