


8E ASSOCTATION NEFSLETTER,

No. 7. Automn

Although since the last newsletter there has sti1l not been any

steam at Northwich (a matter which we hope will be remedied in the

near fubture} there has, nevertheless, been plenty of activity within
the Assoclation. Previously the newletter hae been compliled by cne of
the Aesoclation's Publicity Officers, Mr. Feter Turner, who has now
bad to give up this task dus to other commitments. Tt has fallen
upon myself to produce this newsletter, but T must offer thanke to
the various persone who have provided material which T hope will be
of interest to members. YT muet also thank my predecessor for the

time and affort which he put 4inta producing the previous newsletters,
and wish him well with hie future projects. As thia is my firat
attempt at thie sort of thing T hope you will find the result to

be upto the mtandard of previcue newslatters.

Michael Lenz., Editor.

Comeittae Matters.

There are a couple of items regarding the committes which members
may well not be awars of. The first of thesas concerns the additiom of I
Mr., Peter Sheridan to the committee, who has been placed Iin charge of
all working parties on the coach, as a result of hid keen interest
tor working on the comch, The mecond item concerns the reslgnation of
ome of our Publicity Officera, Mr, Pater Turner, and that of our
Sales Officer, Mr. Peter Coulter, both of whom we would 1ike to
thank, ob behalf of all the memborohip, for the excellent work that
they have both done for the Aemociation, and to say that we wish them
all the best in the future. With the A.0.M, coming up in November 1t
has been decided to wait until then to f111 these two poaitiona,

ra il

The Association hae passed 1ts firet birthday, with the membership
now in excese of ninety people, and nevr membore still Joining at the
rate of & couple A month, Already the first fifty renewals have been
gent out, and the response to date has been very good, with just over
half of these being remewed, However it willl mot be until the end of
our second year that we can truly aseess the Association's suwccems or
failure in being able to retain the interest of its members such that.
they will consider it worthwhile to renew their subscriptions.

Whilat on the subject of renewals, It would be much appreciamted 1f
members wonld return their completed remewal forme, together with their
subscriptions, as soon ae possible after recelving them. If a member
has mot renewed his eubscription by a month passed 1ts expiry date,
then that person will be assumed to have cancelled his membership, and
he will be removed from the mailing 1ist, We look forward to your
continued support im the future,

Michael Lenz, Membership Secretary.

FProposed Model Raflway Group,

The shggestion has been put forward at a recent committse meeting
that there may be membere of the Association who would be interested in
forming a model raillway group within the Asseclation. T have already
had approaches on this subject made to me by a couple of members and
T would be interested to kmow 1f there are any other members who would
liks to participate, Tf any members are interested would they please
contact me elther by telephone (Northwich 44959), or in person at the
next ordinary meeting.

Michael Lengz,



¥isit to Toton M.F.Ti. and the Great Central Railway, Loughborough.

Saturday 2lst August 1982 found the 8E Aesociation embarking on ite
fourth outing to date, this time with a double venue guaranteed to
fully entertain both the modern image and steam loving membere,

Leawing Northwlich at 9.00a.m., In the now customary "Walkers" coach,
with the first half of the party, an mneventful run to Warrington was
made, where the remainder of the toup plrtic{pnnts joined at 9.3%0a,.m.
Our route now lay along the A50 via Kmutsford, Holmes Chapel, Stoke,
and Uttoxeter travelling through pleamant Cheshire and Staffordshire
countryeids to our refreshment stop at the "Salt Bax" Cafe (Hatton),
where we arrived just after 11.00a.m. Entartainment on the way was
provided both by Peter Turner's relection of beverages (alcoholic and
otherwise), orisps etc., and also by the mors vociferows membere of
the party whome reactions to the observation of various Croaville,
F.M.T., Trent, Midland Red and similar vehieles en route, proved to
be fairly amuming to the more "stable" members of the party. (Wote:

The author must here own up to a slight permonal leaning towarde thim
'lunatic fringe' slement, despite such conduct being somewhat un-bacoming
of a membor of omr 11llustricws committes.)

After our 20 mimutes refreshments and F.N.B. stop, we procesded via
Etwal to Derby, pasming the site of Derby Friargate (G.N.R.% station
(closed in the mkd 1060'a) as we entered the town, Then off via the ring
road onto the AS2 mmd in no time we were approaching the twin villages
of Stapleford and Samdiscre on the Derbyshire/Nottinghamehira barder,
from where the privats road down to Toton (ex 16A) M.P.D. was taken,
arriving at 11.55a.m,

