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EDITORIAL

Here we are at the send of amotker year, one which will be lomg
remembered by thoee members who took part in the celebrations at
Crewe, and one fn which the hssccfatlionts activities have been turned
around from the doldrums of the previoms couple of years to a year
aF feverish sctivity, Trn my crevicue edliterfal T commented upon the
lack of response froe membere with regard to helping more actively
in the groups salee and serviecing activities and how thie might
effect future magazine production. As you will fimd when you read
this {ssues Committes Matters feature, the committee had & lang
debate over the Tubure of the magazime, the outcome of which is that
from 1988 the magazine will become a twice yearly publicatiom to
appear in summer and winter, However there 1s a 1ikellhood that in
the imtervening period a small newsheet will be issued along the lines
af the 1986/B7 Annual Report format, The SMALL number of members present
at the AGM were in favour of this solution 4n order to ease our
finacial budget over the coming yearse T hope that the members will
be satinfied with this solution but tF anyene has any other ideas the
committes would be pleased to hear Lhem.

Let us look forward ard hope that 1988 proves to be as good a Fear

for the Association as 1987 has been.

Eestored to workinp order in time for the SRD 150 celebraticms, 7F

2-f-0 S3H08 1s ssen here in the yard at Minshead on the Feet Somerset

Raflway in September 1987. (Fhoto - K. Lighthewn.)




Committee Matters. J House.

The tommlttee continues to meet at the Lion and Nallway B the
fipgt Tuesday of each month and the mein topics discunwed have besn
as follave;
(1) Creve Herltage Site,
we rok hold our eales etock at the sfte inm s tiwher parden-type
ghed "leased" from acguaintances made during the Festival ftselr,
Thic has enabled ue to rum a esles stand durineg the weekendes prior
to Christmas when the site was open to the public. We, or more
gpecifically, Colin, Mike and Dave have continued to amslet with '
lece servicing and cleaning during these cperating weekends but
they vould be only too pleased ta uo; more membere turning up to
halpy especially in the coming year, If we are to maintain onr

repiiaticn within the preservation movement.

{11)Pinance,
Tn crder to secure the financlal future of the BE, we propcse the
folioving meAsures;

! Fublish the megazine twice a year, in summer and winter,
®ith Alen Ashuret providing Member's Notes at each monthly
meeting other than when a magazine i due owt, This means
that those members who do not attend the monthly restings
will orly receive Lwo magazines for their membership since
it would gost toc much in postage to szend out the Member's

Notee every merth to thosewho were not present at the meeting,

b

.

Inerease the anmuwal subseription from £5 to £6 for ordinary
members, frow £3 to £3,50 for Junicr and OAP members and from

L7 to E8 ror fanily members, The Life Membership rate remaine
L

at £70.

Tn this wa¥ we zhould be able to continue on a steble financial

footing, mo longer dependant upes 'one-zff' evente such as Crewse 15¢,

The other major ftem tco be covered comcerns the AOGK at which the
attendance was down on that of previour years, It was perhaps mosi
fartunate that the mumbers were sm&ll as we had te hold the meeting
in the Focl Rocom owlne to the landlord double-booking the maim room,
The vartous ftems on the sgenda were socm cempleted with the commities,
once again, re-elected en masse. The guestion of mapazine publication
and subseription Increases were explained to those present and a vote
was taken to accept the new propcsale put forward by the committee.
These were accepted by all present.

The Dimner DJance proved to be a =ost enjoyable event for gll thoee
rresent bukt, cmce agaimy £t would have been nice to see a Tew more
membere in attendance. Neverthless the coomlttee Intends to rapeat
this feature newxt Chrictmas.

One 1last ftem to be covered concerne the proposed intreoductieon of
& system of wouchers which cam be bought at amy time of the year, and
which can be re-imbuirsed against membership remewsls of purchases from
the sales stamd, This would thus ensble members to pay thelr subscriptions

in stapges and thus avold one large payment.

Spotting on the Castleton Branch.
By Phil Clayton.

With the resurgence of rafilway interest, provoked by the Impending
restoration of steam working by the Zast Tance Railway at Bury Boltaon
Strest, T az hcpeful that this account of my happy days zpent with
gtear in the area may be of some paesing interest to members.

There to begin? Vell, what about the beginning? As a ¥ery young
ehild T can just remember being taken to the 1ittle goods room on
Brosdfield Station to collect a new fishing rod which =y dad had
purchased, Ded was friendly vith the then Station Master, who T khew

only as Benny., T remember him ss a kindly man who ueed to pull my leg




something shameful, Broadfield wae unremarkable am & #hation, prabably
typfeal of mary in the country at the time, The layout soneisted of an
up and down platform, booking office, parcels room and the mdded Tuxury
ef & covered overbridge, All the warninr sigme 8t the 1ineside proclaimed
that thie was the terrftory of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Ratlway
Compeny although, by them, the L.M.5, was in charge, There was also a
small goods yard which housed a large shed bullt, T believe, by the
architect who desigmed the Albert Dock In Liverpeol. A slngle line led
away into a large R,A.F. camp that lay close at hand and on ocessione
their ehunter would make am appearance.

