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The Editor,

"Tha BE Magazinae",
2 Manor Drive,
Fudheath,
KORTHHICH,
Cheeghire,

CW9 THH.

THE 8F MAGAZTNE.

No, 15, Autumn 1984,

EDTTORTAL,

Thia issue sees the start of my third ¥Year ag editor of this magazine,
and T would 1ike to think that members approve of the way im which the
format has changed over the last two years. As you will have already
noticed this issue ie the firet to feature a coloured cover photo, albeit
a peparate photo affixed to the cover as opposed to the black and whita
photo of the summer tpeue, which was printed into the esard. The cost of
having a similar cover in colour 15, at preasent, outeifde the scope of
Aosociation funde, and the method used for this isewe 15 only a fraction
of the gost, in fact, little more than the black and white cover of the
previous fssue,.

One other pleasing aspect to report is tho number of contributions
that T am now recelving, and T only hope that this can be maintained
for the future so that members can continue to recelve a quality public-
atfon which T think will at least be of equal to eome of those published

by more sstablished preservation groups,

COMMTTTER MATTERS. By M. Lenz,

There has only been two committes meetings eince my last report, at
the first of which only a few matters were discussed, The seccnd mecting
at the beginning of September covered a number of topics. Our Treasurer,
Clive Barrow, expressed his wish to resign hie position due to other
commitments and so John Little hae kindly offered to take over as our
Treasurer, whilet vacating his position as Public Relaticns Officer, for

which a replacement 1s now sought, Other toples discussed included our

COVER PICTURE: 5,R, b=£=0 nomber B50 Lord Welson on shed at Northwich,

Bth October 1983, (Photo - M, Lenz.)




future programme of tours,; the restoration work om the coach, the
gervicing of locos at Cheeter later in the month and finally, our
recent invitation to attend the Mid-Cherhire Hodel Raflway Scclety
Open Days In late October, although this latter 1tem will be more

fully diecussed at our Qctober eommittee meeting,

MEMBEREHIP NEWS. By N.D. Lightbown.

At the start of ecur fourth year renewals seemed to have slowed down
quite a blt with only 28 out of 47 received at the time of writing,
thua our present membership total 4is 68, but hopefully mow the new
season of meetings has started we may recrult some new members in the

very near. future,

'RED DEVILS®T FOR A DAY, By F. Mullee,

My story started in the middle of last summer after a emall cersmony
at Steamtown, Carnforth-at which engine number 4472 Flying Scoteman was
adopted by the Parachute Regiment. Little did T, or anybedy elee, realisge
Just what 1t would eventually lead up to, The perscn who thought up the
1dea was Lt. Col, Edward QGardaner whao, 1n.a short time, T was goilng to
get to know very well.

The next time we met T was preparing 4472 for working the "Palitoy
Exprese' and T was Iinstructed to take him along and make sure he had
a good time, Now thie fellow 1s Just erazy about steam, especlally when
It comes in the shape of an A3 Facifiec, and he was put in Uncle Oe=orge's
worde, "under my command" for the day, a Lt. Col. T ask yau! So in gcood
8E tradition I put him to work on wheels and frames, ha, ha, (something
for which T wasa to pay later). Anyway off we went light engine Carnforth
to Leeds, where upon arrival our train had just arrived behind an irmac-
ulate D200; and what a sight 1t made with fourteen bogles on, COff we
went right away Carlisle, and eoon the weather turned foul, although 1t

was sunny on‘arrival at Garsdale for the water stop, On arrival at

Carlisle we had both beem out of cur beds since about 5,00am and we wers
ehattersd, We plcked op our fresh crew and proceeded to Upperby Shed to
clean the fire, ofl round and replemish the tender for the return trip.

Wa left Upperby light engine with myself on the footplate and the Lt., Cal,
in the corridor tender and mbout fifteen minutes out our footplate inepector,
Ronnle Gerarrd, (now there's a character for you) locke down the corridor
and then calls to me to ask who 1s the guy aaleep In there., When T paid
that that 18 the Colonel he then sald to get him up here onto the footplate
and then for the next few houre proceeded to refight World War 2, At
Skipton we changed erews and the Carnforth crew toock aver for the last leg
back to Steamtown, whers we arrived about 10.30pm, and leaving the loce

in capable hande legged 1t to the Queen's Hotel, where T stopped until

the early hours. That then was my first meeting with the Lt. Cal,

My next meeting was the fatal one; 4472 wam on a ten day tour of
Scotland, and on arrival at Fastflield MPD T was grested by, you guessed
it, Lt. Col, Gardaner! He said that he had made all the arrangesents and
that we were to be entertainesd that night in the Officer's Mess at
Yorkhill Barracke. We were collected by a staff car and taken to the
barracks where free booze was to be had all night. That ie where T pald
for the 'wheels and frames' bit. The @olonel suggeated we all do a
parachute drop, (we all replied yes) T mean who could refuse when your
all ateaming on free booze, surrcunded by all those officeras and their
wivee? For the next ten days T heard nothing else but our agreeing to do
this jump, mostly from a certain bus driver who takes the 8E to a 1fttla:
buffet in Stalybridgey once in a while. Nothing more was heard about 1t
for six months until a letter arrived from Aldershot with fretructions
te report on the 19th of May for a days Parachute Training prior to the
actual jump on the 20th, Straight away the others started to opt out,
eventually leaving just myself, However, Peter Scholes who had recently
talkem up the Assistant Manager's position at Steamtown, made the mistaks

of putting a Firet Parachute Jump Certificate on the wall behind his




deek, g0 he did not need much talking inte Jjumping alcng with me. My
next victim was Mieck Gibeon, off 850 Lord Nelsom, who 1s-Junt- plain erazy
and will do almost anything for a kick, So the stage waes set and we all
laft Warrinmgton in the Steamtown Van and headed for Aldershot, where
accomodation ;aﬁ to be provided by the Colonel.