We had two booked ¥imite (12noon and 13.00 hours) but the very
oblliging shed foreman wam gontent to allow ue to go round the shed
complex in one combined group and did not insist opon um taking an
official *guide', marshalling of our party being left im the care of

committee membera. This, of course, was much to our sdvantage, saving

us conslderable time, whilst still allowing members to make notes and
take photographe at will throughout the shed and shed yard. The usual
collection of Classes 20, 25, 47, and 56 were present, but Classes 45
and 08 were not aes well represented ae might have been sxpected, A
number of Class 31's,; recently transferred from the W.R. and E.R. to
Toton, were alsoe cbeerved. Cddments "on ghed! included carriage heating
unit ADE 968002 (ex British Thomson-Houston Class 15 DE237), English
Electric Type & 40 157, English Electric Type % 37 079, and {surpriase,
eurprige,) ex L.M.5. 4F 0=6-0 5027 (B.R. 44027) from the Midland Rly.
Centre at Butterlyy. Of course the depot seems rather odd these dayas
without the one time ever-present "Peak" Class 44'es (D1 - D10} which
are now gadly all withdrawn,

We were underway again at 12.50p.m. for the half hour run via the
Ml to Loughborough where a rather extended tour of the town's suburbse
brought us eventually to the former Great Central Railway Station, now
the headquartere of the "Maln Line Steam Trust'". Here the party aplit
to sample the varicus delights of the re-=born G.C.R. The Raflway has an
impreseive fleest of locos, but unfortunately most of the larger examples
are still undergoing restoration, such as 71000 Duke of Gloucester,
24039 Boscastle, 6990 Witherslack Hall, 92212, 45231, b6l26L, ete. most
of which were inside the large shed building at the north end of the lime.
Racently pmrthasdd ex-F.R. Claes 14 diesels D9516 and 95235 were also
in residence at the depot, as were the smerviceable ex-B,R. locoe GA1306
(Bl Class) amd 474 (N2 Class, B.R. £9523) with G.N.R. Single No. 1
{(on loan from the N.R.M.) also 'on shed" along with various emaller
industrial types.

We bad nmot come empty handed, as a request had been made to Pat a
few weeks esarlier for hie help in locating some fireman'e shoWwells which
ware urgently required by the G.C.R. Through a locael contact Pat had
managed to obtain three of these, which had been held in stock by a
Warrington firm (former suppliers of shovells to Dallam Sheds) for arownd

15 years! The BE committes had decided to offer theee as a gift to the



G.C.R. to help cement relationships betwsen our two grours, and they wera
duly presented to Alles Grice, the shed foreman. Our reward for this
socn appeared in the shape of ex G.C.R. "Mrector" 4-4-0 number 506
(BE.R, £2660) Butler-Henderson, which wan to work all service trains
during tha afterncon. Pat had resuestsd the provizlion of thia loco if
at all possible, despite the fact that one of the fndustrial tank locos
wag the rostered engine for the day, in view of the long association of
the "Directora" with Cheshire Lines services in the 1950's and early
1960's, Many of eur members will no doubt have fond memories of Ehess
locos when allbeated to Northwich and Trafford Parle Shedas. "Mong",
"Prince of Walea'y “Oerard Powys Dewhurst', "Jutland", "Princess Mary",
Wore regular parfarmers on Manchester - Liverpool and Manchester -
Chestar services In formar years.

A number of footplate passes wera made available to um, one of which
was offered to wn sx=Widnem driver, who was allowed to taks the regulator
during the arsernoom, mugh to his delight. Most of our party chose to
maxe one round trlp on the 5 mile 1line via Quorn to Rothley, epsnding
the remainder of Lhe available time aroung the shed and etation area at
Loughborough, Yiawing of the small relics mureum and photographie displays
led on to reflecbions about the ureat Central in general. How 1mprenaive
the London extenslon to Marylebone appeared from the vintage photos taken
during the construgblen or the 1ine in the 1890's: the last truly matn
line to be bullt tn the U.K. What a tragedy 1t is that this euparbly
engineered route, WML perrectly straight, flat, and tr continental
loading guage, wam newar allowed to develop to 1te full potential. OFf
course railway politiem and inter-company rivalry have played as muck 1
part in its downfall MW Any other factor. The final act 1= of courme the
recent closure of the Manchestsr Piccadilly - Sheffifeld Victoria
"Weodhead" route, whioh ham left Fdward Watkin's dream of Manchostar to
Paria through trains ¥ia the 4.C.R. finally and irrevocably shatterad,

Members interested to learn more of the chaquered history of the Manchestar,

Eheffield, and Lincolnahirs Ratilway and 1ite transformation inte Pritain's

last major Trunk Route ara recommended to read George Dow'g three

volume work "Oreat Central® which provides much insight into this
fascinating and at one time extensive railway aystem (the Western wae
not the only '"Great" rallway in Yrexham: David McIntosh will tell wou
more 1f you are in any doubt) which wae always unloved by the
"egtablishment" at Euston, King's Crose, and 5t, Pancras. Nelther the
L.M:5, nor the L.N.E.R. really wanted it at the grouping; and the latter
always acted as 1f they were "saddled" with it, shedding few teare vwhen
responsibllity passed th the London Midland Region in B.R. days.

