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ERTTORTAL,

Within the preservation movement it im eaid that most gocletles rely
on about 10% of thefr total memberchip to provide their workforce; and
the AE Asgociation 18 mo exception, From a membership of around 80 we
have ; cara af about ten or a dozen members; mostly committee members,

who do the bulk of the work and sho help with the smooth running of the

hseociation's activities, Just recently, however, T have become scomerhat

disappointed with the attitude taken by certaln members, for at our

—

recent monthly meeting the Chaiman asked the membership for a wvolunteer
tn take over the wvacant secretariee position, By the end of the evening
no one had come forward and o a further appeal was made, Tt was then

that one of our members wag overheard as saylng "What do we need a |

gecretary for anyway?' as 1f the position wae of no ieportance, This

COVER PICTURE.

Preserved Class 42 *Warship! diesel-hydranlic loco DE32 Cmslaught
geen here in company with fellow diesel=hydranlic Clasa 52 'Western!

pIC4l Western Prince (both now preserved at Bury) at the Horwich Works

"Open Day' on the 16th August 1980, (Photo - A. Ashurst,)

ERITISH RAIL PHOTOCALL.

Top Left: A scone from before the miner's strike of 1984 finde Class SR

number 56,027 with s rake of MGRs for Fidlers Ferry from Healey Mille

Yard paseing along the threatened Skelten = Arpley 1ime, 17th May 1953, |
Left: Class 25 number 25,231 stands in the yard at Chester with empty !'
parcele stoeck earlier thise year. It ecan not be very long before the |
Clars 258 dimappear from the ratlway scens altogether after giving such

excellent gervice, especially on the T.C.T. Hopper trains with which

they were long assoclated. (Photos - A. Ashurst.)
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member being one of thoee that 1ikes to turn up on loco serviclng dayn
juat to ba seem on the back of the loco tender or on the footplate,
and who then complaina when commlttee members are seen to be on the loco
frotplate for lomger than himself, If members are going to adopt this
attitude then the Asspoclation would be better off without them, eince
they obviously have no idea as to what fe involved in running even such
a Bsmall soctety as oure.

The publication of thi= issue marke the end of my third year as
editor of the magazine, a pericd during which T would 1ike to think
thkat the magazine hae fmproved in standard eo that 1t now compares
favourably with many of those produced by far larger socletfes, and
although T have enjoyed my time ae’editor, unfortunately; clraumstances
now mean that T can no longer devote the necessary time nesded Lo produce
the magazine. This issue will, therefora, be my last one and B0 Ehe
Aapgociation {5 nom lockine for someone to take over my pomibion From
the next 1issue, So 17 any of the membership feels they might 1ike to have
a go at becoming a budding journalist then contact elther mysslf or a
follow committee member as Enon as possible. ITn any case T fanl tl'ilt‘l
i1t would be a good {dea to have a new person at the helm; so to wpeak,
gince he may be able to Inject some new ideas and features into Eha
magazine, btut it 1s upto you; the membership; to declde whether or not
there will be an Autumn iesue, since £f no ocne comes forward to take

my place, thils may well be the very last 8F Magazine!

COVMITTEE MATTERS, By M, Lenz.

The main tonica discuseed at recent mestings have been tha future of
the coach; the GWR 150 celebrations and the recent commlittee changes.
Taking the coach first of all, we had hoped we might be able to get
it movad to Chester, however thies 1s not possible and the committee has
therefore decided that the only option 1s to put the vehicle up for sale
-

to the highest bidder and, to that effect, letters have been sent to

ten rallway preservation groups from which we are now awalting replies.
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We are, however, honing to negotiate the uee of a room at Worthwich
gtation for starage of selee 1teme and other bite and pleces of equip-
ment from inslde the coach.

With regard to the GWR 150 celebraticne our discussione were about
the manning of a sales/publicity stand as well as the loco eservicing.
This all went ahead without any problema and resulted in sales af over
£70 during tha week of Ehe exhibition traims visit.

Laatly the changes In the committee have been brought about by our
Chatrman, Oraham Roughsedge, tendering his resignatfon due to other
commitments and so our former Vice-Chaiman, Colin Werrall, has nmow taken
over ap Chairman. The committee unanimously agreed to make Graham our
Honorary Prect¥dent in recognition of the excellent Job that he has done
for the Assoclation since its foundation im 1981, It wae also agreed
that T should take over the vacant position of Vice-Chalrman and that
we should seek a new secretary. As menticned in the editorial an appeal
was made at cur June meeting for someone to come forward and take aver
as secretary; alaes; %o no avail, so T now repeat the invitation to all
the membarship that the Association neede a secretary and there must be
ohe of you who feels that he might 1ike to take up this task arnd ome
which T can say is most enjoyable and rewarding, So if anyone feela they
might 1ike to have a go then please contact either m¥eelf or a fellow
mombar of the committee as soon as pomsible,

fna final item which has been touched upon hriefly at recent meetings
of the committese f8 that concerning our financea, which T an now pleased
to report are looking somewhat better than they were at the beginnine of

the year.