Ae for the branch Itself, i1t was formed whers the line curved away
from the Manchester, Rochdale, Bradford formation at Castleton Junection,
The staticne were Czstleton Junctien, Heywood, Heyscod Broadfield, Pury
¥nowsley St., Radeliffe Black Lane, Bradley Fold and Belten Trinity St.
The largest station apart from Bolton was in fact Bury Enoweley 5t.,
rhere there were extensive sidings and a large goods warehouse, from
which the 1ittle three wheeled Scasmell wagens distributed the traf e
eff the branch. Tt was from this point that the lines which now make up
*he East Lance Railway curved away to Bury Bolten 5t,, and thence to
Fawtenstall, Ramsbottom ete.

he & young ehlld in the East Lancs cotton area, 1t was only natural
that the a=nual Wakes Teek holidaye were spent at that groat watering hole
of the masees, Blackpool, Tt was on one af these trips that my rirst major
exposure to steam traction took place, T only dimly remerber the journey,
but the motive power dnveolved made o lasting dmpreseion for, ae the
excursion pulled inte our 1itile station, there at the head wae a
Eleaming Black S L5154 Lanarkshire Yeomanry, Tr those far off daya, 1t
vas always the eustom to thank, or even tno tip the driver, 1f the journey
had been to cne's satisfaction. Mv dad must have been a bit fiush, as

we were =00m aboard the loco footplate ss she simmered away at the end

of the run, T must admit, s a young child T was a Bit appreheneive and

I

vather elad te got off apain. As far as T can temember, that waE the

e

start af my infectice wiih the stear bug, snd I resclved i sbialin as
many ioco numbers as possible, To thie end T availed myself of an Tan
Allan ABC, and with brash confidence expected to fill it in = menth!

fe yeou can guess T was fn for a big let down. After T had seen the =zame
1oco at least twice a day for a week ey enthusfasm was wearing a bit thim,
but =t4311 T stuck at it, For apes T existed on a diet of 4Fs, 8Fs, WDs
and the local stoppers powered by Stanfer and Fairbure tanke, In fact,
one of these became s familiar that she became known tc my mates and T
as Duchess of Rroadfield; for the record she was number L2Lib. Although
mast of the traffic was mundane, there were high spots, T well remember
my first double-header, this transpired toc be two of Newton Heath's
Jubilees, 45700 Conquerer and 45702 Cclossus. Then there was the glorious
moment when T saw my firet Brit, altheugh why she was there was a mysteryl
TT you will allow me a 1little author's latitude let me aet the ecene for
you, Tt was a ware summer evening during the school holldays (Weren't
they all in them days! - Ed), and the local gamg of youthful spotters
were perched in ocur positione, just cutslde the station environs at
Heywood Broadfield. The peg opposlte cur position came off, and socon a
eoluen of smoke and stesm appeared in the distance, Slovly the leoco came
inta view, a ery went up from the assembled multitude, 'Brit, Brit.’ In
the ensuing pantec we nearly forgot to get the number, In fact she was
nmumber 70054 Dormoch Firth. Te our inemperlienced eyes she loscked in
gpotless conditfcn and we waved and cheered untll che paszed out of our
eight, we ever got & toot on the whistle, scetasy!

At about this time T bepan to take an interest in football. The
nearest place to indulge was Gige Lane, the home of Pury F.C. Fortumately,
thic plwarye involved a trip dowr the bBranch to Pury, and a chance tc =ae
the locoe shunting the yard there, At thet time Bury cccupied = somewhat

higher position in the league than they de today, and the match we were

to see wae e rnight game agalmst Steke City, who had & partieular player

by the name of Stanley Matthews who, althcugh nearing the end of his
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caraer, was down to play that might. As you cam guess, the train was
packed, and 1ittle or no epotting wae done. "hen the rfame was aver
we made our wa¥ back to the statiem, and there Ipn the bay platform,
with a couple of parcels vans In tow, wae Fowler Crab L2700, Whilst
we walted for the local stopper, we took the oppertunity tc gainm a
cabbing, We eventually managed to galn the footplate and we watched 4in
awe as the fireman prepared 42700 for the Journey, Tec our delight the
driver asked ue {f we would 1like & rum back to Broadfield on the féot-
plate, This put us in a dilemma, as T kmew my dad would be waiting at
Broadfield and the local stopper wae due owt before L2700, As T eaw it
there was ro cortest, T would have that trip come hell or high water.
Ae T remember there was a delay and we eventumlly left about an hour
late! The journey was magle but, as we reached cur destination, T
became apprehensive about what dad wae going to have to sey. T left
the feotplate walking on air but fearful of the wrath to come, T thought
T was in luck, the platform was deserted., T made my way through the
bocking hall, szddenly an enormous slap caught me arocund the right ear
and & booming voice thundered, "Where the bloody hell have you beenf"
¥ou pueesed 1t, he was waiting in the booking offfce for the last train,
before calling out the police. My backelde was a ripe plum colour for
a week! This 1ittle episode ie fixed forever in my mind as, sadly, my
dad died about & months later, sa, of all the grand loces in the NRM,
L2700 18 the one that means the most to me, ms Bhe vas chee the engine
that gave a little boy the thrill of kis 11fe, and a lasting memary of
his dad, albeit a painful cnel