e muet be grateful that a little of the Oreat Central's plonsering
epirit surwivéscat Toughborough (and at Quainton Foad alsa, to a leerer
extent) to help us to refleect on what might have beenr had circumetances
been different. Let ue not forget that the "mew" G.C.H. hag not been without
problems (noteably financial) in recent years and 8F members are urged
to suppokt the moble efforts of the dedicated team at Loughborough
whehever poesible. Remember, without past G.C.R. perseverance there
would never have been 8 Cheshire Iines system at all. Our enjoyment at
Northwich today owes much to Mesera. Pollitt, Robinson, and Watlin and
matny more G.C.R. worthies,

fur return Jjourney from Loughborcugh commenced at 16.45p.m. for a
short run to Coalville (ex 158} depot where the modern traction fanse
were pleased to find another group of W.R, diesele on view at this
atrangely deserted stabling peint. Travelling on via Ashby-de-le-Zouch,
Swadlineote, and Burton on Trent, we rejoined the AS0 to retrace our
outward route, finally arriving back in Varrington shertly after 19.30
houra, and Northwieh by 20,00 hours.

All inm all, m most suceseful day out and thanks are due to all who
helped to comtribute to the running of the trip, including Walkers
Coaches, B.R, at Toton, G.C.R, staff, 8E committes members, and not
least Pat Mullae,

Row them, where shall we go next?

Alan R, Ashurat,



The Great Central Railway prospersd by virtus of its fretight traffic;
until the Groupisng ir 1921 1ts paggenger services were in the handa of a
mumbar of mediccre 4-E6-0a and one outotanding type of L-k-0, J.G, Robinscn's
*Mrector' claas. Designed in 1913, the ten engines of class D10 were
#legant Z-cylinder machines with 6ft 9in. driving rheels, named after
diractors of the company.

They wero followad 4n 1920 by an enlarged veraion, Class 'DI1', of =~hicgh
the principal distinguishing feature was the large side-window cab., Tha
sajority of these eleven engines were named after battlefields of the
war, such as '"Mons' and 'Scmme', and soon all ths 1ight high-spead
papsenger traine on the G,C,R. line to Merylebone were handled by thess
two clasres. After the Grouping, a few 'DMrectors' found their way on to
the former Great Northern main line out of King's Crose, on auch important
traine a= the 'Sheffield Pullman', and in 192k Gresley butlt a further
twenty-four for use in Scotland, To suit the Scottish loading Euage, thees
latter engines had cut-down cabs and boiler mountings, and were glvan
fine old names from Sir Walter Scott's novels, 'Wizard of the Moor',
'Baron of Bradwardine' and others were soon a familiar sight on the
lines radiating from Edinburgh and Dundee.

After nationalimation, withdrawal of the 'Directore' soon began; many
of the Scottieh ones were stored, and those in Fngland wera concentrated
on the former Cheshire Lines. The last of them was withdrawn from servica
in 1962, with the exception of 'Butler-Henderson’ which has been restorad

to 1ts original condition for preservation.
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CLagh =Uvs at wilh,

By the time these notes appear in print, the first weelkk of a serles
of trials wsing Class 20 (English Electric Type 1) locomotives, based
at Northwlch M.P.D., sheuld be complete. Tn view of the impending demice
of Clase 25 locomotives, both T.C.T. and B.R. are investigating varfous
alternatives for hawlage of the limestone trailne from the PBuxton areas,
one of which 1e a propoeal to use two Class 20 locos in a simflar fashion
to current freight workings in the East Midlands, where these locos are
well known for thelr general reliability and capable performance etandardm,.
Tuesday 28th, Wedneaday 29th, and Thuraday 3I0th of September should have
geen a palr of Clase 20%'s working the 11.05 Qakleigh to Qreat Rocke,
returning with the 15.39 Munstead Quarry to Cakleigh, in the capable
charge of our good friend Joe Fisher. Tf these and further trials prove
sucessful, more Northwich men will be trained in the use of these
dietinctive single-cab machines, with a view to their introduction on
4 regular basis:to most, 1f not all, of the T.C... Buxton toc Northwich

workinge in due course,

8E goes American.
Heturning to the saga of the wandering 8E Shedplate, T have to raport

that for the first time, as far as T am aware, our shedplate has appearad
om an American locomotive, and not just amy old locomotive, but a Tnion
Paclific hOOO Class h-8-B-4 kmown to most people as a "Big Boy', This
e¥ent took place in June thie year, and for those members who might think
this 18 a leg pull, then they ars welcome to view the indisputable proof
of this happening at the next meeting, when a photograph of the loce
{complete with shedplate) will be on display. Tn the next newsletter T
ghall go into more detail on thie subject, euffice to =ay that those
members who are unable to see the photograph may well find some surprises

in store when they read thiks article in the next newsletter.
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Local Steam - Autumn 1982 and beyond.