We commenced our training at 8.%30am on the Saturday and by the time
¥e flnished at 5.%0pm we were all well and truly worn cut, We spent the
evening with the Colonel and his wife and their dog at the local pub.

Next morning T awcke at 5.00am to find the start of what looked a beantiful
day, and thought to myself what the hell was T doing there, when in a few
houra time T might be walking round with my legs sticking through my
shoulder blades. My heart then started doing impersonations of a three
¢ylinder Gresley Pacific ao with that T shut my eyes and went bhack to
glesp. At 7.%0am in walked the Colonel with a cup of tea, and he tells

me that breakfast will be ready at 8.00am.

Aldershot 9.00am. Every smuecle 1n my body waes aching when out blasted
the order, "3print round the parade ground, last one back does ten press-
upa." Anyway T aurtired_that, and some more training before setting off
to the airfleld, On arrival It was on with our "Red Devil' eults,; one
final check, and then intec the aircraft, We climbed to a height of 1000
metres above Aldershot,; levelled cut and when the signal Preddy' was glven
that was the elgn for us to move to the door, 'Cut! came the aignal for
the pilot to cut hie englnes and éhen we were watching for the green
1ight. 'Light On' the next thing T knew T wae locking at the bottom of the
airnraf} and then the chute opened and as T locked around I'm sure T could
see our houee. Then I locked down and there was thls tiny green fleld with
a cross In it directly Uelow me, and which T was meant to afm for. Aes it

turned out I nearly landed down the lens of the Colonel's camera. I pleoked

myself up and watched the other two land and as they walked over to me they

shouted "Fantaestlic, shall we do 1t again? T will leave you to work out

vhat my reply was!
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LEFTERS TO THE EDITOR,

Having last night recelved my copy of issue number 14, T must say how
pleaged T am with the new style of publication, which is becoming ever
mare professiocnal im i{ts compilation and presentation, Indeed, for a
Eroup of under 100 members, our magazine now puta to shame many of thoee
produced by larger and more ambitious groups. The glossy photographs and
the articles by J. Little, J. Houze and fellow Warringtonian Geoff Smith
all provided much interest and entertainment,

Perhaps T could be permitted to comment further on Geaff Smith'e well

detailed article esince time has overtaken his account in a courple af



inetances, o perhape I can bring the atory up to date,

Having lived adjacent to the Greenhall's/Ferrous/Lion/Power Station/
M,5.C. 0o, group of lines eince early childhood, T have followed thelr
fortunee closely along with that of the nearby (but now threaten&d]
Arpley-Skelton Jn-5tockport main line to which thees various industrial
routee connected at Wilderspool Bridge (Level Croseing until 1957). One
by ohe these industrial operations fell out of uee, leaving the truncated
remaina of the Greenhall's Branch to serve Ferrous Light Castings foundry
and Lion Emulgiome (now trading as "Colas" Bitumen). Sadly Ferrous fell
victim to the receselon and ceased trading in June 1983, Tp until this
time one 16 ton mineral wagen was brought to the eite two or three times
a month by an O8 shunter from Arpley Meadowas Marshalling Yard, wlth the
loco returning for the empty wagon & few days later. The works is now
derselict and during the last few veeke the track has boen 1ifted from
the buffer stops back to Lousher's Lane Road Bridge, although 1t remains
in situ acroes Latchford Meadows to the Junction with the short spur to
the 'Colas* plant. Although this worke stlll operates, rail-barne traffie
appears to have ceased as the raile, whilet still in place, are now well
rusted over and in fact what appears to be a permanent fence has been
erected across the tracks as they enter the works complex.

On the mearby site of the former 9 road Power Station Marshalling Yard,
where long rakes of coke wagons were previously shunted, all tracke have
been 1ifted and the area is now a wasteland, The only section of this
complex gtill in use 1eg the two road access line to these varicus concerns,
which runs from the ordiginal junction by Wilderspool Bridge, esoutheastwarde
to the rear of Warringtom High School (now Prieatley College), and which
praviously formed part of the M.5.C. Co. main llne to Latchford Locke,
Irlam and Manchester. The formation fs actually that of the ocriginal
Warrington and Stockport Rly. opened in November 1853 but replaced in
1895 by the new alignment needed to carry the line up and over the
ship canal upon its cpening. This remaining third of a mile or so of

(Continued on page 9)

RORTHWICH SHED - MONUMENT TO AN AGE OF STEAM,

Above: A desoclate shed, L/9/84, Below: The discomnected fuel tanke awalt

their fate on the former coaling stage site, 4/9/84. (Photos = M, Lenz.)




PANNIER RESTCRATION - BE STYLE!

BE members Nigel Lightbown and Chrie Gallon seen working on 57XY Pannler

Tank number 7754 at Llangallen, 18/8/8L. (Photos = M. Lenz.)