MIMBERSHIF NEWS. By N.D. Lightbown,

At the end of the Associfaticn's fourth year in existance our membershiz
gtands at 81, slightly deown onr the figure for the previous year (87) but
it appears to be holding steady around the 80 mark. We continue to enrol

new members from time to time, but more would be welcome.
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THE LIVERPOOL STEAM SHEDS - BY BICYCLE. PART 3, By J,.D, TIttle,

Tt peened like & long way, but soon T was crossing a rallway bridge
and T could see Speke Adrport Iin the distance, so T kmew that T wae
getting closs. After a couple of wrong turns, T was on the right path
and wheelfng my bicycle over the lines and towarde the shed. The place
seemed wery quiet, almest deserted, but there were engtnes all over the
place., T walked down the first road and wae surprised to find that 1t
wag full of diesel shunters, the ones 1in the early 12000 sertes and
fitted with the odd locking jackshart drlve arrangement, This shed had a
complately different atmosphere to 1t,;, 1t smelloed of diessl ofl fnstead
of steam and emoke, At the end of the row of shunters there wam an
antonishing sight - a huge blue diesel locomotiva with no mumber on 1t,
only the name '"Deltie! pafnted om 1tz elde. T'd naver moen anything Tike
it before, and T thought that 1t muat belang to some forelen railway and
be on 1te way to the docks. How wery, very wrong T wamsl T studied it for
quite some time, taking in all the detalls we now know only too well,

Full of excitement, T welked around the rest of the shed and found some

of the BHlack 5a that were fitted with Caprotti walve gear, #nd T remember
thinking to myself how ugly they lonkaed. The rest of the engines consisted
of the mixtures of 2-8-0g, both L.M.5. and ex-W,D, types, more Black Se
and one sclitary compound fi-4=0 from Chester shed. My visit completed, T
Just ecouldn't resist having one more peep at the '"Deltic' - curious, most
curfeus, T had not eeen s single soul durieg my vislt, bot there were
engines In steam on the shed so someone must have been hidfrg somewhere!

I unlocked the bicycle and crossed shed number § [(BE) from my 1iet, My
note book was bulging with numbers now and T was really feecline pleased
with my efforts. One more shed to go and snon T was back on the main road
and follo=ing the slgns for the 1ty Centre that would lead me to Brunaswick
Shed,

This ehed proved to be fairly dﬂ{rtcult to find and 1t was growing dark

when T feund the ever faithful doer in the wall, A long flight of steps

b

took me right down to the bottom of the eliff, and there the shed mestled,
a very cramped affalr batween the ¢liff bage and the running linees. In

the gloom the emoke mingled =with the shed lighta to sive the effoct that
only a steam shed such ar this could give, The smoke aremed to be trapped
in the gloom and was swirling around the enpgines making a foul atmosphere,
but neverthelesr an Interesting one. There was only one persnn about, T
think he was a steam raleear, and he gave me the freedom of the shed. T
think he must have been lnnelg and glad of some comrany. He walked around
the ghed later with me and took me onto the footplates of warious different
engfnes, 6266k Princess Mary, one of the old 0,0, DMrector classe was onme
of the stars ol the sho# here,; and my gulde {nformed me that {t was one cf
the few of the type left in service now. It wae very fortunately in stene
and we treated ocurselves to a very unofficlal ride; a short distance alerr
ona of the shed roade. T muat have spent a good hour and a half here,; and
felt 1t was a truly ritting climax for my last visit of the day. Fer the
record, the other enpgines T noted at Arunswick were Black 55,_2-5-h tanke
for the Liverpnool Central-Manchester Central trains, some more O=f=O0z of
both L,M.5. and L.N.E.R. heritage (quite a few J3%8 aronget them and sorne
more stored J10s), There was one more curio here and that was a rusty and
darelict NS 0-Ff-2 tank that the world peemed to have forgotten about, My
gulde told me 1t had been dumped here for years, aver slnce a seized up
axle box had put paid to 1ts working career,

T.r!nally had to leave Brunswlck and bade farewell to my interesting
gulide, wha promiged to allow me around the shed at anytise on a Sunday
when he wae on duty. A wenderful feeling of hapolness and elaticn ag T
¢limbed up the long flfight of stepe to reclaim my bicyele, An? thus the
glxth and final shed (27YF) was crossed from my liet., T had done 1t, T
really had, T had been around all the TLiverpool eheds, eollected all the
numbers and T had made some new friends too into the bargain. T felt
pleased with myself ae T bumped over the cobhble stones on my way back to
the Pler Head, for the ferry rlde back to Birkenhead. T had seen and

copped hundrede of engines of &o many different claseres and tymes, and
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the whole day out had cosk me lese than a shilling - the price of the
terry ride - and & lot of pedallingl

T wae to visit the Liverpool sheds many, many times after that initial,
exciting day and T did indeed renew my aqualntances with some of the
ratlwaymen T met. On many occasfons T did not get around the shede, and
sometimes was evicted half way through my vislt. But nevertheless, it was
all thoroughly enjoyable and scmething T weouldn't have missed for the
world,

All of the sheds that T vislted that doy, 25 ¥ears or so agoe, have all
e¢laogsed now, and in most cases have vanlghed from the fece of the earth
for good. Most of the engines have gone to the serapyards, and T fear that
many of the kindly raillwaymen T met that day have passed on too, Now
Liverpool boasts only Allerton as a depot, and one or two other emall
stabling points. Tndeed; for a e¢ity the slze of Liverpeal, 1t 1a hard to
believe that there 1s not a single main line engine based there - the
bieggeat 1t can boast 18 the humble 08 shunters at Allerton, The hundreds
of staam englnes are now but a memory, & memory of a once busy and bustling

area = that excited a youneg schoclboy beyond his wildest dreame.......