Both 46229 Duchese of Hamilton (from the W.R.M,) and L,M,5, "Black
Five" (415000 (from the S.V.R.) will be on duty in Chechire in late
October and early Wovember, The Duchess will go through Northwich en
route to Chester with a private charter on Saturday 2%rd Coctober, Here
the loco will take over a "Welsh Marches Pullman" from the Flack Five,
which will have brought the train in from Hereford, The reverse operation
will occur two weeks later, om Saturday 6th November. Frecise datails
are 6t111 not available, but we expect to hold 5000 at Northwich during
the intervening two weeks, Further informaticn will be avallable in due
course and we will endeavour to ensure all membere are advised,

With the withdrawal of the fitters from Northwich M.P.D., and the
removal of fuelling facilities, both events from Saturday 25th September,
ruomours are beginning to cireculate re clopure of the depot and such like,
The Committee would like to reamsurs members that B.B. 1s MOST DEFINATELY
NOT opting out of train creaw commitments at Northwich, although the
implicatione for the shed bullding fteelf have yet to be fully outlined.
Nevertheless, we are in conatant towech with both B,R. management, and
private loece ownere and operptors, all of whom confirm that the future
of steam operations at Northéich la not in doubt at the pressnt time.
Membears will be kept fully informed of any developments, am your committes
does mot think 1t wise to kesp mugh fmportant matters secrat from the
memberahip. As a postecripl, we hear that o.¥.R, "Hall" h=6=0 K930
Hagley HMall could well be ouwr next visitor, early in the New Tear.

AR, Anhurat.

August Bank Holiday Weekand 8l Carnforth.

The bank holiday looksd 1ike living up to all expaatations. The ME

¥visibility ana a surfelib of

was like a river, and at GAN nt almost at a standantfll due to poor
myang, coaches, and obther vehicleas fonll

of holiday-minded peopla, l,xiﬁl time Carnforth wam ramched, however,

the deluge had moderated Lo ageasional wicious showers. We arrived in
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tims for lunch on Sunday, and having hocked in, adjourned to the cantesn
where we were aselgmed variousm duties while sti1l munching. T went as tha
guard on the Crag Rank mhuttle, and during the afterncon T saw obher 8E
members doing Shings 1ike guarding on the 15" guage line, and repalring
rotten platform UINNARRs A NO#ting was held om the 3.00p.m. ahuible at

o T LN s
-.,- #¥ante planned for the following day, after

which we wars give 'W. Bour of the whole site. Aftap iiﬁfag a

dead fire-angl " new {846n on the car park we gob Jﬂ wlﬂ up and
went to the ﬂ':l-l | I'It.l'lal 'Mehk of the Day! Hh.:llf_l meal, not
the harmaid’:,l ¥ plntas at the PRlue .l.n:% ﬁalton Le
Sands.

On Monday in the L.M.5, 12 wheslad Mleeper to rind the
weather quite B d got a conple of hwﬁiwﬁﬂns in before
breakfast, willl 45.H. 0-6-0T, vhich PAMMY WAE firing a1l day.
During the m ¥Ehing wae poaitionsd fﬁ” 8 festivities,

! X wers to take part in
the cavalondmy KRl TWbac ] "ﬁra pulled out of the

d her kesp that rorning,

almost comiml MR WhAndstill while dragging he two big continuntal
paclifica, ha.ndbraki serawail ‘Il W to prevent slipping., ‘at
found thal ‘the chimney during this

manasuvar, It shed during the morning
to work l. WAy of contrast T saw meveral

aE m-.‘uﬂ il ihe an Ard boxes carried back and forth
to the | it gavalcade ran upto Crag Wank,

each looo golng la, a brief description being

i i
given over the v DX, Much hilarity followed 5407

box with thi |

last engine i wan u’l her end uf the line of sngines

dispoeed of Inbo N8 right placen rul.'h"{'ha second @a¥alcads at %,30p.m,
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The eecond cavalcade aleo went odff without a hitch, except that some
comedian coupled S407 to Lord Neleson at Crag Bank., S5407's abortive

attempe to start off were met with muech derisory whistling from all

the other locos whose crews all seemod to Be In om the jJoke. Both of the
cavaleades were under the sole control of 8E members and after the second
cavalcade, a couple of hours were epent on hard shunting to pot everything
aray again. Despite aching in parts T'd forgotten T had for the rest of the
weale, T can honestly say T haven't enjoyed myself so much for years, and

T know Bob Meredith did, because he stayed there all week!
G.C. Smith.

Solution te Crosaword in Wewsletter 6.
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Warrington Area Group Meetings,

Our regular Friday night venue in Warrington has changed from the
Royal Oak Heotel to The PATTEN ARMS (opposite Bank GQuay Statfon) where
woe were originally. This means that slides and filma etc. are no longer
shown, However, members felt there was more need to have a general
"patter” (and booze-up) so that all that latest scandal and rumour could
be fully discwessed, instesd of epending the evening in a more formalised
waY. Accordingly we are, once more, to be found in the fromt bar on the
Hotel side of the bwilding, from around 9,.00p.m. onwards, and cordially
extend an invitation to all 8E members to come along for an entertaining
night out.

Additlonally, Sunday evenings now see a emall bsnd of members in
resldence at the Railway Hotel, Enutsford Road, Latchford (1% miles from
Warrington town centre on the A50). The new landlord here ie very
railway-minded (having previously been in chargs at the Railway Hotel,
Earleatown, the home of the L.C.G.B., North-West Branch), and he has made
ue very welcome. Again, all are invited to come along for a drink and a
chat 1f you are bored with "Sunday Wight at the London Palladium” (or
whatever the modern equivalent 18, these days).