Tt was about this time that T became aware of the delights of the
~oco shed. The loglesl place to start was 26D Bury, or Buckley Velle as
It was known loecally. Eventually we managed to gain highly 11legal
aceess and we were able to walk aleng the lines of sirmertng gisnts,
net surprieinely we had a few cops, as most of the locos were commaon

ctnes we had seen om the branch, Htf{11, we vere closer to them than

before, 260 had fts attractiome, buot ~omething had to be done to get

more wveriety inte my spotting. The anewer came with a resclution tc snezsk
a trip to 264, Wewton Yeath, & place of fond memory. Cne Sunday saw us
set forth, as I remember the fare in those daye was ome shilling and

nine pence return halt fare (1Bp for our younger members! - Ed), Ve had
actually foregone the chewing gum and geobetoppers to save up for the
trip., %e alighted on the platform at Dean Lane, to be greeted with the
glorious smell that loco depote were surrounded by, We wandered in awe
down rows upon rows of leces, nearly all of which we copped including
9Fs, BFs, Black Fives, Brits, Jubs, Patriote and even a Scot. After this
the branch would never be the same apaint! Somehow mum found cot about
this Iittle excursion and funde were reduced to poverty level thereafter,
The situation had to be rectified, and help came almost at omce from the
loeal tip! During our many wanderinges, my mate and I came upon the frame
and wheels of a decreplt tandem ecycle. This was going to be our key to
the joya of 26k, and other places further afield, And so we went inte
cycle preservation In a big way, eventually after puch hardship we
finally got the thing geing, and we were away.

Back on the branch our spciting continued and one amusing incident
coours to me. At Braomdfield there was a small gang of ehuntere, vho worked
on the gpoods shed and the emall yard. One cof these called to us one day,
just after LSE0T Ordion had gone through 1ight engine, that there would
be another Jub down shortly. We thanked him gleefu’ly, as it wae late and
we were ready to call it a day. We waited and waited, It began to go dark,
and we began to fret that we would have to leave and miss a poseible cop,
Scom, in the gathering gloom, a cloud of smoke spiralled up and Into viex
hove, yes, you've guessed it, L5691 on a short freight, That we said
ahout that ghunter doee not need repeating here!!

At ithis time we decided to sample the delirhis of the Vest Crast Main
Line, 50 we took a trip to Levland just cutside of Preston. At firet sight

this may seem an odd location but, T can assure you, 1% was & great place

-3



m

t- goot. e set off by local stopper for the first stage to Belten, T
cen alweys remember that the approach to Belien afforded ue a great
view Intc Belton ™anderers ground at Jurnden Ferk. For the record, our
maitive power for this first etage of the journey was L4TET, a common
engine on the branch. "e changed at Bolton and our lece became L5608
Kars, On arrival at Leyland we had to leave the station ap spotting
there was strictly tabee, Ve were gquickly ensconced in our positions
on the wooden fence by the famous paint factory. The actfion then came
thick and fast. The book reveals that first came LE25L City of Stoke on
Prent, closely followed by 46231 Duchess of Athell, My book tells of
a steady stream of Brits, Jubs, Scots, and & brace of Stanier Pacifics
27 both Frincess Royal and Ducheas types. All too sccn the day was over
and we had to leave for home, As our train arrived 4t wae socon clear that
¥e rould be golng home In style, for there at the head of the train was
LB256 Bir "illem A Stanler T.R.5. How the Pacfific cameé to be on that
working T have never found out, but T assume that the intended motive
Power had failed, and that the Paciffc juet happened to be handy. "hen
ve arrived back at Bolion there was chaos on the platform, with groupe af
spotters falling over themselves toc get a closer look at the loco, Uhen
che left we caught the faithful stopper, which, 1f =y notes nre corraect,
was agdin 44767. Tho would think that those two locos would have such
differing fates?

After thie my wanderings increased znd nu=bers filled ry brok, but T
£ti1l returned te the branch and it was here thst T saw the dreaded
¥ellow stripe that, tc mey, signified the beginning of the end. As steam

'bega: to sontract dnto the Merth "est, some unusual lacos begar to invade
the area, The most rotable of these be‘ng named Bls, and also OFs, and
even a record of a Clan on a freight wori®me, Ferhape rv saddest memory
was of Jubilee L5691 Oricn, o locc that T saw rmanv times. She paREed
through Brosdfield absolutely immaca}ate but, within & menth, she was

¥!thdrawn znd hauled away for scrap. The dreaded DMUs began to replace

the cormzor tank encines, LUt =ven =57 shers wers ghtill =lerty o ram

freight worainge, slth~urk by ihils time most ofF the lncog wore 4n a
dreadful state, 1965 came and that vae the ond, althoust not ouite, as
there was etill the grisly sight of lines of desd engines being drapgped
by the triumphant diesele to the scrap yardes, And so my Iinterest in
rallways faded as girle and pop muele took over from steam locos.

