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EDITORIAL

Wall folkes, T'm back, albelt after a shorter period than T had been
expecting, Wevertheless 1t feels geood to be back at the helm, or should
T say regulator, once agaln. Ae ¥oo are all aware, Brilan Boardman felt
he wag unable to continoe as editor for a mumber of reasome and T would
like to take thies opportunmity to thank him for the work that he put imto
the three igsuee that he prodveed. Alas, T feel thet he bit off more than
he could chew, 50 to epesak, and tried to do tooc much, tooc soon with the
rasult that he found he was unable to meet the former schedule of dates
for publication on time, as & result of which members have only received
three instead of four igeues over the past year, Om behalfl of my fellow
cormittes members T would thus like to apolaglise for thie omlesion and

eay that 4n 1937 we shall, once again, returm to four i1ssues ag before.

You will have noticed that this issue 15 dated Christmas 1986 and
alego includes the Annual Repart for 1985-8&, thie hac been done to save
on printing costs and aleso to provide & magagine gince the mext issue
will not appear until April 1987, Once again, as you will also have
noticed, the magazine hae reverted to 1te former slze but Mas altered

in other waye which I hope you will find pleasing.

Now that T am back as editor T shall, once more, be relying upom you,
the memberehip, to provide me with material for the magazine and you have

now got three menths in which to work on your contributicns for the next

COVER PICTURE,
Green liveried Clase 50 number 50007 STR EDMARD ELGAR awaite the right

awny at FPengance, July 1985, (Photo - M, Lenz.)



{sauq. Articles should be restricted to a maximus of threes pages (Al size)
wherever pogsible ard can be on any aspect of railway cperatiom past or

present,

At the time of writing (early Wovember) the Assocfation hae recently
geerr an upsurge In its loco servicing activities with the LEWR 'Cogl Tank!
being attended to or two separate cccaelcne during September and Octcber
and the progpect of Princese Royal Claee Facific €201 Princess Flizeheth
stopping overnight at Worthwich during November, However, through cur
contacts within the preserved steam movement, the forecast for 1987 loocks
very grim indeed, and mot just for ourselves but the maln line steam
operation in gemeral. Let me keep cur fingers crossed that there will
gtill be occaslonal morth/scuth movemente of locoe via the Chester-
Worthwlich-Manchestar route, despite all the doow and gloom forecasts,
Kovertheless our recent activities have again kept cor name in the
forefront of main-line activity here in the North-West and hae resulted

im favomrable pablicity for the group, as well as several new members.

Anyhow, before thie f{seue becomes mothing more thsn the editorial
itgelf, T ghall make way for scme of the other contributors and finleh

by sayineg that T hope you enjoy reading this fssue.
* * khkkkh khdkdkdh %* *

Committee Matters. J. House.

The committee continuer to meet at the "Lion and Raflway' in Northefch
in time-honcured fashion: seriouns chat for am hour or so, than we start
glagring each other's favocurite locofraflway amid an ever-increasing knot

of members whe come along for a chat and a pint,.

Since July the mafin {teme of buginess discuesed have been the servicing
of the INTF '"Coal Tamk' both on fte soothbound run in Septembar and on its

retarn trip the following month. In the evert the Dinting Railway Centre

crew proved difficult to get alomg with and resented our presence to the
extent that they arranged for the Fire Brieades to attend at Worthwich con
their retorn visit. We, however, won the day buot not without acwe engry
worde being wemted by both parties. Apparently Dintimg have since made a

donation to the Fire Brigade towards the cost of their abort{ve call-omt.

The other mafn ftem of discussion concerned the resignation of our
magazine editor Brian Boardman due to pressure of work and comm{tments at
hom=e, Mike Lenz has, once again, taken over as editor, Thie 18, however,

s suftable point at whick to reguest the need for wolumteers to Joln the
committes to 111 the following poste; Treasurer; Public Relatione Mfficer
and Fixtures Offficer, the latter az a result of Bob Meredith wisghing to
stand down at the A.0.M, owing to his change of work preventing him from

attending committee meetinge on a repular bagle, So pleage = help!

Financeg have alsc been digcussed, these are stable at present but
not gufficiently Wigh emnoungh to prove comfortable, howewer, the Christmas
Draw and the sale of the equipment from the coach should conslderably
improve the gituation,. Salee and contributfons at meetings have been
encoaraging wilth the result that mogt weetinge are gelf-financing and

mepbership subecriptione can be put towarde the cost of the magazine.