G.L.Co REVIVAL AT WARRINGTONT? By A.R, Ashurst,

Kany of cur members, especially those reslident In and arcund Warrineton,
v1ll be aware of the impressive and prominent C,L.C. Goods Warshouse in
the old freight yarde at Warrington Central Station, This building,
tngether with the adjacent Goods Offfices and sidings have been out of
tga far aver twelve monthe now following transfer of 'full loads' fFreight
traffic to a new main-line connsctad slte at Dallam,

Following much redevelopement of adjoining property (ASDA ete,) and
refurblehing of the ground level pessengor facilities at Centrel Station
itself, the general deterforation of the Goods Yard site has become more
noticable of late, Local fnterest in the warehouse (a Orade 2 listed
tuilding) scems to have been spark®d by recent local prese articles,
letters, etc. and there 1s a growing feeling in the town that such an

[

Important historical elte should pot be logt o even more commercial
developement.

With this in mind, the Asscciation wap pleased o be {nvited to &
meeting at Warrington Town Hall on Wednesday S5th June, whem four of
our membere {(including one ceommitteo membar) attended along with rep-
resentatives of other local transpeort and emvironmental groupe to discues
the future of the aite, which it s understood British Rail are anxious
to digpoge of. Various ideas were mooted and, whilst 1t 1s still very
early days, slgne were most encouraging that some form of project might
be ret up to ensure the lomger-term survival of the sfte im a transpart/
thduetrial heritage context. Tt 1s likely that some form of 'steering
eroup' will be formed to discues the matter further, and we have been
aglted to provide a representative on this, seelng as we are the major
ratllway soclety fn Cheshire with a *C.1.C.' leaning. With develonemant
of the shed glte at Northwich leckineg increagingly lees likely as the
monthe pase, thie could well provide another ouklet for member®s Taeal
intererts, once again giving the group a foeus of attentian and oravidine
a countarooint te our irregular steam mervicing duties at Chester.

Hembers w111 be kept fully Informed of develonements, as and when
these neour, but in the meantime general views of the membership would
be welcomed by your committee; who have yet to diecuse the scheme in any

detatl.

FIXTTRES LIST 1985.

Thie Ie the fixtures 1ist throush to the end of 1985,
Aupust 1%th: Informal Meeting at the Lion & Beilwey Hotel,
September 10th: WMr., G, Lilleler = Talk on the A.TP,.T.

Detober Bth: Mr. H., Searle — Western Locomotive Asscciation,=
November 12th: Mr. B, Dobbs - S1lide Presentation.

December 10th: h.0.M. and Membor's Soctal Meetins,

*Subjeet to confirmation.

A1l the mbove fixtures will be held at the Red Licm Antel, Runcorn
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Road, Barmton near Worthwlich, except where indicated otherwlse, and
will start at B,00pm prompt, Refreshments will be availlable during the

evening.

LETTFRS TN THE EDTTIR,

Re the latter of Charles Kingdom Churchward about the lack of GWR
material, T must agree that the mag 1s anti-western, 5164 on the cover
of the lagt {esue 1z & start, but what about a Castle or a King!

Many LM5 members knock the GWR but were happy to climb all over
6260 Raveningham Hall at Cherter, one of the finest preserved englnes
seen In the area for many a year.

fme member failed to appear, one wonders 1f he suffered a hot bax
an his ear Just 1ike 'Kolhapur', with 'Clun Caetle' rescuing LM locos
again and runnirg to time all day, One says "up the Westaern,!

Many thanks for all who helped make the GWR 150 at Chester a success
(the eame loyal membors as ueual) and with 92220 Evenlng Star (Swindon
built) on the following Saturday, With the '"Duchess® mow limited to
certain routes only, it may scom go where ft rightly belonge - on a
plinth in Barry!

Teambard Western Hall.
P8, T bet you don't publiish this. (Wreng agaln! - Ed.)
PP5, T hawve npoested this in Nerthweich to conceal my ldentity from the

L.M. mob,

CMRRENT WFMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RATES,

The types of membership avallable are as follows:-

Ordinary - £5,00 Juonior - £3.00 Family - £7.00 OAP - £3,00
Further detaile can be obtained from the Membership Secretary at the
following address:= 10 LOWLAND WAY,
ENUTSFORD,,

CHESHTRE,
WALE 9AG.
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AT LAST, THE SUPER D STORY. By 0.C. Smith.

In October 1892 LE"R no. 2524 rolled ocut of Crewe Locomotive Works.
It was an 0-8-0 temder engline with two inslde cylinders, H-section
epnked wheels, nominally 413" diameter (4'53" over tyres) and the
same boller as the "Greater Britain" 2-2-2-2= complete with combugtion
chamber, Tt was really an enlargement of the 0=G6=0 eoal engines, with
eimilar but larger cylinders (173" x 24"), valves and motfon derived
from the cauliflowers, and the atandard Webb 1800 gallon tender. TE
could almort be sald that it wae assembled from bits left over from
other engines. Neverthelegs 1t was the fererunner of the type known to
most enthusiasts and rallwaymen allke am "Super De," a glass, or rather,
thirteen elasses which hdd a long and complicated history, come engines
having been members of five different classes at one time or another.
Here T hope to unravel that history.