Alan R, Ashuret.

The "Ffestiniog Pullmans" - June 6th, 12th, 13th, and 20th 1982,
Those of you who have been watehing the progrese of the Ffestinlog

Railway over the years will have seen its top terminus move from Boston
Lodge, in the very early days, to Tanygrisiau until gqaite recently.
May 25th 1982 wae indeed an historlc day for the F.H. Ae well as being
150 years (and 2 days) since the originsl opening of the lime, 1t also
marked the re-opening of the through route to Blasnaw Ffestiniog, and the
first through paseenger trains since 1939 were seen amid such celebratiom,
Back in October 1981 certain ldeas had germinated. Why mot run a traim
to Blaenau to eelebrate, and since it was such a special cccaslon, why

not make 1t sosmething extra special.
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And so it was that Sunday 6th June saw a special etandard gusge train
in Blaenau Ffestinlog. The "Ffesgtiniog Pullman" formed of the 5,L.0.A.
(Bteam Locomotive Cperators Assoclation) privately-owned Pullman set,
and the first of s series of four such trains te run, the demand havine
bean so0 heavy.

FPagsengere on the first "Ffestiniog Pullman" asaw their train arrive
behind the green Class 40 no, 40 106, Due to problems at Crews, the train
left there 60 minutes late, but with some emart driving and efficient work
at both Llandudno Junction and Blaenau Ffestiniog, we were to find
oureelves in Fortmadog 2 minutes early! After Chester, memoriee of the
old scenic land c¢rulses came back for many. What better way to survey the
scenle North Wales coast and the splendour of the Conwy and Lledr Valleye
of the Blaenau branch, than from the luxurious ecomfort of a Fullman car. .
At Llandudno Junctiom, 40 635 "Apapa" backed onto the train and w»e were
goon off wp the branch. Tt had been misty all along the ccamt; but as we
atarted elimbing and twisting above Betwa-y-Uoed, the skies began to
clear, and on emerging into the grey, slate-tip waste of Blasnsu, following
the green isolation of the Lledr Valley, the sun was elghted.

Double-emgine "Marddim Fmrys™ and traln wae waiting for us, together
with driver Joe Clulow, and Dee and Mersey Group volunteer John Hopkins
as fireman., Tt wae a busy day for the F.R,, for already two special trains
had arrived, and that on a day when the branch was normally closed., The
firat had been a f-car MU off Newton Heath depot forming a special from
Wigan and Warrington {our own BE/B.R. excurslon-ED)}, and the second a ten
coach rake of scruffy clasa 47-hauled Mark 1's from Fuston - both private
charters. Space was tight, and much thought had previously gome into
deciding to stable the Fuston train In the goods yard at North Vestern,
and the DMU up the line continuing on to Tranefyndd,

The trip on the F.R. was, as ever, superb. The views to be had from
the windows of a Ffestiniog train must be unequalled anywhere else in
Britain. No wonder it's one of the major touriet attractions im Wales.

Pagsengers had 50 minutes to take 1in Harbowr Station, with 1ts musemm,

1k



cafe, and shop and its surrouwndings. Then back for the return trip, and
further glimpses of ecenic wonder before return early at our piek-up
stations of Chester, Northwich, Altrincham, Flcecadilly, Stockport,
Wilmelow, and Crewe.

The Saturday Pullman on the l2th ran from Crewe and Chester only,
but with connectione from the North Weet, Birmingham, and Euston., Thie
time the green class 40, no, 40 106 took us all the way, running round
at Llandudno Junetion, The weather was suwperb, as it was on the following
tro runs, and on arrival on time at Blaenau, "Prince" wae walting on our
apecial F.R. train for the return rum to Portmadog.

The shortage of paths onm the Blaemau branch on s Saturday afternoon,
heceseltated our Pullman departing aroumd 3.00p.m,., passing a service
train at the only remaining passing point at Llanrwst, Passemgers had the
cholee of returning by service train from Llandudno or elee spending
almost 2 houre at the resort before ocer Pullmana returned.

The Sunday 13%th June Fullman wae notable 1in providing clases 33 diesel
haulage as far as Llandudno Junction in the form of loco mo. 35 008,
named "Eastledgh", Tt was slsec notable in being omly 50 minutes late off
Crewa, Class 40, no. 40 009 hawled the 330-plus passengers up the branch,
and we arrived in glorious sunshine to see "Earl of Meirioneth" and train
awalting ua,