At the time of writing (3rd November) arrangerments are being made
for gervicing locomotive 6201 Princess Flizabeth at Worthwich during
the night of the 14th/15th November. all of a sudden steam-pervicing
hag become fashiomable once more. Wevertheless, it is gratifying to
know that we can survive as a group despite having had mo steam vigitore
for almogt two ¥Years, Clearly there 15 a hardecore aof 60 or go real
enthusiaste here who enjoy meeting as we have done snd we ghall, as
a committes, endeavonr to fmprove this aspect of the groope activities
ag well as cortinuing to provide & good quality quarterly wagazine, at

the szme time keeping our fingere croseed for further steam vigits.




THE SOUTHERN'S ACE TRAIN.
By M. Lenz.

(ma might think that T am refering, in the above title, to one of the
Southern Railweye many Fullman traine euach ae the Devonm Belle, Bourneecutir
Belle or Brighton Belle pervices. Alas, the train to which the title refers
wag never a Pullman service but it was, neverthelees, well kmcwn for the
mamber of through partions, for when runningasa elngle train outalde
the peak gurmer seasch 1t offered fhrough services to more destinations
than any other express service im Britain. That trailn wae, cof couree,; the
"Atlantie Coast Expresg! from Waterloo to destimatioms such as Seaton,
Sidmouth, Fxmouth, Exeter, Tlfracosbe, Torringtom, Plymcuth, Bude,
Wadebridge and Padatow, The initiale of 1ite title leading to 1t often

being known ms the YACE! amongst raflway staff and the general public.

Back in the daye of the Londom and South Western raflway there had,
for manyY ¥ears, been a service departing Waterloo arcund 1llam for the
Wegt of England tut it was mot until after the grouping that the esrvice
wag named, the Southern Railway introducing the title in 1526, The title
cane about ae the regult of a competition 4n the 'Scuthern Failway
Magazine' and the title wag suggested by four of the emtrants of which
Guard F. RHowlandeom of Waterloo submitted the firet of the winning entries,
claiming the thres guinea (£3,15) first prize whilst the runners-up all

received '"King Arthur' locomotive paperweights.

Opto 1939 the train was schedulad to leave Waterloo at llam with ite
firat stop being made at Saliegbury at 12,26pm, where water wae taken
and, on the 1939 schedule, the rear coach for Seaton wag detached and
went forward with a stoprping train st 12,3%8pm. The mafn train left at
12.3kpm and ran non-stop to Sidmouth Junctlion where the Sidmwouth and
Exmouth eoaches were taken off, The express left Sidmouth Junctiocm at
1,5%pm and arrived at Exeter Central at 2,12pm where & general break-up

of the traim occurred, with the restsurant coaches being detached frem
i

the rear and the remalmder of the traln being split imto two portfonms,
one portion departing at 2.18pe for Tlfracombe and Torrington, thie
portion splitting for fts final destinations at Barnataple Junction
with arriwal in Ylfracombe at 4.06pm and Torringten at %.58pm. The

other portiom of the trein departed Exeter at Z.2%pm for Ckehampton,
often with o three-coach corrider set added to the Waterloo-Plymouth
¢coach, On arrival at Okehampton the Padstow and Bude coaches were
detached for their rum over the Werth Coraowall lines, thege coaches
splitting at Halwill Junetion for thefr final destinatfons with arrival
st Bode st L.Z9pm and at Padstow at 5.3%pm, some 259.7 miles from
Waterloo, having complated the longest datfly through run om Sonthern
metals, The remaining portion that left Okehampton for Plymouth arrived
at Friary statlon at 4.1%pm. An Interesting feature of the working of the
Plymouth peortioms of the Sonthern traime was thet twice in succesefon
they could meet the Oreat Westerm exprecses from Paddingtom te Flymouth
whilet travelliag Im the opposlte direction! Thie unusual event tsaking
place at Exeter S5t. Davlds station and again at Flymouth North Road
gtation, During the peak geasom In the summer monthe the trais ram in
two separate portions from Waterloo with the train for Ilfracomhbe,
Torrington, Bude and Padstow departing at 10.%5am and the traim for
Stdmouth, Exmouth and Plymouth leaving at llam. However, on Saturdays,
the traine branched out imto mo less than sight cowplete regtaurant car
trains leaving between 10,24am and 12,05pm made up as follows; 10,24 and
10.35am to Tlfraccmbe, 10.40am to Padstow, 10,54a= to Bude, 1lam to
Flyeouth, 1l.45am to Sidmouth and Exmeuth, I12ncon to Exeter, and 12,0%pm
to Salisbury and all statlione onwarde from Axminster, with similar traine

running in the opposite direction.