Tn September 1893% a second 0-B=0 appeared. Thie was no, 50, and was
a three eylinder eompound, with twe high vressure eylindere 157 x 240
and one low pressure cylinder 30" % 24", Tts boller was of similar
proparticons to that of nmo. 2524, but without the combustion chamber.

Tt had Insfde Stephenson valve gear for the high pressure walves and a
Blip eccentric for the low pressure wvalve., It also had a 2000 gallon
tender,

The two englnes were tried ngainﬁt sach other running parallel with
identical trains on the fast and slow lines between Stafford and Crere,.
(Ah, the power of a 19th century C,¥,E.!) The compound wae deemed to be
more economical and went into productiom, a total of 111 belng bullt.
There were designated Class A In the classificaticon system introduced
in 1911.

In August 1901 a peries of 170 four cylinder compounds (Clase B) wae
started, with a eylinder layout similar to the Webb h-b-Os, They had a
large plano=1i1d ghaned cover below the smokebox door, over the rocking
arms which worked the outside valves., Joy valve gear was fitted and

boiler pressure was 200lte, as apposed to the 1751ba. of the A Clace,
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to which they were otherwlse generally similar.
F.%. Webb retired in 1903 due to 111 health and was guccasded as
C.M,E. by Teorge Whale, Thale disliked the large overhang under the

heavy front end of the B Class, and started rebuilding them an 2-8-08

without other modificaticns thus creating Class E, The first canverasion w3

was dono in Auguet 1904 and 26 were so altered.

Whale was not at all convinced of the advantagee eof compound prop-
wleicn and in November 1904 a start was made on rebuilding the three
cylinder Class As to two cylinder simples with mew 194" x 24" cylindera.
These became Class € and fifteen were so altered.

In March 1908 an A .was rebuilt ms In Class C but with a bigger
5120 dfameter boiler as used on the "Experiment" L-6-Os, This became
Clase D and eventually nmumbered 62 enelnes.

In May of the same year a Clads B was rebuilt to a 2-8-0 using the
game larce boiler, and became Class F, Ten were so treated and also two
Glases Es were altered to Class F.

Tn Wovember 19006 Class O appeared. This was a conversion of a Class
B four cylinder compound to a two cylinder simple, effected by removing
the outside high pressure cylinders and utilising the existing low
pressure ones. A large boller was fitted, as In Class D, Thirty two
Class Bs were thus converted and retained the distinctive plana frant,
although there was mow nothing there to cover, Bodler pressure was
160 lbs,

By March 1909 the Class C two cylinder simples were found to be
under-hoilered and so further rebullds were to Class CL, whilch were
{dentical to Class C except that the cylinders were 1" gmaller In
dianeter.

From January 1910 Class G engines wers built new to the tune of
sixty, but without the plane front.

Tn January 1912 superheating appgared with Class 01, which were

otherwise slmilar to Cless G except for having the lower boiler

prenaure of lA0lba, They were rabuilt from all the aforementiconed
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clagges, except for C1 (which were all mcrapped), plue 170 built new, '
making An eventual total af 449,

There things stood uptil June 1921 when Olaes G2 made its debut,
Thesa wero an improved 61 with boiler pressure Increased to 1751ba.
Sixty were built new and they were the only class never rebuilt to or
from any of the other claeres.

The Final developement, G2a, cama from the THME, From October 1035
327 G1ls were rebullt with stranger motion, improved braking, and 1751b.
hotler pressure. Eight of these later reverted te Clase G1.

411 the above bails dewn Bo the fact that from 572 assorted O-8-Os
built, via warlous rebuilding and ecrappings, there were finally 509
superheated 0~8=0s of Classes 01,42, and G2a., Of couree mot all of these
englines were 1n existance at any one time, all the Am, fcr instance,
having baen rebutlt by 1012,

But why ware they called "Super De" when from the foregeing, "Suner
G" would seem more fitting? Well, the system of denoting classes by
letter which T have uged here was only introduced fm 1911, frmediately
before the Firet superheated G1 was bullt, There wam, however, an
earlier system dating from 1905 ander which all two cylinder 0-8-0Os
ware clas=ified D. Therefors the enginemen would have known all engines
of clasges C,C1,D0, and @ simply as D until f-medintely before the surver-
heatad versinn was turned out, hemce super{heated) D,

Durineg the IMS period mearly all the surviving 509 engines were
fitted with a Belpaire firebox, designed by H,P.M. Heames before the
grouping. This went straisght on, only needing a new cab fronk, So
straightforward was the change in faet that engines so fitted would
sometimes revert te a roundtop firebox om a subsenquent wieit to the
worka, depending on what newly averhauled bollers were avallable. Cabs
were altered ke Fit the Midland lesding gauwge, uswually when the Belpalre
firebox was fitted, ond all engines were eventunlly vacuum fitted. Tn
194% a new one plece cast chimney was designed to replace the built up

LEYR wariety, and nearly all enrcines had them by naticnalisation. Th=re
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wore minor detail differances between the englnes depending on their
origine and rebuilde but by nationalieation they all looked much the
EAME s

The last three, 48895 (B,E,Gl,G2a), 49361 (B,G1,G2a), and 49430
(G2} were withdrawn from Beecot inm December 196L, simty two yeara
after 2524 was built, This original engine became a D in December 1906,
a GI In August 1925, had a Belpalre firebox fitted, cab altered to the
Midland lecading gauge, and wvacuum brake fltted In December 19%2, It wan
withdrawn as BR no, 49011 in December 1949, when a mere fifty one years
old,

The only survivor is FR mo, 49395. Tt 18 preserved (actually a better
dosaription of 1ts present state would be "dumped, dereliet") at Telford,
and was the firet of the G2 Class, built as no, K85 in June 1921, Tt was
withdrawn inr Novembaer 1959 and has a Belpalre firebox, LMS chimney,
tender cab, and eracked cylinders, It was one of a handful of "Super Ds"
which were padired with ex-I&Y elght wheel tenders im the 1930s.