For the Sunday 20th June Pullman, time was maintained all the way
{third Sunday luecky), haulage being provided by 33 003 and 40 168 to and
from Llandudno Junction respectively. Certainly, so far as i= known,
everybody really enjoyed their day out - in fact some passengers
(organiseras excepted) actually pald to come on the Pullmane twice. Quite
a number of thank you letters have been recelved, commenting on the
cleanliness and comfort of the trains, the helpfulness of the 5.L,0.A,
and F.R. stewards, the detailed souvenir itimerary, and the organisation
and quiet efficlemcy of the Travellers-Fare steward. Sales stands were

mannad by F.R. volunteers at both ends of the traln, the main sales being
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the Ffestiniog 150 yeare celebratlion booklet and the “"Cambrian Rail®
joint COLAG/VORSA publicatiom. Two raffles were aleo held, the first for
the "Ffestipiog Fullman" headboard carried by sach train, the cast
aluminium plate being presented to the lucky winner during each retarn
Jourrey; the second, held over all four tralns, was for an original ofl
painting by Adrian Powell of Southport, depicting "Prinee" on a F.R.
train, and the "Ffestiniog Pullman" train, both at Blaesnan Ffestiniog
Contral. This painting was won by Mr. Bill Tate of Sale, who had travelled
on tha June 13th Pullman, having come with a party from the Manchester
Model Railway Scociety.

Mo train or trains can ran smoothly without the help and assistance
of many pecple. In particular we would like to amcknowledge the assistance
of David Ward and Ted Gibbins of B.R., Bernard Staite and hie hard-working
atewards of S.L.0.A., Alan Heywood and other F.R. eteff, and last but not
least all those people withim tha Dee and Mersey, Lancashire, and Cheshire
Orowpe of the F.R. Society who aselsted with not just one; but four
railtours within fifteen days.

A mighty effort you will agree, but surely warth it.

John Oates.

Locomotives at Northwich, The J10 and J11 Clascess

From the formation of the Cheshire Lines Committee untll nationalisation,
the company had no motive power of its own (excepting two Sentinel Rallcars
in the 1930%'s). The Manchester, Shaffield and Lincoln Raflway was the
first company to provide locomotives, Thie réght continued whenm the Great
Central was formed and paseed to the L.N.E.R. at the Grouping,

With the importance of the salt industry in the Northwich area, freight
engines had always been shedded there. The Jl0s and J1ls had proved
themaelves over the years to be reliable locomotivea.

The J11 wag the first locomotive deslgned for the Great Central by
J.6. Robinson. The newly formed Sreai Centrasl Rallway Company wac am

aggressive and progreeslve railway, and Robinson had wanted to act qulckly,
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and safely decided to bulld improved 0-6-0 and 4-4-0 tender locomotives,
gimilar to Pollit's desligne.

The J11 differed from the J10 in certain respects; 1t was 5§ tens
heavier (though thie was mot wholly accounted for by the J1l's larger
boller). The new locomotive was sturdier built, with a larger raof than
the J10, with extra suppert for the rear corners of the roof belng provided
by extending the rear grab handlee on the cab, Both locos had Stephenson
valve gear with rocking shafts to drive balanced flat valves over cylinders
184" in diameter, with a 26" piston stroke, During World War 2, a start
was made to replace the cylinder blocks with ones made to teake piston
valves. Thia resulted in the boller belng set higher inm relatiom to the
frames. This was to be a standard modification to make a standard L.N.E.R.
clasa, but mationalfiasstion brought other ideas.

Rather oddly; im 1900, Gorton continued to build the previows J10 design
produeing a ¢lass total of 40, whilst Wilelsen Reld of Glasgow produced the
first 50 Jlls, which eventually became a class of 174 engines.

Earlier M.5. and L, englne=an had affectionately called the 0=6-0
locomotives "Bashers and Bull-Dogs", but the unofficial name of '"FPom Pom!
is the one normally used for the Jl1, and also even the J10 (parhaps
incorredtly).

The J11'es tender was of the 3250 gallon type and differed from the
earlier M.5,&L. design by having guard rails to increase the coal capacity,
When a 4000 gallon tender was Introduced 1t had coping plates in place of
the rails, not because smaller coal wae introduced, but because the rafls
were more expensive to fit. The basic tender design was not good, the
coal on all tendere zame to the fireman (until he himself had to bring 1t)
at footplate level, and then had to be 1ifted fnts the fire hole. Acrome
the tender are compartments for personal belonginge, lampa, and toolaj
The coal Is drawn from a central gap under these. If this gap was used by
the fireman to enter the tender in order to move the coal forward, then
he could mot return to the footplate safely, whilet the engine was in

motion. Om other railways this difficulty wae overcome by providing doors
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at the front of the tender, but even as late as 1943 the L.N,E.R., tenders
fitted to Pl 4-6-0 locomotives Btill did mot have this facility. The
eombination of danger and difficulty of moving coaml forward in the tender
raegulted in the practice of high stacking the front half of the tender
{apparent in pletures of thease elasses of locoe).

Ope J11 (number 16, built in 1909) had the distinction of beling the
firet Great Central locomotive to be fitted with a superheater, Thie had
20" cgylinders and Gortom fitted pieton tail rode, the frames beine
extended to accomodate them (the Midland practice of allowing them to poke
through the buffer beam was not used), The tail rods were not accepted
ag standard Gorton practice, on imeide ¢ylinder engines, &8 no apparent
aavantage wae observed.

The J10& and Jlls main uee was for freight (Foods and mineral) trains,
although they could perform well om pagsenger duties, and given their head
they could easily achieve &Cm.p.h.