In the summer of 1952 the service was speedéd up with the down trainm
6til1]1 leaving ¥Waterloo at 1lam with arrival im Exetar at 2.06pm, Bude at

Le2lpm and Fadetow at 5.21pm. Tn the rewerse direction all gtope betecen



Stdmovth Junction and Salisgbury were cut cut regultine im an earlier
arrival time at Waterloo. With the imtroduction of the Bullefd Pacirfics
to the service some amazing schedules were run and there were no services
anywhere in Britair tec compare with those run over the gecticn free
Salisbury to Sideowth with gaing continually belng made on the scheduled
times by these Impresslve locomotives. The final tiwminge from Waterloo

to Exeter coming down to 2hr 5Smin, the fastest ever, with the up train

taking 2hr S58ein for the rom from Exeter,

However, by thie time, the *Atlantic Coast Exprees' wae rapldly nearing
the end of 1te long and distinguished career. The warious through coaches
were withdrawn,; one by one, until all that remained were the Tlfracomhbe
and Plymouth porticome and the Exeter restaurant cars, Inm 1964 the whole
of the former Southern lines west of Salisbury were taken over by the
Western Reglon and the Bulleid Pacifics were replaced by "Warghip' diesel-
hydraulie locos. although the expresses continued to rum hetween Waterloo
and Exeter they aiquired further etops In their schedules, whilet the
services beyond Exeter became merely local ones and even these were Boon
to disappear as large sectione of the former LSWRE linee were closed. The
Western Reglon ran eerviceg to Okehampton, Barnstaple and Tlfracombe,
although the only through service to Tlfracombe wae to and from Paddington,
and even thieg was lost when the Barmetaple to Tlfracombe line wag clceed
and replaced by a buve mervice, Okehampton almo loet {te passenger mervice
though the line remains open to Meldom Quarry for stone traing, and at
the present time 2nly Barnstaple retaine a passenger service. The line
from Meldon round to Plymouth has beer lifted ag far as Bere Aleton
whilst the remainder is mow used purely as a branch lime to serve Caletock
and Gunniglake In Cormwall, 50 the 'Atlantlic Ccas®t Express' Is no more,
nevertheless T shall treasure the remories T have of geeing a West Country
Pacific with the Padstow coaches croesing the mafin rosd at Wadebridge on

the last few miles of {tg journey those wany summers a8g0.

Letters to The Editor

Sir,

Let me firet say how sorry T am to eece the departure from the comeittee
of Magazine Fditor Briawm Boardeman,; with whom T have had occasgion to liase
quite clogely over the lagt 12 monthe regarding ftexs for the magazine,
Brian has quite obyicusly had problems with production of cur journal,
none mare sn that 1te erratlie appearance and mnom-awvailability for long
pericde after scheduled distributicn datee, However, when finally produced,
the magazine has of late provided a very substantisl amcunt of both ness
and feabture article content, sbly supported in Brian's firet two iesues
by his own ontstanding photographic work. Let us mot forget that he wae
prepared to take the cnerous task of editorship upon himself at a time when
1t locked likely that the magazine would pass out of existance altogether,
Thoee who are ready to eriticise him wonld do well to ask themeelwes 1T
they could have done better, and 1f s0, why then did they not offer their
own servicas in thie field? The eame could aleoc be eaid of John Little,
anothar committee departure of late which hae caused me much regret,

John'e eager desire to relate hle early experiences in and around Birkenhead
and general friendly attitude will be micsed by me at least,

Having said thie, T am sure that both individuals mentioned above may
have "boxed themeelves into a corner" from which there was only one realistic
egcape, l.e. remignation, T, personally, was abeent from many Association
activities during the first half of 1986 due to health probvlems and other
peracnal commitments, but 1t 1s apparent tc me since "returning to the fold"
that there hae been a deterioration in the club'e affaire, especially so in
the field of pereonul relationships between waricus individuals within the
Association; and between cther individusle and the group at large. No wore
apparent is thias than within the columne of the '8E Magazine' number 21,