Thie netwithstanding, T sti1l kept my memories, and my note bocks
and, eomehow, T also retained the urge to leck over bridges and parapets
vhen T heard a trailn coming, although no more numbers were entered in my
collecticn, Much later, T married and moved to Forthwich where, one day,
a rumor ceme that there was & steamer in Northwich staticn, Tt turned
out to be Z0850 Lord Melscn, and there were the 8E swarming all over
her, In a flash, nostalglia overcame me, and T resclwed there and then
to get invelved. T fodned and, through eontacts within the Asscelation,
I have become a fireman, and an active leoco restoration member of the
Llangollen Raflways T etill have my linmke with the Bury ares as mum still
lives there, but sadly the places of my vouth have wirtually vanished.
The Castleton Branch became a freight only line, was singled, and
eventually suceumbed to complete closure, although the track was left
in place. A few years ago there was a move te astablish a tram service
along the length, but this came to nought. Bridges have now been demoliched
and recently some cuttinge have been filled with waste. Dear old Heywood
Broadfield exists as twoe derelict platforms, fenced off, and almost
buried under a new housing estate. T members are interested, twe good
rhotopraches exist of both Breadffeld and Bury Knowsley St. in the plctorial
work 'Rallwaye arcund Maonchester', and so T w11l finally close the article
gand wish the East Lance Rallway every euccess. Tt will be & preat sipht
to see loeco ateam rise over the rroof tops and factory chimneys of Bury

once again.
* * * o *
EDTTOR'S WOTE: Because of the execellence of 2he above article, I felt

it deserved publicatfion irm full, althcugh longer than T normally like,
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THE MID CHESHIRE RAIL USERS ASSOCIATION
IN COWJUNCTION WITH
THE ALTRINCHAM ELECTRIC RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY

PRESENT

"THE MID CHESHIRE DAL ESHMAM"

AN EXCURSION TRAIN TO THE WORLD FAMOUS
SETTLE and CARLISLE LINE
Ol

SATURDAY 9TH APRIIL. 1988

Starting from STOCKPORT at 08-15 approximately, the train will pick up passengers
at MANCHESTER (OAFORD ROAD), STRETFORD, SALE, TIMPERLEY, ALTRINCHAM, HALE, ASHLEY,
MOBEERLEY, BNUTSFORD, PLMLEY, LOSTOCK GRALAM, MNORTHWICH, OCREENBANK, WARRINGTOM
BAKE QUAY, BLACKBLRN and CLITHERCE.

The train will set down passengers at DENT (highest main line station in England),
GARSDALE, KIRKHY STEPHEM, AFFLEBLY and CARLISLE. There will be a stopover of 2 te
1 hours in Carlisle before the train returne by the same route, calling at the same
stations. A trolley service of tea, coffee and sandwichesa will be provided on the
train.

FARES :
Adult E12
Accompanied children EB

BOOKING FORMS AVATIABLE FROM THE
VICE-CHATRMAN TPON REQEIPT OF A
STAMFED, AIDRESSED ENVELOFPZ,

The Cardigan Bay Express 1987 M. Southworth.

T'r afratd T cer only remember Clazs 24/258 ohn the pick-up goods,
ghurrling argund Tyvyn coode ¥ard wilth furpnwder ¥aRs and 16 ton mineral
waenons before setting off un or dowr the coast denending on the day. At
wepkends Clasc 258 or Class LOs fould ture up on svecial traine or
engincering workings., T cannct reme~ber sies~ at all through Tywyn and
twus never travelled bekind them or tk's route, nor for that matter
snything else, so when T was on Mo*fday at Tywyn this summer T declded
to remedy the eftuation, .

At firet T decided toc see how full TL was sn+d what the Y"soore" was
with regard to pa¥ing or the trein, 8z, vith my wvife and eon belng

1o

e

drageed along, we went to the staticn tr =mee 5 wonderful 'R loco
nauldine 8 fully bocked excursion cof choorlate and cream liveried stocik
rrom Machynlleth=-Aberystryth=Rarmeuth and returr. 3ure emough, bang on
time at 14,15, 7819 Hintom Manor rolled imto Tywyn staticn. Runming
engine firet T must say she locked superb and it drew a large crowd of
people, After a few minutes to swap tokens with a MU, off she went
cauging quite & stir amongst the holiday makers, That engine noted and
photographed, T duly looked forward ta the next day and the Tvatt,

On Menday we went down to the station, my son having acouired the
habit of falling =seleep as scom as we went cutslde, =0 aE a result my
wife 0.K.'d another trip, Tn cams the Twvatt LELLT, but 1t was running
tender firet, mot much good for a photo, &0 the remainder of the day
was gpent trying to obtain & photo of 1t facing the right way round,
The Tvatt, under the 5.V.R.'s lovine care, loocke far better in black
than the one at Carnforth ever did in red, I think a real "fizzer" ase
they sa¥e T had decided an a Tywyn-Barmcuth-T¥wyn run, a =matter of about
11 =fles, but nevertheless a run T would not forget In a hurry.