{Continued from page 6)

line acts ag a run-roond loop for MOR coasl traffic to Fidler's Ferry
Fower Station end for general merchandise to/from Arpley Marshalling
Yard, Indeed, this remaining length (now known as 'Latchford ﬂld‘Sidins’?
i6 probably bosler than ever before and some relaying with goncrete ;
sleepers has taken place. Large lacos of classes KO, 45, &% and 56

vigit thie section each dey, whence in previcus years the largest I ever
eaw regularly were ex-LMS 'Jinty' amnd '4F' O-6-08, although occasionally
a "Mlckey" (Plack Five) or Black 8 (Stanler 8F) would appear. Whilet T
cannot comnfirm the story, it wae reported to me that on one occasion in
the early days of B.R. a "Royal Scot' did in fact get agp far as Latchford
Locks! The short remaining stub would appear to have a secure future for
a few ysars, ag it would ‘seem 1t will still be required for run-round
moves even when the main Arpley-Skelton Jn. route closes next year,
However in the longer term 1t must ﬁa unlikaly that the facility will
purvive, as it will then be the only remaining portfon of 1line on the
south bank of the Mersey with access vla the "Tron Bridge"™ near the

gite of Arpley Statiom. This bridge is now showing advance stages of
decay and surély B,R, will not be willing to carry on maintenance for
any longer than absolutely neceasary.

Perhaps the sletch map overleaf will show those unfamiliar with the
dietrict what remalns today of the various lines and routes described
above, The area is well worth a vielt, sccess being easy 4t many places,
and good photographiec vantage points of the Arpley-Skelton Jn, line are
available at Latchford Meadows, Latchford Station/3ignal Box ete..
Howaver you will need to come quickly if you intend to capture meving
tralns on fllm In this area, as scon they will all be merely a fading
memory! Such Is 1life.

A.R. Ashurst,
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BOOK MEWS,

A recent publlicatlon from Atlantic Books in thelr Colour of Steam
geries, namely Volume 2, The Somerset & Dorset Line by R.C. Riley, can
be recommended for ite excellent colour photos and informative captions.
with a price teag of £2,50 thie book 1s very good value for money.
Another excellent baok featuring all colour photos is London Midland
Steam in Colour by Hugh Ballantyne, priced at £5.%95 from Jane's Railway
Fublighing Co. 4lsc from Jane's, and of Interest to fans of English
Electric locombtives, are Rall Pertfolio 1; The 40s by Murray Broen and
Fall Portfolio 2: The S0z by Ken Harris. Both are priced at £3.95 and
feature some excellent colour photographs.

Some forthecoming titles from Tam Allan include Sectional Maps of

Britains Ratlways 1984, Southern Country Stations 1: London & South

10

Western Railway by R. Antell at £6,95. Also due out shortly is the
naxt In the Fleet Survey series; Volume 7: Tlesel Shunters. Ome other
title which might be of interest to members is On the North and West
Route by C.R.L. Coles at £6,95, dealing with the Welsh Marches route
from Chester to Newport and featuring a cowWer photo of LMS '§7 S000

complete with 8E shedplate.

FUTURE MEETINGS.

Tuesday 13th November, Slide Presentation by 8E members Len Clarke and
Peter Dixon.

Tuesday 11th December. A,0.M. and member's evening.

A1l the above take place at the Lostock Alkall Sccisl Club, off Manchester

Road, Worthwich, commencing at 8.00pm prompt.

Although it 1s not yet poesible to glve the programme for the new. year,

nevertheless we have confirmed the following speakera for two of the

neetings; Michael Draper from the Severnm Valley Rallway and David Moselex

from the Natlonal Railway Museum, Other possible candidates for next year

include the Westoern Locomotive Asscelation, G000 Locomotive Ammociation

{T havd to cater for all tastes, Al! = Ed}, Somerset & Dorset Raflway

Trust, Brian Dobbs ete.. The full programme of meetinge through to July

will appear in the Winter issue of the magazine.

THE LURE OF THE SCRAPYARDS, PART 4, By A.R, Ashurst,

Our last inetallment brought ue wp to the end of steam on B.R. in
Auguet 1968, after which T did not expect to be visiting collections of
condemned British Reilways locomotives ever again., A epell of indifferent
health plus the lack of main line steam sctivity led my interest in steas
to wane somewhat; although contact with eventz was maintained vias the
rallway press. Through thies cause a growing awarenese of the rum down
of the WR diesel-hydraulic fleet during 1969/70 (more of this 1:: a later

iseue)came about, very reminiscent of what had been happening 3 or 4

11



¥eare earlier with stesm In the North-West, At the came time the pres-
ervation bandwagon wae beginming to roll and, with the absence of steam
locos to purchase out of B,R. maln line-service, alternative sources
were being pursued and of these sources, one was dominant above all
the others, namely Woodham Brothers Scrapyard at Barry, South Wales.

I think my first knowledge of Barry came when the EKeighley and Worhh
Valley Rallway, of which I was a member, made known its intention to
rescue ex-IM5 4F O-6-0 number 43924 from the yard, the first rescue
attempt of ite type. Photographe appeared in "Push & Pull" {The K & ¥V
Magazine) of 43924 surrounded by some of ite 200-plus stablemates. The
general rallway prees picked up the story and soon other groups began
to start funde for purchase of lacos from this eocurce, What wes immed-
lately apparent war the wealth of Westerm and Scuthern reglon typas
g6t111 extant at Barry, very few of which T had seen in service in years
previous. The appeal to save §3924 was successful in late 1968 but it.
rés being eald even then that the machine had been smatched away from
the cutter's torch at the eleventh hour and that the scrapping of the
remaining loeos in the yarde, suspended for some years whilel more
lucrative wagon-cutting was in progress, was about to recommense in
sarnest. The die was east: as soon as health permitted, a visit to
Woodhame must be made to get these last ever steam 'cops' before it was
too late. The opportunity came In September 1971, when a trip ta South
Walee was arranged with my uncle during a period of convalescence, The
day was almost ruined as, on the outward journey, 'Hymek' type 3 DYOTT
which was In charge of our Crewe to Cardiff train, expired on Llanvihangel
Bank and 2} hours delay was encountered before an Fnglish Electric Type
% was found to take us onwards, There was barely encugh time to get to
Barry Docke after thle eventful journey (T might add that this was the
only late running trip T ever had behind a "hydraulie",) but having got
as far ae Cardiff I just could not have returned home with an empty