Surely esuch a unique and higtoric machine deserves a better fate than
peema to be 1ts lot. Cowld pressure be brought to bear on the NEM to do
gomething about I1t? Haybe they'll have a few quld left over after putting
yet another A& back on the road. But T doubt 1t,

Erief mention should also be made of the LNW eight coupled tanks.
Botween 1911 and 1917 thirty O-8-2T7 were built for heavy shunting, They
vare gssentlally a tank version of Class 0, and were the first LN®
engines fltted with lever reverse esince Ramsbobttoms day, None were ever
superheated or Belpaire fitted,

The O=8-4 tanks actually appeared in the first few months af the
IM5 regime, belng basically a tank version of the 32 (lass, and were
gunerheated. Hone received Belpaire fireboxes. The firet 1% came out
with LN"E numberplates and livery but with LMS on the tanks, and the
next aix were turned out in full IMS red passenger livery. Thirty were
built, intended for freight and p;;senger wark in Seuth Wales, but

thelr great length tended to straighten cut the curves and they finished

1z

up on shunting and trip workings,

Feither class was much modified, apart from fitting with LMS buffers,
pop safety valves, and in some cases the 194% cast chimney. A faw of
each clase sneaked into the early 19508 before going te the great MPD
In the eky. .

Az a direct result of the introducticn nf.the O=f8=0n no more purely
tretght O-f-Op were built by the INWR after October 1892 (and none of
any kind after May 1902), Some companies were still contentadly turning

them out over forty years later. With ocne or two execeptions the
"Super Da" kept out of the limelight, and settled down to become pome of
the finest froight movers thile country has ever secen, There is a record
of ome which stood in for a derailed "George V™ on an express, and
attained a speed of 60 mph. Tt arrived at Fuston none the worse for ite
efforts, btut T bet the same couldn't be said of the fireman. Tn fact ther
dfd work passenger trains guite regularly in IMS and BR days on scme of
the steeply graded South Wales linern,

Twenty six 4 Class englines went to France with the ROD fn Forld War
1 and all returned eafely.

B Class no, 13k exploded at Buxton on the 11th of November 1921 after
1ts boiler had been repalred by Beardmores, due to pressure of work at
Crewe, The safety valve seatings had been machined wrongly. & check was
made on the other boilers repalred by bthem and all were found to be in
elmilar conditiom, Several of these engines had been reported by thelr
erews as having faulty pressure gauges! No. 134 was replaced by a mew B2
with the same number,

T knew the "Super D" 1In the 1950s and 608 when they were nearing the
end of the road, Even then Crewe ceemed to reserve a special finish*for
themy, and an ex—works "Super D" positdvely glittered, Unfortunmately they
soon resumed thelir mantle of dark grey dirt. They had a moat distinctive
uneven exhaust beat, and we alwaye knew what was coming long before we
could see 1t,

T remember one occasion when a Britannia on a freight slipped to a
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stand at Walton New Junctinn. A Black 5 on a passenger traln was buffered
up behind 1t but after struggling on for s hundred yards or eo, both
traine stuck, There wae a pause of twenty minutes cor e and them mot 1,
not 2, but 3 "Super Ds" hove into view and shoved the lot over the top
to Acton Grangel

The shuntere at Arpley tell a tale of a "Super D" which was standing
om one of the double ended sidings in the yard. Somenone dropred a raft
of coal wagons on it from the other end of the yard and they climbed wp
and over 1%, burying it as far back as the domes The crew; who luckily
had baen inm two end cablin whilst thie was golng ony; calely climbed
aboard and reversed It out from under the wreckage, Tt had lest a buffer,
vhich waes quickly replaced, and 1t worked 1te diagrammed traim.

They were well buflt,; rugrged machines which are remembered with

affection by those who knew and worked with them. R.T.P. "Super De."
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THE ART OF RATIWAY PNSTFRS, By M, lenz,

In thie, the second feature in this series, we have an exa=ple af
& poeter for the Metropolitan Rallway Company extolling the virtues
of the 1ate returning Pullman service between London and the surrcunding
Counties of Middlesex, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire, followlng an

evaning apent in London'e theatre-land,
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SOME RRCENT TOURS, By M. Lenz.

Sinee the laet iesue of the magazine there have been two teurs, the
first of these, 'The Caber Téseer,' was a four day tcour of Scotland during
the Eaeter weekend, and the obher tour, "The Doncaster Diprer Ii,' waE a
repeat of last years successful day tour to Yorkshire.