Come Tuesda¥, the crowds had almost thinmed down to nothing and a
quick chat to the guard secured me a place behind a resplendant looking
Tvatt. We departed from Tywyn at 10.16 after waiting for the DMD to
¢lear the section with the tcken, The runm out of Tywyn is slow for the
firast + mile until wyou have paseed over the level ercesing Jjust north
of the station, them ft's regulator open for the run upto Tonfanau
statisn, a good long straight and level run. Just after the staticn we
start to climb and edge cur way towards the ecastline. Even though T
payed EL for a seat to ride on the Cardigan Bay Express, T must admit
T didr't =it down once. Working hard we =ade it along the ¢lierb, engine
working well and neads were out evervywhere reccrding the event: it'e a
lovely run aleng the coast and 2t was Juet the day Tor 1t. We continued
along through Llangelynin and trhen just abeout I mile past the staticn we

turned fnland away fro- the coastline only as far ag Grastadegoel, vhere
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we rejnined the beautiful coasiline to Friocr and ther onto Fairbourne
nnd throueh the lewel crossing down to Barmouth viaduct, "hen w2 crept
sersss the viaduct at Barmouthn you eould alrmost fepl everybody turning
reand and lookine at this "“eteam trein', actually T vish I cculd have
photographed £t myself cr the viaduct, Then It was a enaking pasrage
into Barmouth station where we arrived more or less on time, LE4LT
didr't mess arcund and eswlftly moved off to replenich its thirst, T
left the staticn and made m¥ way to a footbridge just north of the station
and wher the Tvatt had finished drinking, it went upto the end of the
station loop, then dropped back down through the statlon over the level
crossine and then backed onto the train, Yhen she had pogitioned hereelf
at the front end, correst way round, all hell let locse, Suddenly crowde
aof people appeared out of the woodrark, so to speak, to take photos of
the loco in what T must say was an excellent pose in Barmouth etation,
Anyway at 11.0L0 we all got back on beard and with ease we glided out
af the station, around the twiste and turns, tunnels and bridges, before
crogging the viaduct onee more, where one chap had poeitioned himselfl
in the middle of the estuary (on an i6land T might add!) with an array
of still cameras, plus another chap with wideo equipment. They both must
have got some preat shote of the trafn ercscing the viaduct, Tt's a good
climb onee off the wviaduct anéd the roads were lined with still more people
nhotographing the excursion. Ve stopred at Falrbourne statlion eroseing,
the loco blowing off withk great gusto, euch to the Joy of the numercus
nhotographers nresent., T pot chaiting to a chap from Seindon who used tao
come to Barmouth for his holideys 1= the 195%0s and 19608, when he was &
lad and hat¢ travelled cver this 14ne many times behind many types of
gteam locos, After a few more “out of the window" yhotos of the Ivatt
and a long chat abodt the proa's and cons cf this 2ine otc., we we vare
back on the straight streteh at Tonfanau and LGLLS really cpered up;
the comaches were rattling from side*tr side ar we sped along,. Before T

knew It theough; we were back at Trryn and the journey was cver. "e were

1z

an time, and with a eulek sprint upto the end of the platform T was
able to anAp a fer more shots of the train before i1t departed.

e tring T did note on this journmey was ihwe lack of people on the
train, T: was very harc to get a bocking form and almost impossible o
Fet a leaflet. Yel on the train they could not give away enough leaflels
having boxes full of them. If they would only have publicised It better
and/or tcld people they could pay on the tralm or buy tickete at the
Tallylyn Harrow Gauge ststfon at Tywym, it might have filled the train
a 1ittle better, but T must say I 41d enjoy my day cut on the Cardigan

Bay Express.

FFEFFFFIFPFFFFFFFAIFRIadasasassssnssn

YOUR LETTERS

Splendid Grange,

Badminton,

Gloucestershire,
Dear Sir,

T am a regular reader of your marvellous magazine and would love to
come to your meetings but find T am a trifle short of 'spring', having
had to much 'port wine' = the gout, you kmnow.

Tn any event, my age and that of the Rolles precludes travelling teco
great a dlstance. Thank gocdness the old thing was upto some tripes te
Sapperton laet summer to see some stesm on the Great Western,

T'm afraid T am your archiypal armchair enthusiast and get my
enjoyment from =y fading memories af thoee haleyon days of the 308 when
the Great "estern led all comers with their Kinge, Castles, Stara - ah,
the 1is% is endlese - and what abouwt those traine, the Cheltenhar Flyer,
the Cornish Riviera, what splendid sights they made.