notebook after being so near, The local MU wae duly caught and an intense

1z

feeling of anticipation began to mount as each station passed by,
Apprehension began to be Felt, as iﬁ the old shed-bashing daye of the
mid-gixties: Would T be able to gain admisston? Would T have sufficgent
time to get round the yards anyway? And what if cutting had recommenced
and those sought after Castles, Halleand Merchant Navy Pacifice had been
reduced to just so much scrap metal anyway? T soon found the last question
was easlly answered, Rounding the curves from Cadoxton and through Barry
Docks brought elghts of 1ime upon line of loccs in the so-called "top"
yard (the amaller of the two) = rusting ranks of Prailriee, 81%s, Collett/
Churchward 28XX and 38XX and, rarest of the rare, ex-Somerset & Dorset
2-8-0 5809, A ewift station call at Barry ftself, then ontoc the Barry
Island terwinua..dﬂstinatiun for many a Butlin's holidaymaker., However,
my eyes were not turned towards the sea but inlamnd as the train drew
into the traditfonal GWR etyle terminus, Below us as far as the eye could
see stretched the largest :ull&ctinﬁ of eteam locos which T have ever seen
In cne place at any given time. After descending from the train T stood
for a brief moment and surveyed the scone: it all geewed Bo unrreal after
three steamless years and yet this was no ifllusion, Obviously the threat
of renewed cutting-up was s8till no more than a rumour (1ittle dfd relknnw
that so it would remain right up to the present day, only four locos
having met their end at Barry im the last 13 years.). Next problem; was
it possible to gain access to the slumbering glants? Leaving the station
and making straight for the aidinge, T found no problem as the yards were
merely am extenslon of the nearby coach park, with ne block on entry inta
the elidings at all. Now only one problem remained, that of time. My
passage up and down the lines of rusting lecos had to be rapld and left
virtually no time for photographs, except the odd hasty snapshot,

What mixed emotions mingled that day: Jjoy at seeing such a wast array
of gteam power, 90% of which were belng viewed for the first ti=e;
gadness at what wae thought to be-their impending fate; annaoyance that .

seemingly little could be dome to save mere than Just a handful; regret
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gt the paesing of an era which would mean my never again being able to
111 notebook page after page with steam "cope'; thankfulness that T
had known juet a 1ittle of the magic of steam during my lifetime; a now
fading magic but, nevertheless, still clinging to these sllent relics
af Britain's industrial heritage. .

Moving on from "bottom" to "top" yards, T finally noted down the last
numbers, and began to trek back through the sidings towards Barry Station.
T had logged 201 steam locos and 2 dlesels (DE0OL and DE122) in the yards.
Tnbelievably, almost 150 of these eame machines have since been sacured
for preservation thanke to Dai Woodham's continued reluoctance to commence
breaking up his remaining locoe. The preservation movement owes ihu
WoocdHame group an immense debt, as without them our private rallwarye
today would ba wvary much the poorer. However, many think the time has
now come for Dal to put his torch to the remaining locos, arguing that
the cost in finance and time to restore and support the rebuilding of the
remainder will never be avallable, considering their almost 20 year stay
at Barry and now woebegone state, Yot who can say what miracles coold still
be worked, bearing in mind what has been achieved already? And 1f mot 1in
a steamable condition, perhape statle cosmetie preservation would be
preferable to oblivicn, Although my head repeatedly quotes the imposeible
economice of Barry rescues, my heart secretly leaps every time T read of
ancther sucessful purchase from the yard, even if it 1s wyet another 28%X
or "Bulleld".

I have been back to Barry since, although the vigites have been somewhat
of an antl-climax after my first one. But more than that, my firet Barry
vigit made me realise that there were other thinge disappearing from the
railway scene as well ag steam locos, and that much of intersst in railway
operaticne remained to be geen and recorded before 1t too passed into
higtory. And thus a mild interest in diesel types, especlally those of
the Western Reglon, began to develop-along more sericus lines, Tn the
next article in this series T will describe pome of my visite to witness

the end of many of these diesel types as they tco passed into history.

1y

PREFARTNG FOR_ANOTHER 8E TOUR?

What a suspect crew! Mesara, Bennett, Roughsedge, France and Worrall
using thelr magnetic boote to pose om the footplate of 5,R. 4-6-0
number 850 Lord Melson during ites vislt to Northwich 4in Octobar 1983,

{Photo = M, Lenz,)
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BRITTSH RATL PHOTOCALL,

Your editor recemtly spent three dave travellfng over the Cornich
Railwaye netwoerk; experiencing haulage by HST,; Classes 47 and 50 on the
main 1line and the inevitable TMU'=s on the branch linee, although feilure
of the 17.435 MU to Newquay on leaving Par did lead to some Class 37
hanlage on the branch, and in both directicns too! The photograph below,
teken on the Loce branch, contrasts with those opposite which were taken
at the main line terminus of Penzance.

Below: Driver'as wiew whilst awalting departure from Looe with the 1%.20

for Liskeard, 29/8/84. (Photo - M. Lenz,)

Above: Green llveried Clase 50 number 50,007 5ir Edward Elgar awalte ite
next turn of duty in the bay platfors, 30/0/84. Below: 50,022 Anson awaits

departura from the terminus, 31/8/84, (Photoe = M, Lenz.)