Looking at the Scottish trip first, this set off from Warrineton sarly
an the Friday morning with our first stop at Carlisle, whare we were able
ko obmerve a mumber of locos in the stabling polnt near the station, From
there we headed for our first depet of the day, Motherwell, which we were
able to go arcund despite our permit being for the following Meonday, From
there we headed north through the beautiful scenery of the Weet Highlands
to reach our next stop at Fort Willlam. From there we made our way up
aleng the Great Glem, by the slde of Loch Wess {where there were the usual
reported elghtinges of a moneter in a check ghirt!), to our first nights
ntop at Invernese.

tur first port of eall om the Saturday was the depot at Inverness from
where wa then set out on the long run over to Aberdeen for our vielt to
Ferryhill Depot. We then made our way via Dundee to Ferth, thence to
Thornton Junction {where a certain 41tem of furniture was obtained by one
af our party, despite the fact that one of 1te legs was broken!), and then
onto Edinburgh, which was to be our base for the next two nighta.

Sunday started with a visit to .Haymarket Depot, then to Glasgow
Works, Eastfield Depot, Polmadie Depot, Ayr and finally back across to
Millerhill Depot near Edinburgh, Tt wae on the Sunday that our driver
Dave acquired the tour mascot whilst fuelling up in Ayr, this being a
certain grey and pink coloured animal, of African orlgin, with large
ears and a very long nose. (No slmilarities =ith the tour leader were
intended;, so0 Dave elaimed!)

(n the Honday we first of all pald a return viagit to Millerhill,

before making for Grangemouth Depot and then back to Motherwell, this

time for our officilal wisitl We then made for Carstairs before heading o= .~
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back south of the border, We again made a brief call at the etabling
point at Carlisle and thenm headed back ta Farringtnn arriving there in
the early evening, Once agaln an excellent weekend, with much to see
{when the tour leader war mat down, that 1el), and plenty to eat and
drinlk and great fun was had by all present, including cur much mallgned
tour leader. So roll en 'The Caber Tosser TT' in 1986

Eunday 28th of April was the date for the second of the 'Doncaster
Dipper! tours and thie one was more or less the ssme ftinery as the
previous years trip. The first call wes to Knottingley Depot, thence
to Donecaster for both the depot and the worle, and then onto Worksop,
Shirebrook and Barrow Hi111 Depots and finzlly to end the day Tinsley
Depot. Onoe again thanlks must go to Big Al for bthe excellent fob he has

dene in organlsing these tripe and we lack forward to many more similar

ventures in the future,

SMALL ADS,

FOR SALE

Luxury album containing 300 stamps featuring steam,
diesel, and electrie locomotives frem the U.K,,
United States, Australia, France, Germany and many
other countries dating from the atart of railwaye
to the present day, Each locomotive hns a senarate
page in the album giving all {its detanile and history
and the stamps are held in protective plastic eounts

to avold damage, £100, Telephone Northwich 44959,




MIMRERS BRTEFING, Py AR, Ashuret. were to have come from this batch, but heavy vandalisatlon has made this
Major centre of enthusiast interest in the North West must of course impoesaible,

be the hueh Crewe Station Modernisaticom Plan, which 1g now underway,.

The station will remsfn virtually clased until late July, but that doee As Crewe rebuilds for the 21lst Contury at the reported cost of aver
not mean a lack of trafna 4in the area. The normally freight only £14 million, other parts of the network continue to detericrate for want
"Tndependant Lines" are handling a wast incresee in traffic as diverted of fundes. The £2 millfon or so required to keep the Arpley-Skelton Jot,
main 1line and local passenger services uwee these routes to by-tpass the line open has not been found and as previously mentioned the line will
gtation iteelf, To mekas room, many frelcht services have been dlverted cloge, provisfcnally with effect from Monday Bth July, Even at this late
away from Crowe. In conasequence lines such ag Shrewsbury-Wrexham-Chester- stage there 1s stl1ll some local doubt about the actual date, especially
Warrineton and Etockport=Skelton Junction-Forthwich-Acton Bridoe are g0 as Surmit Tunnel (Littlebarough) will mot now re-open until August
witneesine increased freight movements, especially at night time, ] and diverted Healey Mille to Fidlers Ferry coal traffic Is being arranged
Althourh hooked via Worthwich several of thees trains have beenm using the te go that wa¥, Iinstead of via Diegle, Stockport and Lymm. But whatever
now condemned Skelton=-Arpley direct Iinme via Lymm. At Crewe station the short term effects, engineering ¢onsiderationa »111 ensure that the
itself the only operable platform 1s the north end of number 1, which Lymm route ig shut before the end of summer on safety grounds, A short
handles the MU Shuttle traine to and from Chester and Stafford. Bus gtub between Arpley Juncticn and Latchford Blenal Box appears likely ta
services 1ink Crewe with Wantwich, Stoke, Sandbach, Hartford and Warrington remain available for run-round fecilities, at least wuntil such time as
where connection 18 made {nta matn Itneslocal trairs for points beyond. pawers can be obtained to build a new south to west 'chord! line to
Indepd Hartford and warrineton have come inte thelr own as major Tnter- permit through running between Walton Old Junetion and Pank Quay low level
Clty stopeilne points with many extra long distance traine stonping at without need for reversal,