Cf course, ¥ou know, my cther gouree of enjoyment, and keeping in
touch, is through ¥our magazine., However, I'm sure wyou won't mind 217 T
make one cr two minute points of eriticism, Firstly, T feel you de not
cover enough Great Yestern tepice; of course, T know ¥you Korthern wallahs
are inte the LNYR, LEY and se om, but for us distant supporters in the
South we'd love a 1ittle more Orest Yestern, even Southern £f you were
short, After all chape, Swindon was 'where it was &t',.. 1sn't that the
latest Tinge? Secondly, I've knowr old Teambard for years - he and T were
at Harror and Oxford together and we used to travel all over the country




durine the 1onpg wacatizn for cer diet of traine, Harevar, we alwavs
came bacx tc the jolly old Grest ™estern. He's ever bou-hi property
near Svindon te be clase to his spirftusl home, ¥You make think from
the tome of hie letter that he's anti=God's "snderful Railway, but
T'm sure that'e his odd sense of humour = he came from a broken home,
vou know, some funny business involving the French maid, dashed poor
zhaws Anvway, T'm sure you ®ill all understand,

Well chaps, leep ur the good work and spread the Swindan goapel
eYerywherc you go,

Yours mest eincerely,

Brigadier John Crompton=-Farkinson, (R.A.0.C. Retd,)

00COCOODDOOOG0 DOOBDERRARO0OD

Watering can be fun! Dave Carr.

Saturday 22nd Aupust 1287, a typical summer da¥, throwing it down
vith rain! T confirm with Mike Lenz that L472 Flylng Scoteman is still
working the Hell's Sixtieth Anniversary charter, from Manchester ta
Chester and return, ae rlanned previously., Fe tells me all {s In crder
and that T am needed as a member of the servicing team at Chester, T
arrange to meet him there at 11,30, the following day.

Sunday 23rd pugust 1987, and 1t is =t111 throwing it down with rain!
T drive dowr te Chester and arrive about eleven. Fortunastely the rain
seeme to have stoppned by the time T arrive, 1t 45 only drizzling now!
Having parked wp T walk across to a gathering group of photographers
and engage in some peneral comversstisn, during which time a cauple of
cliasr 4¥e work through and, after turning on the triangle, disappear
back in the Manchegter directicn. Edsdie Bellaszs arpears, seeming
simerhat relieved at seeinm a fellor 8E member present, and then Hob
Weredith and Mike zppear. N:o wonder he was glad of my offer of
agelstance with our suproert group only totelling four members, Maybe
the glorisus weather had scmething %o do with the low numbers! Three
1z the minimum number needed tc carryg out the servicing aperation as
two people are reeded on the tender to hold the hose whern 1t ie st fu™1

rregeure, and the other rpercon mans the control valve. We all gttt on

Ik

our high visibility vests and Eddde and T walk round to the station

to collect the hoses and hydrant from the etatfon superviser, with

whom thex had beem left by Colim "orrall a few daye earlier. We
returned tc the watering point and comnected up the hoses. We then

test the hosem im order to clean cut any gunge before retiring to

oor commandeersad enpport vehlecle - & B,.R. Brake Van! After only a

few minutes in the brake van we check our watches in surprise as smoke
and steam appears from above the road bridge ae Flying Scoteman enters
the rcene giving a very pathetic whistle as she approaches the station,
Whilet Fddie staye with the hosee, Bob, Mike and T head for platform 1
where the loco has come to & stand with 41ts train. Fighting our way
through the crowds we arrived at the Flying Scoteman Enterprises
support coach where we are invited on board. The loeo and support ccach
are split from the rest of the tralin and duly proceed forward onto the
triangle in order to be turned, 5t111 with the three of ue on board.
"hy walk when you can ride? Having turned the loco makes 1t way to

Lthe watering point where Eddie 18 waiting, During our short journey we

note the new track layout and the sites of the former manual signalboxes.

On arrival at the watering point the three of us descend and proceed
witk the main bueiness of the dmy, to replenish Scoteman's almost empty
tander., (ur hosee turned out to be a fracticn too short but luckily the

support coach provided ues with an additfonal length and we were back in

businese, "ith Eddie and Mike an the tender T walked back to the centrol

valve amd upon receliving the command turned cm the water, T then walk
back to the loco te establish an appromimate time Tor the fi1ling to be
completed, about twenty to thirt» minutes T am told. Oh good, that will
Eive me chance for a breather, but no such lock as T am mow being
Inundated with guestions about the loco. Anewering these politely of
courge T am then joined by Bob who helpe me cut with the more dffficult
Auestione. Beb and T are belng waved at from the support coach, T soon
recognise the eignal, tea 1e brewed! Wot for mothing am T knorn as 'Tea
Bag' at Llangollen, so T lead the way back te the coach. With my cup of
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tos fr heand T then walk back to the ecntrol wvalve Tor the water surnply,
Lrfter drinltine my tes we interrunt the watering to enable a Pickfords
lorsy te leave the vard, splitting the hose in crder te facilitate this
moye, T ask & mearby photographer to aesist me in recoupling the hoses
and the watering session recommences. At last the tender iz full end the
hose is removed, but we leave it Iying on the ground in case they have
ngec to top up before departure, Eddie, Mike and m¥self decide to have