17



PASSTNG ESCENES OF BRITISH RATLVAYS.

o

Two phaotographs of the, l1ittle altared, atatfon of St, Erth ir Cornwall,

Junetion for the S5t. Tves branch, 9/8/84, (Phatos - M, Lenz.)
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THE COACH - PROGRESS HEPORT, By M, Lensz,

n checkling through my back leaues of the magazine T found that the
last progress report on the ecach appeared 4n the Winter fssue of last
year, and so T thought it about time that another report should be
forthocoming. So here 1t im.

When we finfshed work for the winter the coach had received m complete
rub down and eoat of undercoat, and had even received a emall amount of
Eloss at the compartment emd, but 1t wae decided to walt until the Spring
before applying any further paint. As it turned out it was early June
before we, once again, commenced our Tuesday night work-ine and we have
continuved to meet regularly each week (except those weeks when it has
been the ordinary meetings) and will continue until soch time am the
woather parmite. Before we conld commence further pailnting, scme more
rubbing down and filling was found neceseary, after which undercoat was
then applied. The frames have alea éaeaired a coat of grey primer prior
to receiving a black topeopat. At the time of writing the firast coat of
glaoss has now been completed and the coach now awaits a further rubbing
down before ite final coat of glose, which will then be finished with a
coat of varnish, The livery will be E.R. Haroon and the coach will carry
the British Railwaye Coaching Stock roundel on 1ts eldes (Scmecne even
suggested putting first, secomd, kitchen, sleeper, guard ate on the
various doors, no names mentioned! - Ed) Tt 1e hoped to have the coach
exterior completely finiehed before the end of the year so that when we
restart in the Spring of next year, work can be concentrated on the
renovation of the Interlier to a more respectable conditiom. Cur working
parties this year have numbered around eight or nine members but new
facee are always welcome and can be agsured of something to do when they
turn up., After all we don't epend all night at the coach, for you canm
work up A good thirst after a couple of hoore rubbing down or paintine,
and the Lion and Railway is only just over the roadl S0 1f you feel I1ike
a bit of work and a good laugh at the same time, with a pint at the end

of 1t, come and Join us,

1%



RATLWAY CROSSINGS NUMBER 10,
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Rumber '7' to the eastern men.

0ld curremcy 1s short, and turned about im a eonfused
year at the shed.

In & form éf Ordu, a 'I-F' becomes a Jub,

Should this SXP be emerald greem 7

Edward shortly turns the Creole hit dnto a 4=4-0.
Gland-packing ecould be called for whean this is heard.
Litersry 'Brit'.

Hothing follows a vote on & pacific.

Track lifter.

There's a scoop here on the Midland,

Midland*s Manchester goods depot.
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c8. S8ignal limb 7

3. Just the tank for the cavalry %

B This shed was here befors the car arrived, apparently.
33, Trana-Atlantiec crewman,

3y, . Apn extinct clames on BE.H.

Dol

I. Do model boilere suffer from this 7

&4 Manchester depat,

3. A 'Fat' should be 3ft. gauge, perhaps 7 (4-2
k. Feel your way to a hidden sub-ghed.

B B-I, burating into mong, perhaps 7

£ You can leed & horee to weter, 1t eeems, at this G.H. shed. {
Ta A depot "living in the past", =aybe ?

10. Reportera tall of hazards ahead. {

11. Primary or secondary, it keeps the firebox glowing.
12. Campanologiete ieland terminue.?

13. The new treines has dificulty finding s shed.

17. Lamp lighter %

I9. Bewildered doormen go eearching for a pacific,.

224 If you btear some confusion, an A-I will appear.

23, Thare's more than one way to skin a firm of loco builders!
25, Thie 18 a mad arrangement on a L=f=0,

26, 8.E.C.R. tunnel.

29, Dean goes to pleces over a L-£-0,

3I. An independent line, initially; later part of the LEY.
2. It's a short traim, but pretty quick.

THE RORTHUMERTAN. BY A.F. Bennett,

The weekend of Jume 23rd/24th marked yet another landmark in the

history of the, by now, notoricus 8E weekend tours, Our destination
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this time wae to be the ndrtheast of England and Worth Yorkshire, Due

to the appreaching holiday season, we were unable to commandeer our
usual S52-peater coach, so we had to settle for self-drive minibuaes:
one an ex-works Toyota, the other, a Ford Traneit well past ite last

shtpping date, and after our help, was probably condemned or stored

unserviceable, Am organiser, T drove the Toyota, with a certain Mr.
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Robert Stansfield ae, supposedly, co-driver (but when asked to drive,
was not in a fit state to take the wheal!) with John Little and Geoff
Smith as driver and eecondman in the Transit tub,

Aftor each doing cur circular tours of Warrington pleking up our
unsuspecting patrone, we met up at Birchwood and proceeded esstwards
along the ME2, John's bus had a magnificent carved wooden headboard
proclaiming "The North Eastern", which 1iterally covered the front half
of the bus, Our bue {containing the more eccentric members of the tour)
sported an "Auntie Jane's Therapeutic Outing" headboard (courtesy of
Pete Sheridan - and with all epelling correct, even therapeutic), Fnr.
the uninitiated, Auntie Jane answered problem-letters in a well known
adult magazine - see Dave Healey for more information,