Tt 14 interesting to note the hish regard in which Mr. Robinson was
held, for with the Grouping and formation of the L.N.E.E. he wan anked
to become the Chief Mechanical Frgineer. He considered the challenge, but
at 66 years of age recommended a younger man for the post, a certain
Wigel Oresley:

One of the Worthwich drivers recalled a Northwich turn: two J10a, with
tenders f1illed from back to fromt (as already described), regularly
hauled ofl traine to the West Cheshire Junction, there to hand over to
a small Great Western pannier tank, which eaelly dealt with the train that
had taken two tender locos to deliver 1t.

T.A. Bustage.

Beminder,

Would members please make a note of the dates of the monthly meetings
from now until the year end.

October S5th, November 2nd. Wovember 30th (A.G.M.), and December 1lith.
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Members Briefing - Jome Snippets of Information,

Derby Worke "Open Day" was held om Saturday 4th September, and a number
of members visfted the works, finding a reasonable quantity of locos in
residence, despite the reported low level of activity at the works.
However, many of these locos were for gerapping ineluding members from
clagees 25, 40, and 45, together with a few Scottish based clage 27's.

Two steam locos were on view in the display area; Midland &F 0-6-0 (4)4027,
as eseen by our group two weeks earlier a* Toton depot, and Southern 'M7!
tank loco {}ﬂ}ELj, making its first public appearance for many years, after
a lengthy pericd in storages, following withdrawal in the early 1960's,

This loco had been repainted In original L.5.%.R. livery by the Derby
Carriage Works apprentices, eepecially for the Open Day. Alac noticed on
the serap lines were the orignal H.5.T. power cars W43000 and WH3C0L1, from
the prototype "Inter-City 125" set no, 252 001, which have until late been
in departmental serviee at Derby Research Centre. FPreserved Class bl '"Peak"
D4 Great Gable, restored to orliginal 1959 B.R. green livery, was also on

view in the works eidinge.

It is understood that all of the Autumn/Winter 1982 BLOA steam trips
announced so far are now fully booked, This must be seer ae very good news
for all in the "preservaticn' movement, As far se we are concerned,; it seems
falr to speculate that SLOA may be encouraged to add extra trains to the
programme 1f B.R, will agree, 0Of course, any additional "Welsh Marches
Pullman' workings should, by implication, involve the 8E Association to

some degree. Let we hope that this may prove to be the case.

The return of Ffestiniog Railway traine to Blaenau Ffestiniog thie
summer has led to greatly increased loadings on B.R.'a Cohwy Valley
Line from Lland&dno Junction. Accordingly B,R, 18 actively pursuing the
poseibility of re-introdueing loco-hauled trains on the line for the 1983
timetable, Teste have already been conducted uweing a class 40 plus 9 mark

1 goaches, although final compoeition and powar for these workinge is by
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no meana cartain as yet. However, the scheme doea seem Lo be a strong bet
for fntroduction in some form or other next summer, to avold the "full

and standing" eituaticn which hag applied on many DMU'a this year.

B.R,-built 42 Pacifie 60532 Blue Peter, currently pretending to be
L.M.E.R. 532 at the DMnting Railway Centre, will be eteamed om Sundays 3rd
and 10th of Octocber, A recent inspection revealed the loco to be in a
baslcally sound condition, despite many years of disuge, some of whieh
were spent out of doors at a Yorkshire colllery before owner Geoff Drury
was persuaded to bring this machine and his A4 60019 Bittern to more
gecure premises. Many would have thought that lengthy, costly work would
be required before the A2 turned its own wheels again, but this is
surptisingly not the case. This event must surely be worth witnessing,
and 8E members are encouraged to support the Dinting Staff in this

noteabkle venture by, at least, golng along to have a look,

Preserved Deltics 55 009 and 55 019 were officially handed over to
the Deltiec Preservation Society at a ceremony at Doncasker Works on Friday
20th Aupust, after which they were towed north (by 37 100} to their new
home on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, last minute “beaurocratic"
provlems prevented movement under their own power as planned. The acute
motive power shortage on the N.Y.M.R, has resulted in the two locos being
pat into immediate cperation there. Gala Days on the N.Y.M.R, are due
for the last weakend in October, when all serviceabls ex-B.R, diesels

on the 1ine will be in operation (Hymek, Warship, Deltice, Class 14k ete.).

Other withdrawn clase 55s st1ll languish in Doncaester Works scrapyard
where they were chserved by some 8E members over the August Bank Holiday.
Since our coach trip in February, 55 007/08/10/14 have all been cut up,
and 5% 021 wag just being started at the end of August. Tt is understood
that cabs and part of the bodyside of 55 021 may be preserved for statie

display. All the rest are awalting thelr turn for the torch, except,
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perhaps, 55 015 Tulyar which 18 painted-up and separated from the

remainder of the class.