a look arocumd the leco and here we find Bob In the process of cilimg up
the motiom on the loco,. By this time the drizzle has had enough, and ft
45 mow raining heavily again, oh for the Joys of summer! We all retire

to the support coach but what with all the rain and the watery Job we
have just done, mature is soon calling and so we all wander across to

the staticn to avail surselves of the facilities, Tt ie surprizing how
many perple assume ¥ou to be & BR amployee If you have a vis-vest an,

as we are asked & number of guestions about train times and platform
rumbsrs by various merbers of the public, It fs5 st11ll raining so we
return to the support coach once mare. Locking cut we saw many passengers
Inoking amazed by the sight of 4472, as they sat in their coaches awaiting
departure for varicur places.

At T.3C the stetion pileot brought the excursfon stock back fnto the
platform and Scotsman set off to rejoin her train. Ch geood, ancther short
ride was in etore for us, 0n arrival at the platform the four ol us left
the suprort coach to find masses of perple on the platform fncluding
Miek Dodsor and hiz assistant from Ratlfilme who were recordinmg the
cocasion, havine been hired By Halls to meke 5 video of the days events,
Standin~ in the pourinpg rain we vatched the loco depart before returning
to the eervicing point to pack away the hosees and standpipe. Having
ioaded all the gear into my van we sald our goodhyes and Mike and T
returned to Worthwich, the hoses etc belng left with Mike at his house.

A11 in all, & g2od day, more espec}ally for ducks,; what ¥ith the rain
and 811, but nevertheless the 8FE servicing team triumphed ¥et apafn 4n
epite of the adverse weather. Come ani Join us next tiee, 1t is fum?
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Uneorturmately T have been cut of the meir lire action recenzly,
Raving zpent many a wonderful hour (to be sxact, =very 15 mirutes)
watehing Class S07/508 units pase in the Afnsdale arca, vwith the
exception of the de=icer going past on leaf clearing duties. This
Merseyrall area fs5 1ifeless with regards to traction interest, it
Ie no wonder scuthern region enthusiasste go mad when they see a
Clage 40, On the subject of Clase 40s=, D200 comes to mind, Tt has
been seen at 5t. Helens Junetiom on a “pre-fab™ train runming round
the curve to 5t. Helene Shaw Street slding, and then returning light
engine 1 hour later heading towards Earlestown, Tt has alsc been noted |
arcund the Crewe area a coneiderable amount since 1t was re-allocated
to Crewe MPD, and has worked on a variety of turne, from let clases
rassenger to class 9 freights, far more variety than when it was based |
at Carlisle Kingmoor Depot.

tn a visit to Springe Branch shed a bee-11ine was made for the back
of the shed where the serap line 15 to be found., On 1t was O8284/293/
06,475 and 25254/907(297) all of which looked very forlorn. Om an
internal inspection of the class 258, only one cab wae reascnably intact,
the reet were wreckeds. Tnside the engine raom parts were misainé, from
small screws to some of the larger compeonente, obviously robbed to keep
other membere of the class running in their final monthe of service on
BR, Since the vielt, the four cla=ss 08 shunters have been sold %o C,F,
Booth of Rotherham for scrap, what was left of them! Also reted were a

pair of clase 20z &ff the MAER hopper turn, 20081 and 20009, 20081 wae

receiving sttention of some sort, as ite top noee panels were removed,
also other erall items were being checked, but 1t had had nr work carried

out on it for some time snd wae looking slfghtly worse for wesr, More

recently 20009 wag eeer on its own oo Arpley stabling point. Other ttems
oh shed were 08477 withdrawn (with no rode), 0B74L/815 with white cab

roonfz and both very clean, 08468 and 31208 were ticking cver on shed.

pird
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Seen paEfing the denot on the sape da¥ and meking plenty of nolse
rere 20040 and 20165 piloting & rather dead-locking 950%L on the 1045
Tuston=5Stirlting motorail train, rusnine some 75 minutes Late bt s8t111
going sirong.