Our first pert of call was Darlinmgton, where we were shocked to find
Just a single class 37 on the stabling point. Tt was incredible to think
that just a few years ago Darlimgton sported a locomotive works, large
goods yard and locomotlye depot — nmow 1t 18 not even a eigning on point,
Next etop wae Tyne Yard, where we know we would find 1t difficult ta et
round, and despite showing all our permits for other depots (they do not
1ssue pafmita for Tyme Yard) the ignorant object that was supposed to he
in charge told us to'=—— off and leave him in peaca' with the most
delightful of old world charm! (T have had to cersor this conversation
Just a 1ittle, - Ed) We were not to be beaten however, and saw most of
the locos frem an adjacent hill with the ald of binoeculars. From thers
we moved to Oateshead depot where the staff were the exact opposlte to
the international smoothy at Tyne Yard, and we wers courtecusly shown
around the depot. There was not a large number of locos there, a fow
Class 458, 478 and 56s, plus eome condemned shunters, Mind you 1t‘ras
Saturday morning and getting towards the peak aummer timetsble, After
some photo taking we headed north to Bilythe, this being the first time
yours truly had ever visited this establishment. Again there was 1ittle

on shed, but we were welcomed and allewed to roam arcund and tske as

long as we liked, Tt was here that T had my first acecident of the day =
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my trousers fell down whilst T was taking a snapshot of a useful looking
line of class 378. Luckily no one eles had a camera ready at the time,
anlike later in the day when there war obviously a plan afoot to get a
photograph of me in such an embarrassing state, but that comes later!

Turning sonth and heading under the Tyme we came to Sunderland Dock,
Once again we ware welcomed, wnfortunately just a solitary elass 56 and
a couple of class 37s were present., We asked the foreman iIf there was
anything at Sunderland Station and were told there were m couple of %7e
etabled there., We loet the next half an hour trying to get to the station
which we could eee easy enough, but which we could not reach because the
one way syste=s seemed to be all againat ue, however wa did catech a sight
af the two 37e from off a bridge, soc we then put our foot down and headed
for Thornaby, Again we were welcomed and allowed to take as many photos
as we liked. Plenty of locos here = Class 3le, 37s, a class 4O (unfort-
anately), and happlly, plenty of clﬁns 478, Tt was here that the plan to
eatch me in an embarraseing position, which T mentioned earlier, came to
fruftion. T was walking back to the minibus when I felt a sharp tug at the
back of my trousere, pulling them half way to my ankles. Tt could only ba
ong parsuﬁ = Pate Sheridan, and by the way he executed the move so quickly
and axpertly, one must come to the conclusion he does this sort of thing
regularly. And who ghould be walting with camera in hand to cateh a man
with his trousers down in the middle of Thornaby depot? You'wve guessced
it - Healey! This 1ittle epleode meemed to amuee both tour patrone and
BR estaff mlike, what a warped sense of humounr they must hawve still, T
made somebody's day. (Note: there is no truth In the rumour that there
was a eclipse of the eun in the North East about this time, - Ed)

We get off for York which was to be cur stabling polnt for the night,
but before reaching the hotel we called 1n at the d&pdt where there were
a few 208, 3ls and 47s but, alas; the '"Deltic' daye have gone and, much
as T disliked them, York fs not the same without them, During the svening
the tour patrons split up, some golng to the station, some for food, but
all meeting up later to eample the local 'real' ale, some more than other-
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Sunday morning broke clear and sunny and we were soon on the road to
Plckering for our vieit to the Worth Yorkshire Moors Railway, where T
was antfcipating a 'bash' behind the clase 35 hydraullc 'Hymek' diesel,
alas it was not to be, We were just paesing the station when we heard
the sound of one of those blue Fnglish Flectriec monstrosities called a
'Deltic', working on only cne of its two stroke outboard motors! On
arrival at Orosmont we alighted from the brain and split up to "do our
own thing". Host of the party visited the shed, took photos of the
departing traine at the station and then met wop for lunch at the nearby
pub,

The return trip to Pickering was excellent, especially the sight of
the Thompson K1, in BR lined black livery, backing onto our train, We
had a stop for twenty minutes at Goathland because of some incident
farther down the line, but on re-starting the locomotive gave us @ good
run., After taking further photographs on arrival back at Pickering, we
then set off on our homeward journey., The passengere in my bis wers well
pleased with the trip a;d declded to buret inte song (no doubt aided by
the Cameron's Real Ale from the pub in Grosmont), and continued in the
same vein as far as Knottingley where we obeerved just a few shunters
and a couple of class 56s. Tt was then on to Leeds Holbeck Depot where
we were unable to get around, but were furnished with a list of what
wag on the depot at the time, and where about 1t was located.

And so finally we headed for heme down the MGE2, back to Warrington
happy and contented after yet anmother excellent weekend trip, It 15 &
pity that more members, especlally from the Worthwich area, do not
patronise our tours, as 1t seems that only Warrington members and members
of the general public support us, Our tours are moers of a eccigl event
and weekend break than just a set of rafl enthusiasts dodng a shed bash,
This is borne out by the number of members of the public wha support our
tours, theugh mot all that interested in railways, scme even coming along
Just for the ecenic ride!

50 come on BE members, support your own tours, let yeourself go for a

couple of days - you won't regret it,
2l

Abova: Class 37 number 37.14Y4 at Motherwell, 20/4/8L. Below: Class 27

numbar 27.208 seen here at drangesmouth shed, 23/4/BL. (Fhotns - M, Ienz,)
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PROTO FEATURE.

Left: Am unusual vieitor to Northwich towards the end of 198% was the
Speno Rail Grinder Unit, seen here on the farmer turntable road along-
#idé the ghed. (Fhoto - M, Lenz.)

Belaw Left: Fliminaticn of Claes 46 locoe from main line service 1s

now almost complete, At the start of the run=-down of this claes many
withdrawn examples were sent te Seindon Works for storage and eventually
scrap, Here are the first and last of the clasa, L6,001 and 46,054, in

Swindon Works Stockyard, 25/3/81. (Photo - A.R. Ashuret,)

MEMBERS BRIEFING, By A.R. Ashurst.