Mr. Boardman's final offering, There is much persgcnal snlping contained
therein, with vitriolic comments appearing thick and faet on gome pages, in
answer to galvces firet fired in fgsue mumber 20, T have sleoc moticed that
at recent general meetings and aleo In private conversatlons with certatin
Individuale later, the tide of cheap personal criticism, both averheard and
reported, 1s rising considerably. T have been g member of a number of
gocieties which have wltimately paseed into oblivfion me a result of pereonal
Yendetlag getting oot of hand. Feaders may think T ar over-reacting (it beine
fair to say that thie {& not yet am overt tremd) bmt T hope those for whom
the foregoing may have some concerm will opem their eyee and seer the direc-
tion in which they are leading., Thie 1s mot to say that we ghould not be
able to offer criticiem, but constructive debate 1g mnot the same as destruc-
tive personality bashing. T wewld suggest the following points are borne in



mind by all members:=

1) Tf you are golng to feeue a eritique, endeawour to make this factuasl,
regponeible, and oppoelte to the lmmediate matter{s) Im guestion,

2} In responding to criticism, even {if yoo feel the original eriticiem
to be unfair, reply In a falr-minded and factwal manner yoursgelf,
concentrating on the fesuer and mot the personalities, Tn this way
your own case can cnly be stremgthened,

%) Try to accept that mot all 8E members are (or ghould be) of wour cwn
particular persuasion. The groop ie formed of a very wide mspecirum
of rall enthusiast intereste, which surely should be {tg etrength
and not a cavse for factiomal divieiome. Class 52 fans with 1{ttle
more than an "Inetamatic" are just as entitled to a hearing as are
buelinese men who can afford to chase steam locor around the country
with thelr numeroue SLE cameéracs.

4) Those who do the moet physical work shounld continue to pet any rewardes
which may be on offer from time to time, The group at large wust
eccapt thie fact withowut questicn, Nevertheless, thome who 4o get
more involwved on the working side have no right to regasrd the rest ae
"gecond clase membere" just because they will mct [(oftem cannot)
become more involwed,

5) Any persom with a gemuine grievance aboot the club's directicn at
large, or with the attitude and conduct of a member In particular,
ehonld come alomg to discuse the fssvel(e) at o cormittee meeting.
Theee have alwa¥s been, and will continue to be, open to everyome,
There is no rocm for secrecy in the Assccfation.

Finally, we must all give our new (resurrected?} editor, Mike Lenz,
every posgible support teo make hies task as easy as possible; so that, once
more, the 'BE Magazine' can be a force which nnites ue nll and which can
thereby show to others that, in harmony, this group carm continne toc be a
force In the preservation and emthusliaet movement at large., With the prospect
of a minor resurgance in steam running imtc Nerthwich thie 1s nov more
Important than ever. With the best interests of the Assccfation at heart,

T remain,
youre sincerely,
Alan R, Ashurst,.

EDIT(R'S MOTE:
Although the above letter ie somewhat long; I felt justiffed In putting

it ints print as the comments made therein deserve the attention of all the

membership, and will, T hope, clear the gituation once and for all,

EXPRESS PUZZLE

Sclwe the following clues in the box on page 10. The solution to each
tloe fg the mame of a steam locomotive,. When all the clues have been |
golved, the name of a further famous steam locomotive will be revealed.
Ag a further clue, the soluticne compriege of 4 *Castles', 2 "Battle of
Britaine', 1 'Patriot', 2 FBritanniae', 2 'A38', 1 'Schoolst, 1 'B17Y,

1 "Jubilee', 1 '"Muchese' and 1 "Merchant Navy',

CLUES;:

1) Feoul play mother, show us the Leira nobleman.

2) Devine amphibious rodent's stream 16 a newspaper king.

%) Ts the Regiment a collectfzn of monarchial reservoire?

4) Chage 100 drinks round Landore to find the author.

5) King's son hag a royal privilege,

6) Loae Harry and Matt ir Rorwich and find a menewear trading fleet?

7) As Linda falle acrth in Kingmoor, cshe sees a celebration at war,

81 Dairy produet cheee plece?

9) The Queents pound or herself?

10) will mot erunch his Prime Minieter.

11} Ernest mway hit 100 free of charge, and find a place at the end of
ite vescel'rs waterway.

12) Maeter Ben and T etew in Bletchley looking for the Monk's home's
weeterly church.

1%3) Terrible hot disease In the Easi, caused by satanic Bob,

14) Kew wooden right leg, reveale the Welsh Chieltain,

15%) 15 the stralt parcel a Mall Beat to France?