these stations,

After svending the firet few days de-viring at Crewe, tﬂe emphasis At Northwich, our own 8E shed yard continues to gather rust, Now over
ig now shifting onto trackwork and much of the old formation is being six montha since official closure the site is viftually as 1t was when
1irted out by glant eranes, Throughout all of thie emgineera traine are the locos were present except for the all pervadine glocmy sflence, The
running bhackwards and forwarda hauled by retnatated Class 40 locos, now Iimited useage of the site by the Permanent Way Department appears to
back in traffic purely for deparimental use. Four machines are currently have ended and the only lime to see regular operation is the long siding
available agaln, these belng 97.405 (ex LO,0E0), 97,406 {ex 40,135}, behind the TOL Office, where the Clase 08 yard pllot can often be found
a7 407 {ex 40,012 Aurenl - mame ig sti111 carried) and 97.408 {ex LO,118). Gtabled when off duty, albeit a fair way down towarde the Leatack end af
Large nuabers of this durable claes are nmow araiting scravping at warfouws the slding. Maine facilities remain cconnected on aite and the TCT Office,
BREL workshoos, Im fact 40.135 was resurected from the dump at Doncaster washrooms etec appear to continue in limfited uecage, Eastwards from the
for 1ts new 97,4056 role, Mesnwhile st Crewe Worke many of the "laegt to shed/etation complex a quite large group of former "Merseyrail" Classe
be withdrawn" examples have been st;rad along the old warks access line 503 units are to be found dumped in the old yards adjacent.tc the Maregton
near Flag Lane, Those required for the re-instated engineer's trains Branch. Some are only recent withdrawals but already show slgns of heavy
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vandalisation, but whether this hag occcurred locally or on the Wirral
before arrival at Wortheich is not elear, {Cutting up of theee units
has started from last Monday,~17th June, by Vic Berry of Leicester., - Ed.)
A number of BE members enjoyed the LOOB/RCTS "Class 503 Farewell" Tour
worked by eister unite over virtually the entire "Mereeyrail" system om
1%th April, the last time that LMS built steck (original bateh of these
unitas entered pervice in 1938) wae operative on a normal BR trainm,
Regulnr timetable operatlicon with these setes on the Wirral lines had in
fact finished 5 weake earlier, Tt 18 understood that some of these cars
w11l be retained and returned to ariginal maroon (1938 sets) or green
{1956 sets) livery for use during the Merseyrail CentﬁnarI celebrations

next year,

Elsewhere on the Wirral, news te to hand that Mollington Street (8H)
Shed, Birkenhead, will close on the 30th Septembar 1985 after a long amd
drawn out battlas ke keop the depot open. Tronically, original closure
plane for thie shed In the early 19808 envisaged transfer of certaln work
from there to Worthwich! How ironieal then that '8E' should close 12
monthe before Birkenhead and with such 11ttle fight. Tt appeara that the
carrot dangled to the Wirral men fs the prospect of enlarged traln crew
facilities at Ellesmere Port, where 1t 1s envisaged that a new stabling
point will be required to service extra ofl traffie 1ikely to develop
ghortly between the Stanlow Refineries and the Forth East. Other frelight
flows appear to be far from healthy, however, and the effecta of the
Miner's Strike upon customer confidence in the Rall Tndustry appears to

have been considerable.

On the steam front most eyes will be turning Scuth-Westwarde from now
onwards as the OWR 150th Anniversary evenis get into top gear for the
summer, At the time of writing we h:ve Juet seen the visit of the GWR
150 Exhibition Train to Chester hauled by Savern Valley based Modiffied

Hall 5960 Raveningham Hall. At the end of the same week we have also aeen

20

the visit by BR Standard 9F 2=10-0 92220 Evening Star as 1t makes its
way south for the celebrations, The Associatfons Support Crew wers in
attendance throughout the visitsa by the Hall and Evening Star and we
alen manned a Publicity/9nles stand cn tha platform at Chester Staticn
during thils eame period, and which praved to be a most worthwhile venture
from the financial point of wilew., Many special events will be organised
Ehroughout the summer at BR Depots/Private Railways im connection with
'OWR 150% although the proposed Swinden Works Open Days (31et August

and let September) are apparently under a cloud now, due to the recent
announcement about the closure of the BREL Works there (as forecast In
our Winter tasue). Members will probably be aware of the shambles with
the first (Paddington)-Bristol-Ply=outh steam runa over Faster with

both King George V and 7819 Hinton Manor both running hot tender axle-
boxes, althoush perhapz the latter could be excused as £t did "have a
go" on its own after 6000 had failled. The return train, with 4920 Hagley
Hall providing a hastily arranged substituta (great credit here to the
SVR for providing the "Hall' and repafiring Hinton Meror in 24 hours),

ran faultlessly and provided your writer (snd hundreds more) with a fine
sight on arriving st Bristel Temple Meads in the late afternoon of the
Ath April. "hat a pity DLO23 or Dl062 could mok have been allowed to
finish the job properly and take the traln back to Patdington. (T quite
agree! - Ed,} Tnstead, patrone on the tour had to content themeelves with
ome of the ublquitous Brush b=, althouch 47,484 Teambard Kingdom Brunel
in Brunswlck Oreen Iivery, wikth brass name and numberslates did look
ratiter smart. Of the two ateam locos T =must firmly adsit to a distinet
preferance for the 'Manor' whose impressive BR Lined Black livery was
superbly evocative of the 1950=/60s in the Scuth West {which 1= surely
the period that anyone under 50 looke back on with lorging), Come to that,
what exactly wae wromg with "City of Truro® in similar style? (Nothing at
alll - Ed,) Tt 18 just a pity we have not got an LNYR express engine of
this period to show all our copper tapped friemde just how handsome lined

blaeck 1ivery really could be! (End of controversial eomments for this
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gditionl)