I am more than pleased teo lead off this '"briefing' with news of
returning eteam activity in Hid-ChaRhire~thia Avtumn, By the ti=me these
notes appear In print ocur servicing team ghould have been in action
again following a nine menth lay-cver, attending to the needs of King
ﬂEDrE; ¥ {Alas, this trip did not take place owlng to the failure of
the Eing at Shrewsbury with a hot-box on the tender, no doubt much to
the amusement of a certain 8E member, no names mentioned! - Ed), ex-
ILNER A% Paecific LLETZ2 Flying Scotsman and ex-5E Merchant Navy Pacifle
35028 Clan Line (An excellent locomotive, with the exception of 'Lizzia’
of course; which ie mine and a certain other member's favourilte loco, as
many members will already be well awvare! - Ed). The Eing was sascheduled
to work 1light engine to Chester over the Worth and Weast route in arder
to take over a epecial "Jules Verne Voyager' trailn, similar to that of
last year, alas 1t was not to be, Saturday 29th September eaw the
working of the other two locos into Chester, Flying Scotsman working
Mancherter-Chester-Manchester via Worthwich (but without a atop-over,
unfortunately) on a special charter f&r Wilscn's Brewery, It is especi-
ally pleasing to welcome '"Scotaman' dntoc Cheghire for the first time in .

many years, particularly so ae the lece 1s new in the care of cur own

stalwart member, Pat Mulles, at ite Carnforth base. Tt 1s a pity that
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the working could not have been devisad to bring 4472 actually 'on shed!
at Northwich, mindlyou, it 1s repcrted that certain undercover 8E

members are standing by with a quantity of paint cans labelled "HBrunewlck
Green" and "E0103" smckebox pla#as etc. Just walting for the loco to
stand still ineide the ghed long enough for certain alterations to be
carried out! Perhapes this is the reason for the stratght through run of

the laco, who knows?

The Clase L0 ranks are now reduced to around thirty active members,
although thelr planned elimination by October has mow been put back a
further five monthe. The class st1ll finds irregular passenger work in
the North-West, especially on ﬂuuﬁ&r Saturday holiday workings to the
Fylde and North Wales coasts, although mld-woek substitutions for booled
Class 45/47 workings sti1l occurs occaslonally. On Friday 20tk July
40,012 Aureocl was cbeerved In charge of 1034, the 07.44 Manchester Vic-
Bangor, balancing back on the 1E99 11,15 Bangor-Newcastle, both traine
being well patronised by "Big D" fane. On Thursday 30th August 40,047
drew into Warrington Bank Quay platform 5 at 11.19 with an unadvertiesd
relfef to Blackpool North, a rare WOML event and presumably replacing
a falled Class 47. Preservation would appear quite likely for a number
of examples, with 40,106 (Great Central Raflway) and 40.145 (Bury)
already secured, Tt 18 understood that D200 (40,122) will be retaimed
by BR for quite some time after the offictal March elimination date 4n
order to continue on special duties, and there is a suggestion that a
second example will also be retained, ostensibly, to provide apares for
D200, Last vacuum hrak;d only example, 40,009, le suggested as a strong
candidate for presorvation., 40.106 1 active agaln after a rapid overhaul
at Loughborough and has been named "Atlantic Conveyor' in the shipping
tradition of earlier examples of the class., Meanwhile 0,145 continues
to receive mechanical attention at Bury to be made ready for the return

of passenger servicee to the East Lancs Rallway, now confidently expected

during 1985, The collection af preserved locos hae grown considerably
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here, of late, with BR/Sulzer Type 2 24.054 and Worth Eritisﬁ-ﬁteael-
Hydraulie Shunter D2767 joining the ranke and (as a long term project
for restoration) *'Black Five' 45337; other ex-Barry scrapyard locos may
follow in due course, The moderate admiseion price and easy access to
this efte (10 mins. walk from Bury Interchange Stationi trains every
1% ming. to/from Manchestar Victoria) make this raflway cdntre a moset
pleasant Saturday afternaoon outing (try leaving the wife/mirlfriend in
the excellent shopping centre/open alr market nearby!). An interesting
collaction of industrial steam locos and buses/commercial wvehicles can
aleo be found here, plus examples of "Western, Warship, Hymek" diesel-
hydraulies, Class 0% and "Weet Country" locom formerly 1in BR stock,

quite a variesty!

As well ae eliminsting Clase h051 BR iz currently running doen another
Type 4 Class; the ER/Sulzer Clase L6 varlety of "Feake", now down to a
mere half dozen or so active members. A number of examples,; some juet
withdrawn, were noted 'on shed' at Gateshead and Thornaby depots during
the BE Association WNorth East area trip of 23rd/24th June. 6,052 was
obaerved arriving at Mancheeter Victoria with a héavily loaded 1HSE
08,15 Newcastle-Llendudno working on Saturday 21st July, where 45.143
5th Royal Innislkilling Dragoon Guarde was waiting to take over. Whilet
the latter loco was immaculate, 46.052 was filthy and looked very run-
down, Sister loeo 46,026 Leicestershire and Derbyshire Teomanry, the
only Clase 46 ever to carry a name, was well away from ite home ground
{all gurvivors are based at Gateshead) on 2nd June, being on display in
Crewe Works S5idinge during the "Open Day" where it was proving very
popular with the photographers present. Also on dieplay were gresn-
liveried 50,007 Sir Edward Elgar, 58,008 and recently outshopped 56,133,

which was named "Crewe Locomotive Works" during the afterncon.