we st Warrington have had s wisitor in *he ghape af 27051, This
Seottish based Birmincham B.C, & W. loco was on a sad ftrip to the
breakeris vard. This loco did brighten up the usual boring workings
af the vard and T must say that T get a shoek when T first saw 1t in
the yarde Then almost a week after 1t turned up, it was gone, on its
way to Viec Berry's yard arriving there with sister loce 27030. This
enpine joins the "Hall of Fame" for odd locos to turn up at Marrington.
Earlier sxamvles (in the 70s) include a Clayton, DES9E, on fts way to
Derby Research Centre from Scotland, T0 T remember rightly, this loco
stayed at "arringten for some time before being ferwarded to Derby,
Aimo Hymek D7O%6 on & Severn Tunnel Junctlion to Walton 014 Junction
rreight which, even though 1t stopped at a number of pleces en Troule
where an engine change could have taken place, nevartheless worked the
rreight throughout, much to our enjoyment. The loco gtaved anly for a
rew hours, however, before working back to fts home territery. Then din
the BOs we had two 'Vesterns' DLO41 Testern Frimce and 1062 Vestern
fcurier, D104] was om 1ts way to Vorkington for an "Open Day", and it
iz eurrently at Crewe Works followlng restoration to eriginal maroon
Tivery. This loco is usually based at the Fast Lance Rallway at Bury.
71062 was on ites way back to the Severm Valley Haflmay at Bridenorth,
rollowing I1ts mppearance in the Rocket 150 cavalcade at Fainhill, Bnth
these locos stayed for short pericde ir the yard at "arrington.

For the earl¥ clasg L7 fans, a run on the Newcantle=Liverprol train
ig & pust, for upto four different locos can be seen an some daye,.
Recently L7L02/11/17 were &ll noted at the Liverpocl end o¥er a four

hour peried of time, On the 7tk of Gotober 'Peak! 45100 Medusa wae seen
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erossing the dock road in Liverpool heading torards the docks at Seaforth.

L7207 was on Arpley n ite new Speedlink Distribution eector livery
fresh from an 'F oxae' at Dencsster orke,

The Clags 89 story B0 far... 9 monthe behind achedule but, yes, It
g4 de the 'load hank' teete up Beattock Bank, coaches plue a class £6,
being the load attached to 1, but it has still not done many of the |
tests that have been vrogrammed for it ae yet, Curremtly the loco can
be seen freguently on the Independant lines at Crews, with half of the
stock from the "Tnternatfonal" rake (so mueh Tor expert potentiall) enm
teast trains for high speed push-pull eperaticn, with a clase h?-at the

other end,

'92124°

* * * * * * * *

WANTED
MAGAZINE EDITOR

e to varions other commitments (these being
the cause of the late appearance of this issue
of the magezine}; T shrll be giving wp as the
Editor of the rmagazine from thics fseue.

The Committee fs therefore loolring for somaone
from amongst the membership to take over thie
vacant vosition as from the summer issue. T
will gladly offer any Information to whoever
feels they might be interested in giving vent
te their journalistic talents. Obviously some
t¥ping experience ig an advantage, as 15 a
grod knowledge of Lhe English language, The
cwnershin of, or access to a typewriter 1e
essential for this vacant position within the
Agmoeciatlion,

TF you think you would 1ike to have a go, then
please contact & member of the Committee as
goon as possible,

Michael Lenz.
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MEMBERSHIP RATES

Tt hae been agreed that as from the let July 2988 the membership rates
wi1l he imecreased, the new rates beime shown below In brackets, along
i

YOUR ASSOCIATION

with the rates currently in usa,

Ordinary - £5,00 (£6,00) Junior/OAF - £2,00 (£2,350)

NEEDS

YOU™

Family - £7.00 (£3.00) Life - £7C.00
Purther cdetalls can be obtained from the Merbership Secretary at the
following address; 10 LOWTLAND 'WAY,
KNUTSTORD,
CHESHTRE, 1

WALE 9AG.

INFORMAL MEETINGS

Pancy & pint (or two!) and a2 natter? Then come and joln us in the
ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED
Lion and Rafilway Hotel every Tuesdey evening (except second Tuesday) I [ % k. ir s B b 4 F
when you will find a group of like minded individuale enjoying the
same atmosphere, Easy to find as It 1s across the road from Northwich
T b Y I Wl - h |
gtation and meetinge start around 8pm. lh F 3 l I‘IIL by L rl 5 ¥
Tt is slac hoped to start regular bl-monthly meetings in "arrington
but the dates and place have yet to be confirmed. Anyvone intarested

should refer to their monthly Merber's Notes for more details aes and I‘Nl) S.fl]J]ES ()l]]; l{j‘rl‘l()NS-

when these become avallable.

IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE

Anmiversaries ir the railway preservation movement seer to be ever
=more comeon, thie coming vesr being no exceptfon, seeing ns it does
the I150th Anniversary of both the London and Birpinghar Raflway and l lffl‘l ‘?’()l] l{ ("I"‘[ D‘llrl"l1 l? l? l’(N("‘I

FR_ ¥ 4 I 4 M L
the London and Scutq "estern Railway. In memory of “he LSPR the viex
seen I8 taken from the former main Iine of the LSWR into Flymouth,

-
nowadays the single line branch to Gunnislake, just vhere It pasces l")N"lI l I? “F]? lrl\ rl1" “rl‘l'll? FF“T“
4 ..l.f ¥ | o @
beneath the Great “Western line into Cornwall, and shows EBrunel's
Roval Albert Bridge at Saltash. {(Fhoto - M. Lenz.)
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