Despita the previous commente, the Western must be warmly anplauded
for the effort belng put into the celebrations this year and for the
general alr of helpfulness, efflclency and pride which seems to pervade
ptaff attitudes west of Faddington (and also, 1t must be said, in
H8eotrall" territory). This 15 in marked contrast te the stmosphere
which soens to surround many LMR and some Fastern stations at the moment.
Staff at Paddington, Swindon and Bristol couwld not have been more helpful
or enthusiastic when ashed for details of the steam special cn the Bth
April, their clean, tidy and pleasant stations/Travel Centres helping to
emphasiee the feeling that here was a rallway which meant business, What
a pity the atmosphere could now be clouded by the tragie closure of
Swindon Works just at the time when the Western was really "egrasping
the nettle." But what hae happened to morale cn the erstwhile "Premier
Line" these daye? The WR/IMR regional boundary offers a marked contrast
in etyle and attitudes today, which f=s surely only tc evident to the
cugtomer, Come ony LMR management and staff, 1t is surely time to take a
leaf out of the Western book and look to our future in more positive
faghion, Mr. Stanier brought one or two good ideas over from Swindon in
the past; perhaps the time 1& now ripe for ua to learm a 11ttle more

from the way things are being deone beyord the Malverns and Cotswolds.

TOURS PROGRAMME, AN _UPDATE,

Due to lack of ewpport The Manyman' tour scheduled for May had to
be cancelled, and the South Wales tour '"The Valleye Wanderer' will mow
take place during the August Bank Hollday weekend and not 1in July an
previously advertised, '"The East Anglian' tour i& now planned for
late September/early October but more detafils will be anmncunced as soon
ag they are avallable, Should you require any information about future

-
tours please contact Alan Bennektt on Warrington 602680,

a ORMATT N YTHE BE MpAGARTHE,"

The magazine is a quarterly publicatinon, appearing fn January, April,
July and October, and contributlons for sach issue should resch the
editor by the following dataes;

dpring Isene - March Tth. Summer Issue - June Tth,
Autumn anua = September Yth. Winter Tesue = December Tth.
Photographic contributions should be in the form of black and white or
colour prints of enprint size (5" x 33") and 4f intended for the cover
should be accompanied by the negative, Care will be taken with any
photographic material submitted. Tf the return of any contritutions Is
necessary then please enclose a stamped, addressed envelope.

In the 1ight of the present circumstances, until a new editor is appointed
will contributors please send their material to the following address:

The Editor,

"The 8E Magazine,"

C/o Mr. M., Lengz,

2 Manor Drive,

Rudheath,

NORTHWICH,

Cheshire,

Cwo THR.

EDNTTOR'S FINAL NOTE.

S0 there you have it, my last magazine as editor, T hope you all
enjoy reading 1t as muck as T have enfoyed producing it and T would
Just 1ike to take this opvortunity to thank all those members who have
sent me contributions over the last thrae yearr, wlthout which the
magazine would have been so much the poorer, T hope they will still
continue to send material to my sucecessor and T new look forvard to

reading my Autumn fseus, without already knowing of its cantentsl

S0 to my successor T offer best wishes for the future.
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WHO KNOWS? I'l”S UPTO YOU!

THE 8E ASSOCTATION, COMMITTEE MEMBERS,

HOMORARY PRESIDENT: Graham Roughsedre. (Worthwich T823%h4)
CHATEMAN: Colin Worrall. (Frodeham 32607)
VICE-CHATRMAN: Michael Lenz. (Worthwich L4959)

SECRETART: Vacancy.

TREASURER: John Little, {Maore S67)
PURBLIC RELATICHS OFFICERS: Michael Lenz/Robert Meredith.
FIXTURES OFFICER: Robert Meredith,

TOURS OFFICER: Alan Bennett,

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Nigel Lightbown.

HMAGAZINE EDITOR: Vacaney.

PASSTNG SCENES OF PRITISH RATL™AYS, (PHOTO ON REAR COVER, )

Hers we sen a fine example of a lattice post Junection signal, complete
with lattiee Bupporting post, on the northern approach to Inverness
atation,; a sight which w111, no doubt; eventually succumb to the humble

golour 1ight eslgnal. Taken or the 2lst April 1984, (Photo = M. Lensz,.)

FHOTO FEATURE.

Top Right: T.N.E.R. A3 Pacifiec H472 Flying Scotsoman seen parsing the
goods yard at Northwich whilet on ite way to Chester with the Wilscn's
Browery Special run on the 29th Zeptember 1984, (Fhote = D, Tealey.)
Right: One of Northwich ghed's more regular visitors wasL.M.8. "Jubiles?!
4=B=0 56%0 Leander, seen here at 1ts new servicing bage {following the

closure of Worthwich shed) in the goods yard alongeide Chester staticn

on the 23rd February 1985 about to depart 1ight engine for Manchester
Victoria. (Photo - A, Ashuret.)
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