Services on the "Cheehire Lines™ system in 1987%/84 should see 1little
change as far as Chester-Northwich-Manchester traine are concerned., Mowrever,
& major revielon of PlceadillyeWarrington Centrel-Liverpoocl trains will
oceur which will break the pattern of services which has exteted virtually
eince the line was opened in 1870. The hourly fast Liverpool-"tdnes-
Warrington-Piceadilly trains will continue to ocperate, as now, out aof
Lime Strest. However, the stopping services which run Lime Street-
Warrington Central and Yarrincton Central-Oxford Road as separate troins
at present, will be withdrawn. Tn their place will be all stations from
Oxford Road-=Hunt'e Crosa trains, connecting into and out of the
"Meraeyrail" third-rail electrics, which w11l be extended from Garaton
back to Hunt's Crose in May 1983. Thus the original C,L.C0. roote via
Creseington will, once more, take passengers from Manchester into
Idverpool Central (albelt now the"low level" platforme). Hunt's Croes

trainzs will rum through to Eirkby on weekdays, and to Southport on Sundays.

Our 'artist' member Phil Creaghan has completsed ancther of his superb
action studies of main line steam at work. The carrent subject, an L.N.E.R.
Pacifie, wae a epecial commlssion for 5.V.R. Beneral Manager Michael Draper,
which hae been framed, and was presented to Michael during the recent
5.V.R. "Enthuslasts Weekend", when BE members were again at work in
Bridgnorth M.P.D, The picture has been donated to Michael as a token of
our gratitude for his entertaining talk at our May mesting, when we all
received a valuable fneight inte the "behind the scenes" activities of

the 5.V.R.

Contributione for thils section, detalling any "up to date" developements
on B,R., the private rallways, or events in which the membership either, in
groupe, or as individuale, has been involved would be very welcome,

Alan R, Ashuret,
21

Tha Coach = Progrees Repart.

Tt 418 now almost six monthe aince the last progress report appeared,
and in that time a falr amount of work hae been done on the coach,
although this ie not to apparent from the outside. The most noticeable
external feature is the white painted buffer shanks and beam, partly
white painted solebar and ome white axlebox cover., This painting took
place soon after the Open Day, and before any real ideas had been put
forward for a definite plan of work on the ccach, Since the comch i= used
to a large extent as a service wehicle at present, in order to provide
gleeping aceomodation for members working on visiting steam locos, 1t was
decided to spend time Iinitially on working on the coach interior to make
it more acceptable. Turing the summer mdnths, most Sundaye have found
Pete Sheridan and myself down at the eoach by 10.00a.m,, when we have
then commenced working through till around 5,00p.m., *ith a breask for
lunch, Amongset the jobs that have been done are the removal of the
metal and asbestos heat shielde from the compartments (remnants from the
former gas lighting); etripping down the kitechen stove for eleaning and
removal of years of soot and aghj Fitting of wooden cupbeards above the
gink 1n the kitchen, so am to provide more storage space; repainting the
woodwork in the kitechen white, and polishing up all the metal surfaces
(you can.mow see yourself better in the kitchen on the polished metalwork,
than you could in the toilet compartments on the mirrora!); replacing the
temporary wirimg with a more permanent and neater system; removal of the
tollet and washbasin from one of the two tollet compartments, and conversion
to a atoreroom, complete with cupboard and shelvee (T just hope we do not
have to move the cupboard out again, it took ages to get 1t in); fitting
of & lockers into other toflet compartment and painting all woodwork upte
washbasin level (we ran out of paint after that!); remowal of door from
corrider to brake end, with a view to re-using 1t when extra compartment
iz inastalled; gemeral tidying up of the brake snd compartment area in
preparation for installafion of new compartment. All in all, a fair

amount of work, empecially when there has only been two or three pecple
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present on most occcasionm, although numbere have increased in the last
few weeks. Ae alwaye, if any member would like to help, ther come to the
coach any Sunday from 10.00a.m. onwards, end you will be mada most welcome,

Michael Lenz,.

For any members who might be interested there fs a British Rafl
Marrymaker excursion from Northwich to March/Ely/Cambridge on Saturday
l6th Oectober. The pkice is £5.00 for adulte and £1.00 for children and
bookings commence from Monday 4th Cetober (Saturday 2nd 1f you are a8 Rail

Travel Club member).

As a member of a number of rallway groups and a model raflway scclaety,

I receive numerous magazines and newsletters during the year. I have noticed
that in many of these there is usually a emall section given over to
lotters from members on varying topies relative to that group or society.
If possible T would 1ike to Iintroduce something similar in this newsletter,
and T therefore ask membere to write to me with their vlews on any matters
that they conalder relative to the Asscclation, be they criticisms,
suggastions, or anything which they feel they would like to comment on.
At the same time if any members have any articles they would like to
contribute for future newsletters, then please do so as they will be most
welcome, T am propoaing to make this newsletter a gquarterly pablicationm,
with the next lesus (Winter 1982) appearing im late Decembar/early January,
80 T would be grateful if all contributioms for the mext lssue wouwld reach
me by the end of November at the latest, Flease send any letters or
contributione tog-

Michael Lenz,

2 Manor Drive,

Rudheath,

HORTHWICH, NORTHWICH 44959,
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