The golution will appear in the Spring 1987 is=sue.
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Member’s Briefing. A.R. Ashurst.

With the imtrodection of 'Sprinter' unite to the Huell-Chester service
1t looke probable that mass withdrawale of Class 45 'Feak' locomotives
will commence at the same time. These FR/Sulzer Type & machines have
been & regular feature of Trane-Fennine traffic over the last 25 yeare,
and Warringtcn members are hoping to organise a farewell bash next May,
at least as far as Stalybridee (Dot's Bar: Ruddles County!l}, to see
theee machines cut in style, especially ae they are great favourites
with many of the Warrington contingent, myself included. Class 475 will
work the Liverpool-Newcastle services from mext May.

. s . . . . . .
(Continued onm Page 19)
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(Membar's Briefing continued)

{n the steam front one operation which Iooks eet falr for regular
repeats 1g the Somthport-Wigan/Manchesier service, begun ir 1985 with
"Plack 5' 44922 and repeated in extended form with '"Holhapur'! during
September thie yesr. T am assured by former colleaguee now with the
P.5,M. Merseyefde organfication that there has been much gatiefaction
with these operations and possibilities are already under review for
1687, Tf omly a Southport-Chester wia Manchester operation could be
run,; then there would be more regular servicing work for the Apsceiation.

* . . . - . B "

Clase 37s now lock likely tc appear on T.C.T, workinge in the
Naorthwich area, the experiment with re-numbered Clase 20/% locoe having
come te an unsuccessful end. Since demice of Clace L0/25 locce on the
"hoppers'y Class 20 and Claes 47 locor have been used but the former
are perhaps not Ideal Cor these heary traing and BR are anxicus nct to
tie down the wore generally upeful Clase 47 to these woerkings. Thuo
re-geared (re-furbiched/re-numbered/re-born!) English Flectriec Type 3
lacoe may well be appearieg sccn. The type have, so far, been quite rare
visitore to Cheshire Lines metals,.

L] L] w ] - a " -

¥e return to Northwich to finish with detailes on the '8E' ghed efte,
Moves were made by cureelveg for lirited use of number one road for
the recent stear servicing activity bot we rere informed that the HR
Froperty Board were close to completing a deal for the sale of the sfte
for ra-developement and, as a result; no movements on or off the ghed
would be permitted. Of couree, Iin the wnlikely event of the ssle falling
threagh,; the situation may be wp for review, but it certainly locks ae
though the fun we had "om shed" will have to live on in our memories
only: a mad note on which to end, hut let us be grateful for those past,
happy daye and hope that we can develop alternative working arrangesents

for handling steam elegewhere at Northwich ss succezsfully as we have drne

at 'BE' ghead in pravious years,

- L] L ] L] L] L] * -
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MEMBERSHIP RATES

The followlng are the current rates of membership;
Ordinary - £5,70 Junior/0AF - EI,.00
Family - £7.00 Life - E£E70,00
Further details can be obtaimed from the Membtership Secretary at the
following address; 10 LOWLAND W®aY,
ENUTSFORD,
CHEEHIPE,

WALE GAG.

In the Spring 1987 issue;

There will be an article on the 'Fines Exprees', the return of the
'Railway Crossinge* feature, and hopefully some new iteme as well as
the regular Committee Matters, Pareing Scenes of Britieh Railwavys and
Membere Briefing features. (The more articles ¥ou send me, the greater

the wvariety im the mag! - Ed,)

INFORMAL MEETINGS.

Fancy & pint (or two!) and a matter? Then come and join ue in the
Lion and Rafilway Hotel every Tuesday evening (except secomd Tuesday)
when ¥ou will find a group of 1ike minded individuals enjoving the
same atmosgphere, Easy wc [imd ae It 1e mcross the road from Worthwich

station and meetings ctart arcund Spm.

A PROEFE NOSE, CLASS 37 STYLE! (PHDTO OF FEAR COVER.)

A shot of accident damaged Claeps 37 number I7072 at the rear of
Gateghead Depot, taken during the fNorthuzbrfan IT' tour im 1G85,
There 1s no truth in the rumour that the engine sustained this damage
during our vigit when the tour lesder mccidently bumped against 1t!

(Fhoto - M, Lenz.)
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BARRY FINALE

Twe views showing examples of ex-Southerm, ex-Oreat Western and BR Standard

ineoe still at Barry in Angust 1985. (Photos - M. Lenz.)