There are currently not many developements on the private railway

scene,; most operative lines runming according to plan during the summer
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monthe in what 16 now becoming a regular and accepted feature af the
Britieh tourist/tranaport industriee. The Severn Valley extenasion to
Kidderminster opened in late July with 4930 Hagley Mall and our old
friend 5690 Leander involved in the first workings at the new terminus,
Hecent wisltors to the 1ine report loadings are not heavy hetween the
new terminus at Kidderminster and Bewdley as yet, although no doubk
the S5VR will embark on an ambitious publfcity drive mext year to

encourage patronage of the line via the new link with BR.

Returning closer to home for our last few items, local members have
been interssted to see two Clase 20 locos more or less permanently based
at Warrington Arpley Stabling Point since late July, for the purpose of
crew training. The loces concerned (20,174 and 20.219) seem rarely to
move 'off shed', other thanm to venture out intoc the nearby marghalling
Yards every now and again, Perhaps this 1s not surprising though as
thelr projected use 1s for MOR ceal traffic, none of which is moving at

present,

Remaining with workings from Warrington, mention must be made of the
famous TESG 20,04 (5X) Arpley Yard-Harwich Parkeston Quay "Speedlinkn
aarvlce, the principle non-MOR/blocktrain working on the "low level!
route to Skelton Jumction, Due to a mishap in Arpley Yard involving
track damage at the northeast end of the sidings, accese via Arpley
Junction was recently blocked and the train diverted to rum via Acton
Géange, Hartford Junction and Northwich to Skelton Junction and beyond,
Tmpending elesure of the route via Lymm is likely to make this diversion
permanent, thus rebbing 'low level! fans of a favourite photographic
subject, The train 1s noteable for producing anything from a Class 25
or 40 te a 47, 56 or even 'Peak' loca, and can load axtremely heavily
at times. One other noteable train continues to use the 'law lavel!,

this being 6M59 15.07 (T Th o} Eroughton Lans (Sheffield)-Ditton BOC

sidings 100 tonne tank train, booked for double-headed Class 4O plus
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Claes 25 combination and due through Lymm at 17.30 houre,

At Worthwich, connection from the main line via the 'East Chord! to
the Middlewich branch was due to be severed with effect from Sunday 9th
September, although at the time of writing there was still mome doubt as

to whether or mot the work would be carried ont.

Finally, with thie fssue, we bid farewell to the Northwich Area
Hamager and his organisation; as from the beginning of October the
Korthwich/Ellesmere Port district will be merged with the Warrinetcn
Area Manager's organisation from where future adeinistraticn will be
concentrated, Over the years we have had an excellent relationship with
all oceupants of the Northwich Area Manager's post, starting with David
McIntosh, whose inapiration and encouragement got the BE Kasoeiation
eatablished in 1980 during the “Racﬁat 150" programme. Messre., Merryreather
and Brownlow econtinued to support owr activities and, finally, Ray Stertenm
cama to we for the last 12 monthe of the Northwich AMO's independant
existance. Ray wae always anxious to keep in tcuch with '8E' news and
wag very keen for ue to organise another "Open Day", which unfortunately
hae not proved practlieal for reasons explained previously in earkier
lapues of this magazine. We welcome Warrington Area Manager Ron Couchman
into hie extended area and hope that our contact will remafn ecrdial and
mutually supportive, Ae the premier pro-rail group in wid-Cheshire the
8E Association hopee to be able to work together with the new management
team to promote and encourage the useage and awareness of ratleavs in our
district in the future. Meanwhile, farewell to our friende at the Area
Manager's Offfce in Worthwich who are moving on; we wish them-well in

their new activities.

EDITOR'S HOTE.
As mentioned in a previous lssue of the magazine, the Assoclation ie

hoping to be able to put together am 1llustrated talk that can bte glven
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to other rallway societies, schools and the like. We are in need of
rhotographa/slides showing Northwich Shed and Station ms well ag local
railway scenes, Althowgh modern image photos/slides are needed, we ars
seeking more photos/slides showing Northwich during the days of steam,
and wa are leooking for both black and white anﬂ colour shots, Since the
prosentation will be in the form of slides, thees obviously are what we
would llke however, we can have slides made from prints be they black
and white or colour but they must be of good quality and comtrast, IT
any members have any material they would 1ike to loan then Alam Ashurst
or m¥yself will be pleased to eccept it, and once we have made ¢oples
the material will be returned.

I am aleo looking for black and white/colour prints of enprint size
(5" x 31") for wee in the magazine, although if the colour photograph 1s
intended for the cover it must be accompanied by the negative, A1l 1tems

submitted will be returned as soon as possible,

IN THE WINTER 1984/85 TSSUE,

There will be the first in a two part article by John Little on the
varicus sheds In the Tiverpool area, Alan Ashurst will continue with the
next article in his 'The Lure of the Scrapyards' series, There will ba
a report about another of the 8E Weekend Toure, this tims to the South
East of England. There will, of course, be all the regular features;
Committee Matters (plue A.G.M. Report), Railway Croseings, British Rail

Photoeall, Members Brief!né eto..

PHOTO FEATURE,

Tep Right: American Steam in minlature! Unilon Pacific 800 Class 'Northern!
FEF-1 number 818 Queen of Wyoming "on shed' at Denver, Taken at the
Forest Rallroad Park, Dobwalls, Cornwall, L/7/84.
Right: EMD Class GP35 diesel number 3008 Methias Baldwin stands alcngeide
Rio Grande Class K36 'Mikado' number 488 General Falmer around the Denver
turntable, at the Foreat Railroad Park, 4/7/84L. (Photos - M, Lenz,)
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